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What is the CS
Industry?Co

m
mercial Sex Industry

Massage
Businesses

Online
Industry

Exotic
Dancers

Escort
Services

Prostitution

$14 billion in revenue in
2013
Only legal in parts of Nevada
Was the LARGEST black
market industry in cities like
Atlanta and Miami 

Sawicki et al 2019; Dank et al. 2014
You may have noticed that I’m not all there myself...



Why the IMB
Industry?

Most visible retail industry in the
grey/black market economy
Part of the commercial sex industry
Hosts both voluntary & forced labor

I fancied that kind of thing never happened...



How can we
find data for
an illegal
industry?

I'm afraid I can't explain myself, sir. Because I'm not myself, you know...

274 562 posts

1 446 374 posts
166 153 members

6  610 789 posts
766 682 members



I shall elucidate...



You must have meant some mischief, or else you’d have
signed your name like an honest man...



Webscraping 101
Name

Phone Number

Address

Reviews

Ah, but it's very rude to sit down without being invited....



AKA The Internet Archive

The Wayback Machine

RM .com version RM .ch version

Alice had begun to think that very few things indeed were really impossible...



Workflow

IMB Extraction

New 
Service 

Filter

IMB
Matching

Geocode &
IMB Risk

Service
Area 

Assessment

Service
Area 

Assessment

User Community 
Information

Network
Analysis

Time Series 
Analysis

Co-location
with Military

Co-location
with Universities

Change through 
time

User Community
Dynamics

We’re all a little mad here.....



Where were IMBs in 2016

I know who I was when I got up this morning...



Where are IMBs in 2024

...but I think I must have been changed several times since then...



As of April 2025

How much has
the industry
grown?

IMBs continue to expand and multiply
across the US, with a 110% increase
in the industry over the 9 years

It’s no use going back to yesterday, because I was a different person then...



What about smaller
trends?

Why, the best way to explain it is to do it....



What about smaller
trends?

COVID Crash

2021 Rebound

High Inflation

2024 Election
#MeToo

Why, the best way to explain it is to do it....



Where has the industry
changed?

2 100

Additional Open IMB Per Year

Average number of
services offered:

3

26 % 
are Full Service

It takes all the running you can do, to keep in the same place. If you want to get somewhere else, you must run at least
twice as fast as that!

https://parade.com/1157722/michellehaag/running-quotes/


Over a 10-day period

What about
online demand?

36,787 hits to a review forum
51 % were returning users
65 % of user access from 

      phones

Everything's got a moral, if only you can find it...



How do people
navigate
the online
IMB space?

You can always take more than nothing...



Privacy, Ethics, & Data Security

Things to consider

Terms &
Conditions

I give myself very good advice, but I very seldom follow it...



With increasing internet usage,
advertising, and specialized forums there

is more data to understand industry
development and demand demographics

when paired with GIS technology

CONCLUSION

Well, I’ve had enough nonsense. I’m going home...



         We hope you can use this in your own industry

Questions?

I am not crazy my reality is just different than yours...


