
To purchase tables or tickets, please visit  
www.associationforum.org/events/honorsgala  

or contact Phyllis Scott at scott@associationforum.org.

Fueling the Next 100
Foundation

TM

Honors Gala 2017
THURSDAY, JUNE 29 • SHERATON GRAND CHICAGO

We look forward to seeing you at Honors Gala 2017!

On June 29, Join the Association Forum Foundation for an evening to celebrate 

the next 100 years: Honors Gala 2017 at the Sheraton Grand Chicago. This 

evening of elegance, celebration and recognition of excellence will honor the best 

and brightest in the Chicago association community.

•  Samuel B. Shapiro Award:  Highest honor presented to a chief staff 

executive for outstanding service and accomplishments

•  John C. Thiel Distinguished Service Award:  Presented for outstanding 

service to Association Forum

•  Inspiring Leader Award:  Honors exemplary service and accomplishments 

in association management

•  Association Professional Achievement Award: Presented for establishing a 

culture leading to employee satisfaction, motivation and engagement



Doug Bennett
Senior Vice President of Convention  
Development
Louisville Convention & Visitors 
Bureau 

Dave Bergeson, CAE, Ph.D.
Executive Director/CEO
Association Management Center

Beth Bracco 
Director, Business Development
Blue Plate

Susan Euritt 
Vice President Direct Sales and  
Business Development 
Garrett Popcorn Shops 

Gregory Fine, CAE
CEO
Turnaround Management Association

Kenneth Fischang, CHME, CMP, CTA
President/CEO
Sonoma County Tourism

Chuck Grouzard 
Executive Vice President, Exhibition 
Sales
GES Global Experience Specialists

Brad Kent, CTA
Senior Vice President/Chief Sales &  
Services Officer
Visit Dallas

Carol McGury 
Executive Vice President, Event and  
Education Services
SmithBucklin Corporation

Nancy O’Brien 
Senior Director, National Accounts
Garrett Brands, LLC
 
Francine Pepitone, CMM, MAS 
Vice President, Business Development
InnerWorkings, Inc.

Sheila Provenzano 
National Sales Manager – Midwest 
Visit Baltimore 

Lynne Thomas Gordon, RHIA, CAE, 
FACHE, FAHIMA  
CEO 
American Health Information  
Management Association

Mark Vaughan   
Executive Vice President  
& Chief Sales Officer 
Atlanta Convention  
& Visitors Bureau

Chris Wehking, CMP   
Chief Program Officer 
American Society  
of Anesthesiologists

Andrea Wright, CPA   
Partner 
Johnson Lambert LLP

James Zaniello   
President
Vetted Solutions

Please confirm your sponsorship commitments by Friday, May 12, 2017. All purchases are nonrefundable. For sponsorship 
contact Karen Gonzales, VP, Business Develpment: gonzales@associationforum.org or 312.924.7074. 
For ticket and table sales, contact Phyllis Scott: scott@associationforum.org or 312.924.7033.

Goal Partner
• Two premier tables of 10
• Logo and Goal Partner sponsor recognition 
$15,000

Strategic Partner
• One priority table of 10
• Logo and Strategic Partner sponsor recognition 
$10,000

Honors Partner
• One table of 10
• Logo and Honors Partner sponsor recognition 
$5,000

2017 Honors Gala Steering Committee
CO-CHAIRS:

Paul Pomerantz, FASAE, CAE
Chief Executive Officer 
American Society of  
Anesthesiologists

MEMBERS:

Angie Ranalli, CMP  
Vice President of Sales - Midwest Region
San Diego Tourism Authority

Table for 10
$4,000 ($4,500 after May 12)

Half Table for 5
$2,000 ($2,500 after May 12)

TICKET, TABLE AND SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION

Individual Ticket
$400 ($450 after May 12)

Purchase an Honors Gala sponsorship and table to position your association as a key organization in Chicagoland’s 
association community. This event provides a great opportunity to show appreciation for your staff and your most dedicated 
members.



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Honors Gala is a tradition for Chicagoland associations and serves as Association Forum Foundation’s cornerstone 
fundraising event of the year. The evening brings together association professionals and suppliers to celebrate and 
honor the achievement of industry colleagues and partners. During this event, key industry leaders are presented with 
Association Forum’s highest honors and awards. Each year, the event draws more than 600 association professionals 
and supplier partners.

VIP Reception – $15,000
As a VIP Reception Partner, your organization will receive the following benefits:
• Welcome remarks at VIP reception
• Acknowledgement from stage at Honors Gala
• One (1) private hour of networking from 5-6 p.m. 
• One (1) priority seating table for ten (10)
• Priority photo opportunity for guest table to commemorate event and the evening experience
• Brand recognition on all pre, post, and on-site event-related marketing material—print and digital
• Attendee list

Entertainment - $15,000
As the Entertainment Partner, your organization will receive the following benefits:
• Welcome attendees from stage and introduce Chicago Catz to attendees
• Acknowledgement from stage at Honors Gala
• One (1) priority seating table for ten (10)
• Brand recognition on all pre, post, and on-site event-related marketing material—print and digital
• Attendee list

Valet Parking - $10,000
As a Valet Parking Partner, your organization will receive the following benefits:
• Opportunity to do a meet and greet at valet station, if preferred
• Opportunity to leave a marketing piece and/or amenity in the automobile (Hotel valet will leave in car)
• One (1) priority seating table for ten (10)
• Brand recognition on all pre, post, and on-site event-related marketing material—print and digital
• Attendee list

Program book - $10,000
As a Program Book Partner, your organization will receive the following benefits:
• Brand recognition on the cover of the program book
• One (1) full page ad in the program book
• One (1) priority seating table for ten (10)
• Brand recognition on all pre, post, and on-site event-related marketing material—print and digital
• Attendee list

Signature Drink - $10,000
As a Signature Drink Partner, your organization will receive the following benefits:
• Opportunity to showcase a specialty drink that representations your brand or destination
• Opportunity to use branded glasses; provided by partner
• Opportunity to have branded napkins; provided by partner
• One (1) priority seating table for ten (10)
• Brand recognition on all pre, post, and on-site event-related marketing material—print and digital
• Attendee list

Drink Station (multiple stations available) - $5,000
As a Drink Station Partner, your organization will receive the following benefits:
• Brand recognition at Drink Station
• Opportunity to have branded napkins; provided by partner
• One (1) priority seating table for ten (10)
• Brand recognition on all pre, post, and on-site event-related marketing material—print and digital
• Attendee list

Photo Booth - $5,000
As a Photo Booth Partner, your organization will receive the following benefits:
• Logo recognition on every photo strip
• Brand recognition on all pre, post, and on-site event-related marketing material—print and digital
• Attendee list



John C. Thiel Distinguished Service Award Partner 
The John C. Thiel Distinguished Service Award is presented for outstanding service to Association Forum by an individual asso-
ciation or supplier partner member. This award has been presented for exceptional, long-term, volunteer service to Association 
Forum, primarily through committee service or similar contributions. “Unsung hero” and “above and beyond the call of duty” 
are two ways to describe past recipients. This award is named in memory of the late John C. Thiel, CAE, Association Forum’s 
chairman-elect in 1990-1991. In 2010, the Thiel Award was expanded to include both association professionals and supplier part-
ners. For the past four years, a Thiel Award has been given to both an association professional and supplier partner. 

As the John C. Thiel Award Partner, your organization will receive the following:

• Opportunity for senior-level executive from partner organization to present the award to the  
recipient on stage at the Honors Gala and say a few words (one to two minutes) about the partner organization.

• Scholarship to award each recipient to attend any one (1) offered CAE study course for professional development program or 
further career development

• Logo and partner recognition in the Honors Gala 2017 program as the Award Partner

Investment Value: $5,000

Association Professional Achievement Award Partner 
The Association Professional Achievement Award is presented to an association professional member (not a chief executive 
officer) for exemplary service and outstanding accomplishments in association management. This award reflects a high level of 
commitment to professional growth and personal pride in the association management industry. 

As the Association Professional Achievement Award Partner, your organization will receive the following:

• Opportunity for senior-level executive from partner organization to present the award to the recipient on stage at the Honors 
Gala and say a few words (one to two minutes) about the partner organization

• Scholarship to award each recipient to attend any one (1) offered CAE study course for professional development program or 
further career development

• Logo and partner recognition in the Honors Gala 2017 program as the Award Partner

Investment Value: $5,000

Inspiring Leader Award Partner 
The Inspiring Leader Award is presented to an individual who has established a culture leading to  
employee satisfaction, motivation, engagement and achievement. 

As the Inspiring Leader award partner, your organization will receiving the following benefits:

• Opportunity for senior-level executive from partner organization to present the award to the recipient onstage at the Honors 
Gala and say a few words (one to two minutes) about the partner  
organization

• Scholarship to award each recipient to attend any one (1) offered CAE study course for professional development program or 
further career development

• Logo and partner recognition in the Honors Gala 2017 program as the Award Partner

Investment Value: $5,000

Samuel B. Shapiro Award for Chief Staff Executive Achievement Partner
The highest honor Association Forum bestows on an association professional, the Samuel B. Shapiro Award for Chief Staff 
Executive Achievement is presented to the chief staff executive (CEO, executive director or equivalent level) for outstanding 
service and accomplishments in association/nonprofit management. The award is named after Samuel B. Shapiro, CAE, past 
chairman of the Association Forum and the American Society of Association Executives. Recipients of this award have made 
outstanding accomplishments in their professional and personal lives.

As the Samuel B. Shapiro Award Partner, your organization will receive the following benefits:

• Opportunity for senior-level executive from partner organization to present the award to the recipient onstage at the Honors 
Gala and say a few words (one to two minutes) about the partner  
organization

• Scholarship to award each recipient to attend any one (1) offered CAE study course for professional development program or 
further career development

• Logo and partner recognition in the Honors Gala 2017 program as the Award Partner

Investment Value: $5,000

AWARD SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES


