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Mark Your Calendars 
• ASFMRA/RLI Joint Spring Seminar: March 30, 2022—Ankeny, IA 

• ISU Soil Management and Land Valucation Conference: May 18— Ames, IA 

• ASFMRA Education Week: July 18-22, 2022 — Des Moines, IA 

• ASFMRA Leadership Institute: August 17-19, 2022—Johnston, IA 

• ASFMRA Annual Conference: November 8-11, 2022—San Antonio, TX 

• ASFMRA Iowa Chapter Annual Meeting: February 1-2, 2023—Ames, IA 

 

 

American Society of  Farm  
Managers and Rural Appraisers 

Iowa Chapter  

The Iowa Chapter of the American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers works to inspire  
its members to professional competence, high ethical standards and educational excellence while 

enhancing networking opportunities and public awareness. 

President’s Comments 
Morgan Troendle, AFM 
 

Greetings! With a quarter of 2022 nearly wrapped up, this year is certainly 
another one full of turbulence and opportunities with all the market and 
global activities that have occurred in the first three months! It’s once again, a 
great example of why membership in the Society can be so helpful to stay 
informed as professionals and to prepared to help our clients understand how 
various global and local events may affect them and their farmland assets. 

It’s hard to believe spring is just around the corner, as we have had a relatively 
“quiet” winter for Iowa standards, with limited snow fall. Most importantly, we 
had no major weather issues for those attending the annual meeting in 
person once again! We were fortunate to have the ability to gather in person 
this year to hear from a great set of speakers. 

• Nathan Kauffman with the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City brought us up to speed on 
current economic conditions 

• Kaj O’Mara with KCRG TV helped us better understand weather forecasting capabilities 

• Lisa Schulte-Moore, who just received the Iowa State 2022 Dean’s Citation Award, provided a 
Carbon Credits 101 session 

In addition to the great speakers, Dr. Ronald Deiter, who many of you know well, received our Iowa 
Chapter Distinguished Service to Agriculture Award, and left us with some great advice as he accepted 
his award.  

As a reminder, the presentations from the meeting are available on our website if you were unable to 
attend or want a refresher. 

continued on next page 

https://www.asfmra.org/iowa/participate/ourlibrary
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For those of you available on March 30, I would encourage you to participate the in the ASFMRA/RLI 
Spring Seminar which will include several current topics that will get you up to speed on items you will 
likely discuss with clients and farmers in the coming weeks.  

In addition, coming up in May, we will have the opportunity to attend the Iowa State Land and Soil 
Valuation conference at Iowa State on May 18.  

I also wanted to encourage anyone who already has their AFM designation, to take a look at the 
convenient online opportunity, Becoming an Accredited Ag Consultant, available on May 17-19.  This is a 
required class to become an Accredited Ag Consultant (AAC). By earning your AAC designation, you 
differentiate yourself among your peers as an expert in consulting standards, financial analysis, data 
gathering, succession planning, and more. 

Finally, I want to wish everyone a safe and productive spring and planting season during the next several 
weeks! 

Farm Land Rental Survey 
Iowa State University professor, Dr. Alejandro Plastina is in the process 
of updating the Iowa Farm Land Rental Survey (annual publication) 
and he needs your help!! 

Responses should be submitted by April 22, 2022. Documents are 
included in this newsletter email or you can submit your responses 
online.  

You can view the Cash Rental Rates for Iowa 2021 survey on the Iowa 
State website. 

https://www.asfmra.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=7852f573-7082-48c0-90cc-8a3410379396&Home=%2Feducation%2Feducation-calendar&utm_source=constantcontact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=aac2promo031422
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_25C3dI91h4sK7XM
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/1841
http://www.peoplescompany.com/
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2022 Hybrid Annual Meeting was a Success 

Thank you to all who attended the 2022 ASFMRA Iowa Chapter Annual Meeting! We had great 
attendance again this year and our speakers were top notch. Presentations from the Annual Meeting 
can be found on the ASFMRA website.  

Thank you to the Board of Directors, Friends Committee and the Education Committee for all of your 
hard work. It takes many hands to pull of this event every year. If you are interested in helping with our 
2023 annual meeting, please contact Traci Schermerhorn iowaASFMRA@gmail.com or 515.633.7993. 
Mark your calendars for February 1-2, 2023. 

https://www.asfmra.org/communities/community-home/librarydocuments?attachments=&communitykey=61531538-7f3a-4efc-a51e-cf5e93337a23&defaultview=&libraryentry=48fad6bc-ba06-4a5b-934f-71ddd16d837f&libraryfolderkey=&pageindex=0&pagesize=12&search=&sort=most_rec
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https://ag.fmc.com/us/en/xyway-brand-fungicides?utm_term=xyway%20fungicide&utm_campaign=FMC+-+Fungicides+(21-FMC-2024)&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=5339813197&hsa_cam=15236111432&hsa_grp=132418443489&hsa_ad=560838319646&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-1
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ASFMRA Member Focus 
Jake Miller, AFM 
 

Each issue of the ASFMRA Iowa Chapter newsletter will focus on one of our members. This month we 
introduce Jake Miller. Jake is a director on the Iowa Chapter Board of Directors. 

Describe your experience and education related to the property 
professional field.  
I grew up in Nevada, IA where I was heavily involved in FFA and 4-H.  
Through the opportunities with family, friends, the community and 
great vocational ag instructors I became heavily interested in 
agriculture. I graduated from Iowa State University, majoring in Ag 
Systems Technology. After ISU, I spent 3 years working with Syngenta 
Seeds Inc. in their commercial and parent soybean seed production 
business mainly in western Iowa and eastern Nebraska while based out 
of Jefferson/Carroll.  In early 2011 I joined Pioneer Hi-Bred and served as 
an Agronomist & Field Operations Manager overseeing field activities 
for the Dysart, Reinbeck, and Toledo Production plants.  In May of 2019 I 
took a step outside of my comfort zone and joined  Hertz Farm 
Management and shortly there after became an ASFMRA member 
where I received my AFM in 2021.                                                    

Describe what led you to become a chapter member of the Iowa 
ASFMRA Chapter and why you remain a member.    
Through colleagues and the Hertz organization it became clear to me the power of relationships the 
ASFMRA organization offers. Already, I have met many great individuals and can’t wait to continue to 
meet many more. I greatly enjoy the educational opportunities that are also a part of the ASFMRA 
organization.  

Describe personal background items that would be of interest to fellow chapter members.  
I am an avid outdoors man.  My passion is pheasant hunting, versatile dog training, and shooting sports.  
Also, I enjoy many activities with my two boys where I have coached soccer, baseball, and basketball. 

Describe a couple memorable or unique experiences in your life. 
I’ve been lucky enough to have many people present opportunities for me to grow professionally and for 
pleasure.  As a young boy growing up in town and still having the opportunities to be able to become 
heavily involved in agriculture through showing livestock and working on farms has open doors for me.  
Some of my greatest memories are sharing experiences with my family & friends.  I thoroughly enjoy 
giving my sons the opportunities to create their own accomplishments.   

ASFMRA Accreditation Toolkit 
ASFMRA Accredited members have earned the highest recognition given by the 
Society after meeting rigorous qualifying and continuing education requirements, 
as well as demonstrating extensive practical experience in their profession. They 
exhibit a high level of competence and ethical fitness that is valued by clients 
seeking appraisal, consulting and management services. 
 
Accredited ASFMRA members can make the most of their designations by 
marketing their accreditation to potential clients and partners. ASFMRA has an 
online Accreditation Toolkit that includes several easily-implementable suggestions 
that Accredited members can use to distinguish themselves from their peers. 

https://www.asfmra.org/resources/accreditation-toolkit 
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Learning from our Scholarship Applicants 
Traci Schermerhorn 
Every year I have the opportunity to attend the 
scholarship interviews at Iowa State and the University 
of Northern Iowa with our scholarship committee. I am 
always so impressed by the students that we meet. Not 
only have they been incredibly successful academically, 
but their involvement in extracurricular activities is 
impressive. 

A few years ago, one of our committee members had a 
child who was starting college the next year. He told 
the applicants this and asked them what piece of 
advice they would give a new student starting college. 
The answers were really interesting, so we’ve continued 
to ask this question every year. Below are some answers from our 2022 scholarship winners. I think we 
can all appreciate these suggestions, not only for future college students, but also for those of us who are 
involved in many community and business organizations. 

• Get a calendar and write down all the information from your syllabus so you stay organized. 

• Get involved in multiple campus activities, but once you find what you are passionate about, say 
“no” to the activities that don’t align with that passion. 

• Slow down. Enjoy your freshmen year and take it all in. 

• Get involved on campus—that’s where the fun happens. Oh, and go to ISU! 

• Try to figure out a good mix of fun and studying early on.  

• Prioritize academics but get involved in campus activities too. Find people you want to be like 
and hang out close to them. 

• Get involved and network with those in your classes and campus activities. 

http://www.bayer.org/
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March and April Anniversaries 
Congratulations to the following members celebrating anniversaries with ASFMRA! 

Richard Isaacson, AFM, ARA - 03/19/77 
Kent Smith, AFM - 03/22/84 
Jerry Moss - 03/22/84 
Steven Tubbs, AFM - 03/29/85 
Fred Greder, ARA - 03/29/85 
Brian Linnemeyer, ARA - 03/06/87 
Ed Brown, ARA - 03/19/88 
Jon Sickelka, AFM - 03/22/91 
Kenneth Schmitt, AFM - 03/27/92 
Paul Sickler, AFM - 03/27/92 
Thad Naeve - 03/17/95 
Robert Regenwether, AFM - 04/21/95 

Dale Knight - 03/12/99 
David Tonsfeldt - 03/12/99 
Kevin Flaherty - 03/12/99 
Michael Tometich - 03/12/99 
Tim Janssen - 03/12/99 
John Van Zee - 04/16/99 
Paul Mausser, AFM - 04/30/04 
Joel Klemish, ARA - 03/02/07 
Clint Freund, AFM - 03/25/13 
Jeff Jorgensen - 04/03/13 
Joel Ambrose - 03/21/14 
Sean McDonald, AFM - 03/11/15 

Jeannie Fetrow - 03/23/16 
Gerald Stein, AFM - 04/21/16 
Elliot Smith - 04/21/16 
Carrie Seidel - 04/23/18 
Alanda Meyer - 03/06/19 
Tony Jennings - 03/12/19 
Olivia Schlarmann - 03/06/20 
Colton Lacina, AFM - 04/16/20 
Calvin Carlson - 03/03/21 
Megan Reasoner - 03/04/21 
Jeffrey Cuddeback - 03/26/21 

ASFMRA—Iowa Chapter 

Traci Schermerhorn, Executive Director 

 PO Box 785, Ankeny Iowa     515.633.7993      IowaASFMRA@gmail.com 

https://www.corteva.com/who-we-are/our-history.html

