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• ASFMRA Iowa Chapter Annual Meeting: February 1-2, 2023—Ankeny, IA 

• ASFMRA/RLI Joint Spring Seminar: March 29, 2023—Ankeny, IA 

• ASFMRA Iowa/Missouri Joint Summer Meeting: August 3-4, 2023—Kansas City 

• ASFMRA Annual Meeting: November 11-17, 2023—Nashville, TN 

Mark Your Calendars 

 

 

American Society of  Farm  
Managers and Rural Appraisers 

Iowa Chapter  

The Iowa Chapter of the American Society of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers works to inspire  
its members to professional competence, high ethical standards and educational excellence while 

enhancing networking opportunities and public awareness. 

President’s Comments 
Morgan Troendle, AFM 
 

Happy Holidays Iowa Chapter! I hope everyone had a safe harvest season and will 
be able to take some time to enjoy a break and time with family and friends over 
the coming weeks! 

We finalized the annual meeting agenda at our board meeting in November. We 
were fortunate enough to hold our meeting at the FFA Enrichment Center, where 
we will hold the annual meeting in 2023. The board had the opportunity to see the 
venue and discuss plans for the meeting setup. After touring the location, we are 
excited about the change and the opportunity for our members to experience this outstanding venue! 

In addition to a new meeting location, we look forward to great information from our lineup of speakers, 
including Stephen Frerichs, Brian Wiggins, Paimun Amini, Kristine Tidgren, Carl Babbler, Matt Reardon, 
Steve Nicholson, and Steve Maulberger. 

Despite having already moved on to his next opportunity, Dr. Wendong Zhang is helping to facilitate the 
ISU Land Value Survey one last time, so we want to remind everyone to take some time to help provide 
information for this widely respected and heavily relied upon survey. The more responses, the better! 

It was great to see so many of our Iowa Chapter members at the 
ASFMRA Annual Conference in San Antonio. We had an impressive 
group from the Iowa Chapter receiving accreditations and awards! 
Congratulations to Kirk Weih for receiving the H.E. Stalcup Excellence in 
Education award! In addition, our chapter received the Patron Chapter 
award again this year. 

A couple of topics to highlight from the meeting were the discussion of 
ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance Standards) in Institutional 
Ag Investments presented by Brian Kernohan with Manulife Investment 
Management, as well as the topic of Greenhouse Emissions in animal 
agriculture presented by Dr. Frank Mitloehner with UC Davis. Both are 

topics will likely influence our members at some point in the future and are important to be aware of.   

We hope everyone has a great holiday season and end to 2022! 
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Early Career Award 
The Early Career Award is given annually by the ASFMRA Iowa Chapter at our annual meeting. The Early 
Career Award, similar to the national award, recognizes early career Iowa Chapter members who are 
making outstanding contributions to the Iowa Chapter, ASFMRA, and the profession.  
 
Eligibility requirements include:  
• An active member of the Iowa Chapter with more than three (3) but less than ten (10) years of work 

experience in professional farm management, rural appraisal, or consultation 
• Actively involved in farm management, rural appraisal, rural property review, or appropriate 

consultation. 
• Demonstrated progress and/or success in completing the necessary requirements for an appropriate 

accredited ASFMRA title or has been recently accredited 
• Active in the Iowa Chapter by serving on committee(s) or other leadership responsibilities 
• Active in his/her local community through participation in community service activities 
• Active in the ASFMRA through ASFMRA national convention(s) or committee participation or other 

appropriate leadership responsibilities 
 
Nominations for this award can be made by any chapter member, chapter officer or a chapter director. 
Self-nominations are welcomed and encouraged. Award requirements and application can be found 
online. 
 
The Early Career Award Winner will be announced and recognized at the Iowa Chapter annual meeting. 
The recipient will be presented a plaque and a cash award of $750 to be used for expenses to attend an 
ASFMRA annual meeting, expenses to attend an ASFMRA education school or multi-day seminar 
required for accreditation, or expenses to attend the ASFMRA Leadership Institute. The award will be 
funded by the Education Foundation of the Iowa Chapter of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers.    

https://www.asfmra.org/viewdocument/asfmra-iowa-chapter-early-career-aw?CommunityKey=61531538-7f3a-4efc-a51e-cf5e93337a23
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ASFMRA Member Focus 
Peter Isaacson, AFM, AAC—Peoples Company  
 

Each issue of the ASFMRA Iowa Chapter newsletter will focus on one of our members. This month we 
introduce Peter Isaacson, AFM, AAC.  
 
Describe your experience and education related to the property 
professional field.  

I started with Peoples Company less than a year out of college in 2018, so the 
learning curve was relatively steep. Classes offered through the society have 
helped shape me as a manager, and in 2021 I completed my AFM 
designation, followed by my AAC designation in 2022. Getting these 
designations has been the highlight of my career so far and I was able to 
meet great people from all over the country. I also serve on the Iowa YPN 
committee which has helped me build connections within my age group. I 
look forward to future opportunities within the society and hope to someday 
serve on a national board to further my involvement. 

Describe what led you to become a chapter member of the Iowa 
ASFMRA Chapter and why you remain a member.    

Joining the Iowa chapter was encouraged by my employer, but I also saw the value early on as it relates 
to collaboration and networking with colleagues. I have been a member since 2018 and the state 
conference is one of my favorite events of the year. My membership gives me access to resources I 
wouldn’t have otherwise, and we all need continuing education for our licenses. The society has done a 
great job of fulfilling those requirements with courses and topics that align with our careers and help us 
better serve our clients. 

Describe personal background items that would be of interest to fellow chapter members.  

I am originally from the small farming town of Cecilton, Maryland, where I grew up on my family’s row 
crop and beef operation. I moved to Iowa in the fall of 2013 for college and haven’t looked back! I still help 
my family remotely with our farming operation and get plenty of manual labor when visiting or 
extended stays around the holidays.  

Describe a couple memorable or unique experiences in your life. 

Something that I will always remember is taking Econ 334- Entrepreneurship in Agriculture at Iowa 
State. During the course, we had to create a mock business and go through all the steps from startup to 
scaling the business. My mock business was a Farm Management company called Heart of Iowa Land 
Management. When I came up with the idea, I didn’t know the depth the industry already had but I 
always think back to that course, and it lets me know I’m following the right path in life! 

Anything else you would like to share…. 

Being a part of AFMRA has been a “fast-pass” to growth, learning, and networking for me that may have 
otherwise taken a lifetime to accomplish. The connections and collaboration gained through the society 
make continued membership a key to my success.  

What’s Your Opinion?? 
This year we are going to find out who our smartest ASFMRA Iowa Chapter members are at our Annual 
Meeting social. After a full day of great sessions, our leadership team will host Trivia Night! Since our 
meeting is not at Iowa State this year, we have more options for dinner and we want your opinion! Let us 
know what you think we should have for dinner on Tuesday night. (Registration for the annual meeting 
includes the social.) Let us know what you think by taking the poll below. Results are live! 

What’s for Dinner Poll? 

https://app.sli.do/event/ppjzd1F5DajVvduY69Sn3E
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Iowa State University Land Value Survey  
The Iowa State Land Value Survey is currently ongoing, if you are an agricultural professional 
knowledgeable about the farmland market who has not participated in this year’s survey, you can 
participate in the Iowa State Land Value Survey online by December 1 at https://tinyurl.com/
landvalue2022.  

If you have questions regarding the survey please contact Dr. Wendong Zhang, 515-294-2536. You can 
see the land value trends at the county, district, and state level since 1950 at the interactive Iowa 
Farmland Value Portal at https://www.card.iastate.edu/farmland/. 

A news conference will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 13 to announce the results of the 
2022 Iowa Land Value Survey. Please note the change in location from previous years—the conference 
will take place in room 142 of Curtiss Hall on the ISU campus in Ames. Wendong Zhang will head the 
news conference and announce the 2022 findings. Printed materials will be provided at the conference, 
including Iowa land value data from 1950 to present, current land value data from all 99 counties, and a 
press release summarizing the 2022 results.  

For those who can’t attend the conference, a livestream will be available on YouTube at http://bit.ly/
LandResults2022. 

Welcome New ASFMRA Members 
Nate Ammons 

 
United Country-
Hawkeye Farm 

Mgmt & Real Estate 
 

Realtor ® - Iowa 
Land Specialist 

Mike Yegge 
 

Hertz Farm 
Management 

 
Farm Manager 

Ron Sabatka 
 

Farm Manager 
Coordinator – West 

 
Corteva 

Agriscience / 
Pioneer 

http://www.bayer.org/
https://tinyurl.com/landvalue2022
https://tinyurl.com/landvalue2022
mailto:wdzhang@iastate.edu
https://www.card.iastate.edu/farmland/
http://bit.ly/LandResults2022
http://bit.ly/LandResults2022
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November and December Anniversaries 
Congratulations to the following members celebrating anniversaries with ASFMRA! 

Max Evans, AFM, ARA - 12/02/58 

Richard Carlson, AFM - 11/27/62 

William Holstine, AFM, ARA, AAC - 12/06/74 

Gary Grave - 11/29/77 

Steven Kock, AFM - 11/07/87 

Chad Hertz, AFM - 11/18/94 

Charles White - 12/07/00 

William Elgin - 12/22/00 

Travis Johnson, AFM - 11/14/03 

Jim Rothermich, MAI, ALC, ARA - 12/02/05 

Greg Tritle - 11/01/07 

Joel Waskow, AFM - 11/15/10 

Troy Vincent, ARA - 11/17/11 

James Franzen, AFM - 12/21/11 

Sam Harper - 11/30/12 

Ben Isaacson - 12/02/13 

Emily Logan - 12/02/13 

Emily Henkes - 12/16/14 

Dylan Daehn - 12/12/19 

Matthew Kruse, AFM - 11/03/20 

Dalton Hamm - 11/11/20 

Brian Skow - 12/04/20 

Sarah Bogus - 11/19/21 

Ashley Poduska - 12/16/21 

ASFMRA—Iowa Chapter 

Traci Schermerhorn, Executive Director 

 PO Box 785, Ankeny Iowa     515.633.7993      IowaASFMRA@gmail.com 

Year-End Foundation Donations 
As you plan your year end giving, please consider the Education Foundation of the Iowa 
Chapter.  Donations go towards our scholarship program. Please send checks to: 

Education Foundation Iowa Chapter ASRMRA, PO Box 606, Iowa Falls, IA  50126 


