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Breaking Molds: Building a Career in the
Foundry and Beyond

Sandy Calabrese’s journey from the gritty floors of the foundry to a trailblazing career
beyond its walls is a testament to resilience, innovation, and defying expectations. Breaking :
Molds explores her evolution in a traditionally male-dominated industry, highlighting how :
she forged new paths through technical mastery, leadership, and a commitment to :
mentorship. This narrative not only chronicles her professional ascent, but also reflects :
on the broader impact of challenging norms and inspiring change across industrial and :

creative landscapes.

ANGELA SELL
RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT
ENGINEER -
AALBERTS

{SPONSOR §

A

aalberts

surface
technologies

GUEST SPEAKER §

SANDY CALABRESE is the North American Director of Sales for
DISA and Simpson brands, part of Norican. She brings nearly :
three decades of experience in metal casting and automotive :
operations, with a career that began at General Motors. Over the :
years, she has held leadership roles ranging from Chief :
Maintenance and :
Engineering Superintendent. She served as the Site Manager for :
GM’s Brownstown Battery Plant, responsible to launch the first
generation BET RESS units for the Cadillac Lyriq and GMC :
Hummer. Sandy earned her Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical :
Engineering and Master’s degree in Metallurgical Engineering :
from Michigan Technological University, and she has always :
combined her technical knowledge with a passion for :

Metallurgist, Melting Superintendent,

collaboration and innovation.

Outside of her professional role, Sandy is a strong advocate for
women in manufacturing and for inspiring the next generation of :
engineers and leaders. She has led initiatives with the GM and AFS -
Women in Manufacturing group, co-founded the non-profit STEM :
Foundation — Get WISE, and continues to serve the industry :
through her work on the boards of the American Foundry Society, :
the Foundry Educational Foundation, and the Trine University :
Metals Advisory Board. Today, she leverages her deep industry
and technical expertise to continently drive DISA and Simpson's  :
growth in North America—delivering advanced green sand :
molding technologies to customers while empowering her sales :

teams, whose skill and passion keep the industry moving forward.

AALBERTS SURFACE TECHNOLOGIES

HIP | BRAZE | HEAT TREATMENT is part of the second largest :

commercial heat treating group in the world. In North America

our facilities can be found in seven different states with a total of -

13 manufacturing facilities.

At Aalberts surface technologies we specialize in high-quality

metal treatments that include: age/precipitation hardening,
annealing, austempering, ferritic nitrocarburizing,
marquenching, nitriding, normalizing, quench & temper,
spheroidizing, stress relieving and vacuum heat treatment. Our
available quench systems

Detroit Chapter :

SPONSOR continued on page 4 *

ASM DETROIT
CHAPTER & DWAFS
DINNER MEETING

MONDAY, OCT. 13

GUEST SPEAKER:

SANDY CALABRESE
DIRECTOR OF SALES — DISA &
SIMPSON NA, NORICAN

“BREAKING MOLDS: BUILDING
A CAREER IN THE FOUNDRY AND
BEYOND"

LOCATION:
LIVONIA MARRIOTT

SCHEDULE:

*5:30 PM | SOCIAL HOUR
*6:30 PM | DINNER

*7:00 PM  ANNOUNCEMENTS
*7:15-8 PM | GUEST SPEAKER

PRICING:

* $30 WITH RESERVATION

* $25 RETIREES/UNEMPLOYED
* $5 STUDENTS

RSVP BY OCT. 9:
ASMDETROITCHAPTER
@GMAIL.COM
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{ CHAIR'S NOTE

AS | GLANCE OUT THE WINDOW, leaves drift gently from the : C’,lap ter T:h(.lnks / \
trees—Fall has officially arrived. With the crisp air and changing : It's SuStalnlng . (¢
colors comes the return of our monthly Dinner Meetings, a : M embersf or Their T
cherished tradition of reconnecting with colleagues and friends. Continued Support! g
The ASM Detroit Chapter kicked off the year with our annual : AALBERTS SURFACE E
RAJAN Student Mixer on September 18th at Conor O’Neill’s Irish Pub in : TECHNOLOGIES R
BHAMBROO Ann Arbor—and what a fantastic start it was! Over 30 students : AFC HOLCROFT 9
MATERIALS from Wayne State University, the University of Michigan, Michigan : 0
ENGINEER - State University, and Schoolcraft College joined us for an evening : II\\II‘K\(%(NE'(I:-I(I:E%MIC INC 2
TENNECO INC f networkin nversation, and community. : : )
of netwo g, conversation, a ty

. ., - ALLIED HIGH TECH
Thanks to the generous sponsorship of AFC-Holcroft and Allied : PRODUCTS INC.

High Tech, attendees enjoyed a lively atmosphere with plenty of :
food and drink. The energy and engagement throughout the : AUTOKINITON
evening set a promising tone for the year ahead. If this event is any AUTO/STEEL PARTNERSHIP
indication, we're in for an exciting Chapter year filled with : BRUKER NANO INC
meaningful connections and memorable gatherings. : :

. . . . .. . BUEHLER
We're excited to kick off our first joint meeting of the year with :
DWAFS and ASM Detroit on October 13th. Join us for an inspiring : DARROW MUSTAFA PC
presentation by Sandy Calabrese, Director of Sales at DISA & DETROIT FLAME
Simpson NA, Norican Group, titled: “Breaking Molds: Buildinga : HARDENING
Career in the Foundry and Beyond.” Sandy brings a wealth of : DUBOIS - HEATBATH PARK
industry insight and personal experience that promises to resonate : [METALLURGICAL
with professionals at every stage of their careers. : ELEMENT MATERIALS

Looking ahead, be sure to mark your calendars for November TECHNOLOGY
10th—our next Chapter meeting is in the works, and more details : GASBARRE THERMAL
will be shared soon. PROCESSING SYSTEMS

We're excited for the events ahead and look forward to seeingyou : GM GLOBAL R&D
there! For details on upcoming meetings, chapter news, and : LABORATORIES

resources, please click here: ASM DETROIT CHAPTER.  petuRN INDUCTOHEAT
TOPGT1
KOLENE CORPORATION
{ASM-DETROIT ADMINISTRATOR METLAB CORPORATION
%" . ' : MICHIGAN METROLOGY
- Welcome Erin Leybourn! : MSU LIBRARIES/SERIALS
| M Our New ASM Detroit Chapter : ACQUISTIONS
Administrator! : OMNI METALS
5 i T I grew up in a small town in western New York and earned my : I‘IGESEII,'\J I(:{J R'lYED
ERI degree in Interpersonal and Organizational Communications :
LEYBOURN from the State University of New York at Geneseo. I began my : ROLLED ALLOYS
ADMINISTRATOR. career in the group insurance industry, where I held management : RT| LABORATORIES. INC
_ d sales roles f ly a decade. : —
éﬁgﬂPTDEEFIROH and sales roles for nearly a decade : SOLAR ATMOSPHERES
After stepping away from the corporate world to raise my young - STRUERS

family, I remained deeply engaged in my community—serving on :
numerous nonprofit and civic boards over the past eight years. : SUN TEC CORPORATION
This work has allowed me to give back while keeping my :

professional skills sharp and relevant. |s|\l|J cR(I;ﬁ\gE F? AOTI\EIE USTION

wo?'jlewbgiaydeyayonapwse 9g96-ph6(9g5 awoy/1aydeyayonap/6io-jeucneuIa)UILISE}IBUUOD

I'm excited to join the ASM Detroit Chapter as Chapter : TITAN METALLURGY

Administrator and look forward to collaborating with all of our :

members to support meaningful programming and engagement. : UNITED TECHNICAL INC.
: UPTON INDUSTRIES

BETORY © INCORPORATED

WELDALQY SPECIALTY
FORGINGS ITzEIgEq
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Annual Student Mixer, Thursday, Sept. 18th

x g .- Wb

Over 60 students and professionals attended the mixer on September 18th. Thanks to
our sponsors: AFC-Holcroft and Allied High Tech!

THE ASM DETROIT CHAPTER extends its sincere thanks to all the professional and
student members who joined us on Thursday, Sept. 18th for our annual Student Mixer at
Conor O’Neill’s in Ann Arbor.

This year’s mixer welcomed over 60 attendees who spent the evening exchanging ideas
and insights on the latest trends in materials science and engineering. The energy was
fantastic—and we even managed to squeeze in a lively round of Materials Science
Pictionary, adding a playful twist to the night’s networking. It was inspiring to see such
strong participation from students representing the University of Michigan, Wayne State
University, Michigan State University, and Schoolcraft College.

We are especially grateful to our evening sponsors, AFC Holcroft and Allied High Tech.
Their continued support of ASM and AFS has been instrumental in making events like
this possible.

Thank you to everyone who helped make the night a success—we look forward to seeing
you at future Chapter events!

Our Materials Science
Pictionary Winners! Luke
Brydges (Michigan State)

and Chase Walraven

Inaugural Material Science
Pictionary With our new ASM
Detroit Admin, Erin Leybourn as
game host
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CHAPTER
OFFICERS
RAJAN BHAMBROO
Chair

MAXWELL MAYHEW
Vice - Chair

YILIU

Secretary

DANIEL BAKER
Treasurer

ERIN LEYBOURN
Chapter Administrator

OLIVIA PELEG
Chapter Intern

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

JASON CORYELL
Attendance/Publicity Chair
NIKKI TIERNAN

Young Members/Student
Affairs — Co- Chair

NICHOLAS LESSNAU
Young Members/Student
Affairs — Co-Chair

KAE POOR

Chapter Council
Representative/National
Affairs and Education/MEI/
Roundtable Chair

TIM STACHOWSKI
Entertainment Co-Chair
TRISHA ROUSE
Entertainment Co-Chair
MANISH MEHTA
Awards/Recognition Chair
ERIC MCCARTY
Finance/Council of Fellows
Chair

JAMES BOILEAU

Member at Large

JP SINGH

Member at Large
ROBERT CRYDERMAN
ESD Affiliate
Representative

TRISTAN BROHM
Paper/Programs Co-Chair
MARK HARPER
Paper/Programs Co-Chair
KATHY HAYRYNEN

ASM Teacher’'s Camp

PEG JONES
ASM Teacher’'s Camp
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COMPREHENSIVE
METALS TESTIN

2025-2026 ASM Detroit Chapter
STEM Outreach Sponsor!

Centre for Induction Technology.

Thanks to Fluxtrol's generous donation we are able to offset the dinner cost

at our monthly chapter dinner meetings for our STEM Outreach attendees.
These attendees include: Teacher Scholarship Winners, University Scholarship

Winners,Community College Scholarship Winners, Metro Detroit Science Fair
Winners, and ESD Future City Winners.

College and university students can also attend our ASM Detroit Chapter
dinner meetings for just $5 thanks to this generous donation!

RTI LABORATO_F{IES, INC.

Enviro , Ci ical & M:

Contact us at
rtilab.com

STOMER QUAL
CCERVICE AWy |

aa

Cert. # 0570.01/.02/.03

Testing

Full Service Independent Metallurgical Lab
- Mechanical, Physical Testing and Chemical Analysis™®
- SEM/EDS Analysis and Metallurgical Failure Analysis*

Environmental Exposure Testing
- Salt Spray, Humidity & Corrosion Testing

Materials Characterization & Analysis
- Paint Failure Analysis and Product Deformulation*

Lloyd Kaufman
Ikaufman@rtilab.com
734-422-8000 x 109

Materials Testing Division
33080 Industrial Road
Livonia Ml 48150

ISO/IEC 17025:2005 accredited lab service

‘Parameters that are specifically referenced in scopes of accreditation

SPONSOR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

consist of: air, high pressure gas, oil,
polymer, salt and water. In addition, we
offer brazing, coating, cryogenic, hot
isostatic pressing (HIP), precision
cutting, shot blasting, straightening
and thermal sand removal services.

Aalberts surface technologies

brings strength, durability, and
precision to every project we
undertake. Our uncompromising

quality and outstanding service are a
matter of course—even for the most
complex products. Our dedicated R&D
staff, metallurgists and technical
advisors provide the expertise and
guidance you can rely on. Our multi-
facility backups mitigate risk and
protect our customers from the
unexpected. We strive to provide a
formal quote within 48 hours to keep
your project on track for success.

In May 2025, Aalberts completed the
acquisition of Paulo Products Company
to expand our North American
presence. Their thermal processing
platform aligns with our strategies to
strengthen  capabilities in  the
automotive, aerospace, defense and
energy sectors. Paulo operates 6
facilities across the US and Mexico.
This integration will further enhance
Aalberts’ technical offerings and
customer proximity.

AFFILIATED WITH...

S — =
g —— 7/

THE ENGINEERING SOCIETY OF DETROIT®
FOUNDED IN 1895

regional sales manager

Mark Bergel
M: 231-342-5686
mark . bergel@aalberts-st.us

Aalberts surface technologies
specialized heat treatment U.S.
209 West Mount Hope Ave.
Lansing, MiI 48910

www.aalberts-htus

aalberts
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http://www.rtilab.com
https://www.element.com/locations/the-americas/detroit-wixom
https://fluxtrol.com/
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mailto:asmdetroitchapter@gmail.com
http://www.appliedprocess.com
http://www.esd.org

W UNITED TECHNICAL Accredited Metallurgical &

LABORATORY SERUICES Mechanical Testing Laboratory

One Source for Your Complete Project

Weld Evaluation

Metallurgical & Mechanical Testin PQOR & WPS Documentation & Testing
Failure Analysis Impact Testing - CVN Non-Destructive Testing
Fatigue Tensile Testing Ultrasonic Testing (UT)
SEM/EDS Micro & Macro Evaluation Eddy Current (ET)
Chemistry Mosaic Image Analysis Penetrant Examination (PT)
Magnetic Particle Examination (MT)

faini iz Case Dopth Radiographic/X-Ray Inspection (RT & CR)

Visual Inspection (VT)

Destructive Testing | Nondestructive Testing | Welding Engineering | Welding Training
A full-service company providing technical solutions for more than 15 years.

Foga) Proudly
@. ATF (Nadcap i
Owned & ==
(accasoreo L e iapeion =
CERTHICATE 8199%0.01
1081 E North Territorial Road
Visit unitedtechl.com, call 248-667-9185 or email sales@unitedtechl.com Whitmore Lake, MI 48130

UKER
RS

. Tribology and
. Mechanical

Testers

CONTACT OUR TRIBOLOGY EXPERT

Rick Kitadai

+1.617.459.1140

www.bruker.com/tribology

ISO/IEC 17025 and NADCAP Accredited Metallurgical Testing
Room Temperature Tensile Testing Metallurgical Consulting
Spark OES qucap

e PRI Process and Product Failure Investigations
Hardness (Rockwell, Vickers, Knoop) ACCREDITED Process, Structure, Property Correlations

Case Depth/Depth of Hardness el Product and Process Research & Development

Microstructure, Grain Size, SEM/EDS Expertise in ferrous and non-ferrous, including exotic alloys

weldaloy

metallurgical laboratory
24011 Hoover Rd: Warren, Ml 48089

For Inquiries, please reach out to
lab@weldaloy.com andjor call (313) 407-4029
Custom solutions, rapid turnaround, with expert team of metallurgists.

https://weldaloy.com/services/testing-analysis/

CHAPTER PROGRAM

OCTOBER 13

ASM & AFS
COMBINED MEETING

LIVONIA MARRIOTT

NOVEMBER 10

NATIONAL OFFICERS
NIGHT

GUEST SPEAKER:
ERIK M MUELLER, PH.D., PE.,

FASM
ASM Trustee (2025-2028)
Materials Research Engineer-
NTSB

FEBRUARY 9
MEMBERSHIP NIGHT

MARCH 9

SUSTAINING
MEMBERS NIGHT

APRIL 9 - (THURSDAY)

ASM & AFS
COMBINED MEETING

MAY 11

WOODSIDE LECTURE
RETURN
T0 PG 1

The Auto/Steel Partnership
Driving
Automotive
Steel Research

and Education
for 36 Years

STELUANTIS

FREE online training
courses available

PerkinElmer

Providing Analytical Solutions for Your

Material Characterization Needs

Allison Tyler
947.466.1135
allison.tyler@perkinelmer.com
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https://weldaloy.com/
http://www.unitedtechnicalinc.com
https://www.bruker.com/
https://a-sp.org/
https://content.perkinelmer.com/
https://connect.asminternational.org/detroitchapter/home
mailto:asmdetroitchapter@gmail.com

THE FOUNDATION TEAM extends heartfelt thanks to the Detroit

Chapter for supporting the Materials Camp — Teachers in Ann

ASM MATERIALS Arbor. Teachers enjoy professional development that’s second to
EDUCATION FOUNDATION none—fun, hands-on, and inspiring—so they can spark curiosity and
creativity in their students. From first-class facilities to homemade

With Gratitude cookies, this support makes the camp experience truly

from the ASM unforgett?lbloe. - | |
. In appreciation, Chapter members are invited to the Ignite the Night
Materials Celebration & Cocktail Reception on Monday, October 20, from
Education 6:00—-8:00 p.m. at The Westin Book Cadillac Detroit. This
. special evening will celebrate the teachers who inspire and the
Foundation students who imagine what’s possible.

Guests will also get the chance to step into the camp experience
through interactive demonstrations and hands-on activities - the
same engaging programming that makes the camp such a game-
changer for teachers and students.

CINON TIMWO—-0O0)

To RSVP, please contact Kristie Maravalli, Campaign Director, at
440-671-3813 or KRISTIE.MARAVALLI@ASM.INTERNATIONAL.ORG.

Constructing competence in Failure Analy-
sis is the preeminent technical guide, de- | 3 b

tailing a comprehensive and new six-step | © ( sunteccorp.com
method for performing fractography. It| : . SU N TEc

powerfully revisions the Failure Analysis ES !
(FA) Process detailing modern ap-

proaches for visual inspection, NDT, spec-
imens selection, cutting and more.

This visionary compendium details how
human factors enable or distract investi-
gators. And it facilitates better scope ne-
gotiations, provides specialized vocabu-
lary for clarity with clients, and has thought
provoking real-life FA stories, making the
book suitable for a Capstone course in
failure analysis for multidisciplinary engi-
neering programs.

HARDNESS TESTERS
AND ACCESSORIES

Rockwell Type

Knoop / Vickers

Brinell
It's a book full of images and instruction.
If you love digging into how things fail,
then you will love exploring this book. It is
your definitive career-long companion. It
shines a light on basic practical issues.
By including epistemology, it promotes
mastery of the technical body of know-
ledge and promotes confidence in your
FA conclusions.

Hardness Standards
Indenters

Tensile / Compression and
Ductility Machines

il CLERED ARS

Metallographic Equipment
and Consumables
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. Accredited Repair
For information about failure analysis Bl and Calibration
seminars, schedule and detailed content, | :

please visit: .
holistic-failure-analysis.com : @! CLC-50 ARS 20
y : i Beelnw AUTOMATIC LOAD CELL HV / HK SYSTEMS

To order a copy of the book, visit: :
a.co/d/7A6cJgh :

For more info, contact Debbie at; @ D:;:?N m%‘mlfw E

DaAliya@itothen.com WETROMENT MdSdte o GOGAN
or 1-616-475-0059 : 46590 Ryan Court, Novi, Ml 48377 (248) 669-3100
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IA BUEHLER Your Partner for Success
L 1]

COR-MET. o»

SPECIALTY CORED WIRE
COATED WELDING ELECTRODES
TOOL STEEL MIG & TIG

Proven Innovations for
Metallography Laboratories

12500 Grand River Road

%ecccccccsccccsccccsscccssccs
@eeccccccsccccsccccssscccsscce

For Mors Information Contact: Visit www. buehler.com Tel: 810-227-3251 Brighton, MI 48116 U.S.A.
Jon Peavey or to shop consumables sales@leco.com | 269-985-5496 @ Fax: 810-227-9266 www.cor-met.com
(734) 2745064 | Jon Peavey@bushler.com www.shop.buehler.com LECO Corporation | www.leco.com . L 4 ‘

At.t.ie=L) sample Preparation Solutions for YOUR Materials

HiGH TSECH PADOULCTS, iNC.

* Metals * Composites * Plastics/Polymers
* Electronics * Ceramics/Glass  * Thermal Sprays

Lecations

* Eastern PA
= Western PA
« South Carolina
» California
+ San Diega
. « Connecticut
jbutchart@alliedhightech.com
www.alliedhightech.com

solaratm.com

CARL WESOLOWSKI

. Regional Sales Manager

INDUCTOHEAT

An Inductatherm Group Company

32251 North Avis Drive tel

Madison Heights, Ml 48071

Y’ 800-828-6866
www.metlabhcorp

carlwi@inductoheal . com www. inductoheat. com

R R v v 8 .wn"- H EEia i BN

Paul Bogdajewicz
Regional Sales Manager
pbogdajewlcz@ajaxtocco.com
(317) 815-1126
Cris Candela
Aftermarket Sales Manager
ccandela@ajaxtocco.com

) GASBARRE

THERMAL PROCESSING SYSTEMS
Batch = Continuous = Atmosphere = Vacuum = Rebuilds
Upgrades = Alloy Fabrications = Replacement Parts

734.656.2000 | 12250 Belden Court, Livonia Ml 48150 | GasbarrelFS@gasbarre.c

www.gasbarre.com

(586) 215-8709

" 24/7 Customer Servi::e m "m‘
800-547-1527 v

ajaxtocco.com

30100 Stephensan Hwy, Madison Heighls, MI 48071
Induction Scanners ~ Power Supplies  Parts, Maintenance & Service

wecccccccsccccsccccscccssccce

/ Struers

Ensuring Certainty

YOUR SOURCE FOR

Metallography & Hardness Testing . ‘7 METALLURGICAL TESTING,
When it comes to your metallographic preparation and ANALYSIS & CONSULTATION.
1esting solutions, Struers delivers...

Powerhul Equipment

High-Quality Consumables

Intedligeend Support

Outslanding Service
Contact Struers Account Represaniative
Jeff Wiswary at +1 616.323.3483
jeffery wiswary@struers.com
shruers com

METALLURGY, L.L.C. 10400 Capital St.
Oak Park, Ml 48237

Telephone: (248) 543-3578

testing @titanmetallurgy.com

We specialize in quick turnaround time and customer satisfaction. www.titanmetallurgy.com

9
y ;g
=9] /

oichelin group

reqOlCROF

Industrial fumnace solutions

Atmosphere
& Surface
Combustion

Continuous
Technology Leader for Thermal

. Controls p )
Industrial Furnaces and o Processing Equipment
. - acuum
Therma] ProceSSIng qu'"pment T z e AFC-Holcroft, LL.C. Phone +1 248-624-8191
Allc Batch Integral Quench Furnace 49630 Pontiac Trai Fax  +1248-624-3710
1 _800_537_8980 OEM Aftermarke Wixom, M| 48383-2009

U.S.A sales@afc-holcroft.com
www.afc-holcroft.com -

surfacecombustion.com RX® Endothermic

CIvON IIMWO—-100

[x)]
[=]
-
-
[1°]
Q
(-
]
(7]
2.
-
=
[2°]
-
-
']
=
[=]
-
D
)
-
&
Qe
[5°]
—
-
(=]
=:
[x]
-
[-Y)
=
—
[2°]
=
-
[=]
3
[5-]
(£2]
(-]
=z
—
o
=
.P
[X2]
(=1}
1
(-]
[<1]
(7]
3
Qe
[5°]
—
-
[=]
=:
(1]
-
[-Y)
=
—
[2°]
®
=
3
3,
)
[=]
3

RETURN
10 PG1


http://www.surfacecombustion.com
https://connect.asminternational.org/detroitchapter/home
mailto:asmdetroitchapter@gmail.com
http://www.titanmetallurgy.com
http://www.gasbarre.com
http://www.metlabcorp.com
https://afc-holcroft.com/en/
http://www.ajaxtocco.com
http://www.inductoheat.com
https://www.alliedhightech.com/
mailto:jbutchart@alliedhightech.com
http://www.alliedhightech.com
https://solaratm.com/
https://www.struers.com
https://www.buehler.com
http://www.cor-met.com
https://go.leco.com/asmd/metallographic-solutions

OBITUARY

DAVID
SPONSELLER

OCTOBER 2, 1931 -
SEPTEMBER 25, 2025

We are deeply saddened by the passing of longtime ASM supporter, David Sponseller.
David was a dedicated member of ASM for 75 years, and his unwavering enthusiasm
and generous spirit left a lasting impact on our community. His zest for life and
steadfast support of ASM will be fondly remembered and sorely missed.

DAVID L. SPONSELLER’s remarkable career in metallurgy spanned more than six decades, marked
by innovation, leadership, and a deep commitment to advancing his profession.

His industrious spirit showed early, beginning with newspaper routes in Canton, Ohio, where he grew
up and graduated from Lincoln High School. A proud Eagle Scout, he carried those values of
perseverance and service into every part of his life.

Dave graduated Magna Cum Laude from the University of Notre Dame in 1953 with a Bachelor of
Science in Metallurgy. He then served in the U.S. Navy through ROTC, spending two years aboard the
battleship USS Missouri and the aircraft carrier USS Bennington, followed by two years teaching
engineering at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. He earned his Ph.D. in Metallurgy
from the University of Michigan in 1962 and later returned to Notre Dame as a faculty member, where
he taught engineering.

After earning his doctorate, Dave joined Climax Molybdenum Lab in 1965, where he developed high-
strength alloys for jet engines and the energy industry. Ahead of his time in sustainability, he often
biked to the lab on his green Schwinn, rain or shine. In 1987, he founded OMNI Metals Laboratory in
Ann Arbor, which he led for 38 years. True to his passion for discovery, he continued working at OMNI
until the end of his life. His professional accomplishments included six patents, more than 50
publications, and regular participation in national conferences, where he presented research, served
on committees, and mentored younger engineers.

Dave was also a dedicated member of ASM International for 75 years, a testament to his lifelong
commitment to the field of metallurgy. One of the highlights of his career came in 2022 when he
delivered the prestigious ASM Detroit Chapter Woodside Lecture, speaking on “The Golden Age of
Metallurgy, Our Rich Heritage.” He and his wife Katherine were frequent attendees at ASM Detroit
Chapter meetings, where they enjoyed engaging with colleagues, students, and friends in the
profession.

Outside of his professional life, Dave was known for his love of music and performance, singing with
the Notre Dame Men'’s Glee Club, local choirs, and at countless family celebrations. As Scoutmaster of
Boy Scout Troop 8, he was especially proud that all six of his sons earned the Eagle Scout Award. He
also embraced his German heritage, teaching himself the language and keeping up with world news
on his shortwave radio. An avid hockey player, he even earned local newspaper fame for his skating
adventures on Ann Arbor’s Thurston Pond.

In 2015, Dave married Katherine Noeltner Davis, with whom he shared more than 10 years of
partnership, travel, and teamwork in running OMNI Metals Laboratory. Kathie’s love and support
sustained him during a 10-year battle with bone marrow cancer, and together they continued to live
life to the fullest—returning from a trip to Scotland just days before his passing.

David Sponseller will be remembered not only for his groundbreaking contributions to metallurgy and
his decades of service to ASM, but also for his energy, curiosity, and generosity as a mentor, colleague,
husband, father, and friend. To see details on the visitation and funeral, follow THIS LINK
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https://www.niefuneralhomes.com/memorials/david-sponseller/5642933/index.php
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