
GET ON BOARD  
THE TOUR!

•   Would you like your local science  
center/museum to host World Biotech 
Tour programs?

•   Would you like to invite a student  
ambassador to present his/her  
talk in your city or at your science  
communication/STEM event?

•    Would you like to stay informed  
about the World Biotech Tour  
activities and events?

Send an email to  
WorldBiotechTour@astc.org and look  
for updates on our social media network:

Facebook
WorldBiotechTourASTC

Twitter 
@BiotechTour 
#wbt2015 #wbt2016 #wbt2017

Instagram
WorldBiotechTour 

WWW.WORLDBIOTECHTOUR.ORG

What is the significance of the WBT? 
Biotechnology solves problems in many fields 
including health, medicine, agriculture and energy, 
and offers a wide variety of interesting career  
options. A strong pipeline of scientists is needed  
to help continue innovation in this field which  
will impact lives of millions worldwide as well 
as the health of our planet. The WBT will raise 
awareness about the future of biotechnology and 
engage the general public — most importantly,  
students — by discussing, investigating and  
exploring relevant topics. The WBT will build a 
global network of educated individuals and inspire 
the next generation of scientists.  
 
 

“ The key challenge is to enthuse young people 
about science and technology. This is perhaps  
not so much to do with curricula and the way 
our education is structured, but much more  
the role models and the way we, as a society, 
value science and technology. We need to show 
our children how fascinating science is rather 
than scaring them with stories about genetically- 
modified food and electro smog, for instance.  
In particular, we need to think about how to 
interest girls in science and engineering as  
we need a diversity of approach in science.”

   –  PROFESSOR ANNE GLOVER 
Former Chief Scientific Adviser  
European Commission (2012-2014) 

 

BIOTECH GOES  
ON TOUR
The World Biotech Tour (WBT) is a multi-
year initiative that brings biotechnology to 
life at select science centers and museums. 
The program, supported by ASTC and the 
Biogen Foundation, runs from 2015-2017. 
The tour includes countries spanning six 
continents. The WBT will increase the im-
pact and visibility of biotechnology among 
youth and the general public at 12 science 
centers and museums worldwide through 
hands-on learning opportunities. 

The Tour stops will include:
•   A lab-in-a-box educational kit that will be sent to 

each site. The kits will include signature hands-
on activities and materials and will also utilize 
social media channels. For example, participants 
can take a “cellfie” picture of their cheek cells 
using cell phone microscopes, participate in a 
game where they attempt to “kill” a virus and 
have their results posted online, or play a card 
game that illustrates how biotechnology can 
address science and societal issues. 

•   Student ambassador program that will enlist 
high school students from around the world to 
give presentations about dynamic biotechnology  
topics in their schools and communities to  
inspire others to get involved. 

•   Research on how biotechnology is communicated 
in informal science environments. The results of 
the WBT will be shared at the Science Centre 
World Summit in Tokyo in 2017. 



POWERED BY:
 
 
 
 
 
The Association of Science -Technology  
Centers, Inc. (ASTC) is the global organization  
of science centers/museums. We have over  
650 member institutions worldwide that  
serve close to 100 million visitors each year. 
ASTC serves its members by improving their  
capacity to provide visitors with meaningful 
experiential learning about science and to  
find always new forms to engage the public 
with the scientific endeavor to create a more 
favorable environment for evidence based  
policies and economic progress for all.  
Most recently ASTC has been focusing on 
demonstrating the unique way in which  
science centers prepare youth for the  
workforce of tomorrow by providing them  
the soft skills of critical thinking and problem  
solving (amongst others) that come more 
easily with the interdisciplinary and social 
learning approaches in our centers.  
www.astc.org 
 
 
 

 
The Biogen Foundation’s mission is to improve 
the quality of peoples’ lives and contribute to 
the vitality of the communities in which Biogen  
operates. We are committed to sparking a 
passion for science and discovery, supporting 
innovative STEM initiatives, and strengthening 
efforts to make science accessible to diverse 
populations.

TOUR RUN 2015-2017

“Science knows no country, because  
knowledge belongs to humanity, and is  
the torch which illuminates the world.”

LOUIS PASTEUR

  The WBT website offers all  
museums free access to resources 
necessary to produce a version of 
the WBT at their respective sites.

WWW.WORLDBIOTECHTOUR.ORG

 
 


