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Mark Your Calendars 

• SMLV Conference: May 16, 2018 – Ames, IA 

• Summer Education Week: June 24–29, 2018 -Des Moines, IA 

• ASFMRA Leadership Institute: September 10-14, 2018—Washington D.C. 

• ASFMRA National Meeting: October 29–November 2, 2018 – Chandler, AZ 

• ASFMRA Iowa Chapter Annual Meeting: February 5-7, 2019—Ames, IA 

 

 

American Society of  Farm  

Managers and �ural Appraisers 

Iowa Chapter 

The Iowa Chapter of the American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers works to inspire  

its members to professional competence, high ethical standards and educational excellence while 

enhancing networking opportunities and public awareness. 

President’s Comments, Chad Hertz, AFM 
 

March has arrived, and we find ourselves ready for a season change and the 
arrival of Spring. Some of us are working through the last bits of crop year 
planning or have experienced some sort of change in leasing plans brought on by 
farm transitions or operating note restrictions. It seems that words like “variable” 
or “volatile” are used a lot to describe agricultural weather and markets.  One of 
my favorite quotes is from Mike Tyson, the former boxer, “Everyone has a plan 
until they get punched in the mouth.”  This reality, that things rarely go according 
to plan, is our great opportunity as professionals.  It is why we come together to 
learn, share ideas and support each other as we serve and support our clients.  

I’d like to take this month’s presidential comments to encourage you to take 
advantage of our education offerings this year and to invite a colleague who isn’t a member yet. We 
have a calendar full of opportunities and all it takes to bring someone is inviting them.  

We had a great annual meeting in Ames this past February and picked up a number of key insights from 
the Chinese market to the Iowa Ag weather outlook to the current structure of farm financial 
performance.  I took away a list of items that I will be sharing with clients over the coming months.  In 
case you missed a presentation or wanted to get a copy of the slides, you can access them using this 

link: Annual Meeting Presentations. The link will take you to the ASFMRA.org website and once 
logged in, you will find each of the presentations shared with us.   

Last week we held a USPAP class and our joint meeting with RLI.  We received great feedback from both 
classes. Through these links, you can access the Spring Seminar Presentations as well as the RLI Land 
Trends and Values results. On May 16, the Soil Management and Land Value Conference will be held at 
Scheman Center at Iowa State in Ames.  

In June the ASFMRA Summer Education Week or SEW will be held in Des Moines starting June 20 and 
continuing through June 30.  This will be a great opportunity to get coursework toward your 
accreditation completed furthering your professional knowledge and skills.  There will be an Accredited 
Ag Consulting part 1 and part 2 course offered.  If you are an AFM, the AAC2 course is a good way to take 
another step in your advancement and offers you a fast track opportunity to become an Accredited Ag 
Consultant.                 (Cont.) 
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Iowa Chapter Committee Focus 
YPN Committee 
Chair: Spencer Smith 
 

Greetings from the YPN Committee,  

This year’s YPN Committee will focus on reaching out to current, new and future 
members of the Iowa Chapter of ASFMRA. With the committee consisting of new 
members we are hoping to bring fresh ideas to the chapter and our future events. 
The new committee consists of Spencer Smith (Hertz Farm Management), Justin 
Bahr (Hertz Farm Management), Thomas Schutter (Farmers National Company), Kyle Walker (Peoples 
Company) and Pete Smith (Smith Land Services). There is also one open spot on the YPN committee for 
any individuals wishing to help with these efforts.  

The YPN Committee is currently planning a networking event for all Iowa Chapter members to take 
place this summer. We are also laying out the ground work for a networking and recruitment event at 
Iowa State University in the fall. We plan to sponsor a speaker to discuss the power of networking and 
communication to share with current students at Iowa State. The YPN committee sees this as an 
opportunity to network with future members that will be entering the field in the coming years. We are 
hoping to have several members of the YPN committee in attendance to network with future members. 
If any chapter member would like to help or be involved with the event we encourage you to let a 
member of the committee know. The YPN committee will continue to help sponsor future speakers at 
meetings and opportunities for all to network at future events.  

If you are interested in joining the YPN committee, please contact Traci Schermerhorn at 
iowaASFMRA@gmail.com or 515.633.7993 (call or text). 

(Continued from Pg. 1) 

I know these are all in previous emails and penciled in on your calendar.  I just want to personally invite 
you to take advantage of these opportunities to learn and create value through your expertise and 
professionalism.  I also want to encourage you to bring a friend to some or all of these meetings or at 
least walk away with a new friend.  See you at the meetings. 

USDA Agricultural Outlook Forum 
Wendong Zhang, ASFMRA Iowa Chapter Academic Vice President, presented on February 22, 2018 at the 
94th Annual USDA Agricultural Outlook Forum - The Roots of Prosperity, in Arlington, Virginia. He gave 
the presentation "Update on US Land Values and Cash Rents." You can find more information on the 
forum through the links. 

144 Envelopes Fundraiser 
The Board of the Education Foundation wants to thank all of you who 
participated in our new fundraiser at the ASFMRA Iowa Chapter Annual 
Meeting.  The sale of envelopes raised $3,834, which brings us closer to our 
goal of raising $75,000 for the foundation.  To date we’ve raised $66,914.   

Look for another fundraiser next year.  Thoughts for new fundraisers include a 
March Madness Pool and a Giving Tuesday Campaign. If you have ideas for 
future fundraisers, contact Traci Schermerhorn at iowaASFMRA@gmail.com. 
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ASFMRA Member Focus 
Mike Nissly, AFM, Treasurer  
 

Each issue of the ASFMRA Iowa Chapter newsletter will focus on one 
of our members. This month we introduce Mike Nissly, AFM.  
 

Describe your experience and education related to the 
property professional field.  
I graduated from Iowa State University with a BS in Agricultural 
Business with a minor in Farm Management. I also held my Iowa 
Insurance license and Iowa Real Estate Salesman's license when I 
graduated. I had spent the summer's working for my father. I guess 
that would be today's internship. Upon graduation I started full 
time..1982. Right at the beginning of the biggest farm recession in recent history. My father was a strong 
proponent of the Iowa Chapter and ASFMRA and I started right off taking the beginning management 
classes that summer. I received my AFM in 1987. 
 

Describe what led you to become a chapter member of the Iowa ASFMRA Chapter and 
why you remain a member.    
Membership was a must. My father was a past president of the Iowa Chapter and supported my 
membership and education track.  And, who wouldn't want to hang out with like minded professionals 
who are experiencing the same trials as you? 
 

Describe personal background items that would be of interest to fellow chapter members.  
My dad, Jack, turned 90 this January. He still comes into the office nearly everyday. It has been a real 
blessing to be able to work beside him for the past 35 years. When I started in 1982 I never dreamed it 
would work like this. Small businesses can compete amongst the bigger firms, you just have to find your 
nitch and be diversified. 
 

Describe a couple memorable or unique experiences in your life. 
Tim Fevold, Kent Smith and I received our AFM's together in 1987. We later served on the Chapter Board 
together and followed each other through the chairs. That is why I appreciate the chapter and society so 
much…being able to have career friendships that go beyond the job. Tim Fevold and I traveled together 
to our Advanced Farm Management course in NE Arkansas. When we arrived we were surprised to find 
that the county we were in was dry…as in no alcohol…thankfully, it was a short drive to the next county.   
 

Anything else you’d like to share? 
I'm honored to be serving the chapter as your treasurer.  This is a position that has been held by a few 
great men.  Following Larry Trede, who handled the position for 25+ years has been humbling.  Not sure 
I'll hang on that long, but it will be fun to try  

Farm Manager of  the Year 
ASFMRA, AgPro magazine and Syngenta are now accepting nominations for the 2018 Farm Manager of 
the Year Award. The Farm Manager of the Year Award recognizes farm managers whose dedication and 
commitment to agriculture has benefited their clients, the American consumer and our most precious 
commodity – the land. 
 
Since 1986, ASFMRA, AgPro and Syngenta have worked together to recognize an outstanding farm 
manager or farm management team. Past Iowa Chapter winners include: Jim Frevert (88), William 
Holstine (89) Jim Rebhun (91), Kirk Weih (93), Rex Wilcox (94), Calvin Dickson (95), Darrell Limkeman (98), 
Tim Fevold (00) Bruce Ahrens (03), Pat Hengen (04), Thien Farm Management (05), Jeff Troendle (09), 
Ken Schmidt (13), Bob Regenwether (14), Dick Pringnitz (16) 
 
 Contact Traci Schermerhorn at iowaASFMRA@gmail.com if you want to nominate an Iowa Chapter 
member for this award. Nominations are due to ASMFRA by April 30, 2018.     
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March and April Anniversaries 
Congratulations to the following members celebrating anniversaries with ASFMRA! 

ASFMRA—Iowa Chapter 

Traci Schermerhorn, Executive Secretary 

 PO Box 785, Ankeny Iowa     515.633.7993      IowaASFMRA@gmail.com 

Jon Sickela, AFM-3/22/1991 

Kent Smith, AFM-3/22/1984 

Clint Freund, AFM-3/25/2013 

Richard Dodds, AFM-3/26/1982 

Kenneth Schmitt, AFM-3/27/1992 

Paul Sickler, AFM-3/27/1992 

Robert Regenwether, AFM-4/21/1995 

Paul Mausser, AFM-4/30/2004 

Richard Isaacson, AFM-3/19/1977 

Steven Tubbs, AFM-3/29/1985 

Joel Klemish, ARA-3/2/2007 

Brian Linnemeyer, ARA-3/6/1987 

Ed Brown, ARA-3/19/1988 

Vernon Greder, ARA-3/29/1985 

Donald Kearn-3/1/2009 

Richard Zollinger-3/7/2017 

Dan Cunning-3/10/1979 

Sean McDonald-3/11/2015 

Dale Knight-3/12/1999 

David Tonsfeldt-3/12/1999 

Kevin Flaherty-3/12/1999 

Michael Tometich-3/12/1999 

Rodney Bortz-3/12/1999 

Tim Janssen-3/12/1999 

Thad Naeve-3/17/1995 

Joel Ambrose-3/21/2014 

Jerry Moss-3/22/1984 

Austin Haywood-3/23/2011 

Jeannie Fetrow-3/23/2016 

Mandy Hoistad-4/1/2017 

Jeff Jorgensen-4/3/2013 

John Van Zee-4/16/1999 

Samuel Boyce-4/19/2017 

Elliot Smith-4/21/2016 

Gerald Stein-4/21/2016 

2018 Annual Meeting 
Thank you to all who attended the 2018 ASFMRA Iowa Chapter Annual Meeting! We had great attendance 
again this year and our speakers were top notch. Presentations from the Annual Meeting can be found on 
the ASFMRA website.  

Thank you to the Board of Directors, Friends Committee and the Education Committee for all of your hard 
work. It takes many hands to pull of this event every year. If you are interested in helping with our 2019 
annual meeting, please contact Traci Schermerhorn iowaASFMRA@gmail.com or 515.633.7993. Mark your 
calendars for February 5-7, 2019. 

Congrats to Chad Husman, 

AFM, our 2017 Early Career 

Award Winner 

Thank you Jim Jensen, AFM, 

ARA for your service as 2017 

Chapter President. 

Thank you Craig Harris for your 

service as 2017 Foundation 

President 

Congrats to our 2017 Scholarship 

Winners. What an impressive group 

of students with bright futures. 

Update Your ASFMRA Pro2le 
Promote your services and expand your clientele by making it easier for others to locate you on the 
ASFMRA website.  Review your profile and ensure that it is up-to-date, and be sure to include important 
keywords that can help members and potential clients find you as they search ‘Find a Land Expert’.  To 
update your profile, go to www.asfmra.org and login. Click on your picture by the search bar at the top of 
the page. If your picture isn't’ there, start updating your profile by adding one!  


