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The President’s Corner Spring 2021– Jennifer Jones  

Happy Lab Week!  Thanks for all you do every day and week of 
the year!! 

I am very excited about ASCLS-KS Educates.  We will be 
accepting late registrations through Wed. 4/21 if you wish to 
attend:   

https://forms.gle/c571Jeoh2pD1uJWUA 

After you have registered, a link to the meeting will be sent  
prior to the meeting.  

 We will continue to host Zoom and Learn opportunities in 
conjunction with ASCLS Webinars.  I urge you to check the 
ASCLS web site https://www.ascls.org/ for all upcoming events. 

Stay safe and well!      
Jennifer 

******************************************************** 

ASCLS-KS Educates: 
Join us for a virtual education event to 
celebrate Medical Laboratory Professionals 
Week 2021 on Thursday, April 22nd.  

ASCLS-KS members will be able to earn four FREE hours of P.A.C.E.® 

credit.  There are four sessions scheduled beginning at noon.  

>ASCLS-KS  is approved as a provider of continuing education programs in 
the clinical laboratory sciences by the ASCLS P.A.C.E. ® Program.” 

 

The Kansas Scope  



   
         ASCLS-KS April 2021 Educates Event Agenda & Speaker Information:  
 
Noon:   Coagulopathies and COVID  ( Intermediate Level of Instruction) 

Long Zheng, M.D., Ph.D. 
Department of Pathology Chair and Service Chief KUMC 

 Describe the coagulation abnormality in patients with severe Covid-19. 
 Discuss the mechanism underlying Covid-associated coagulopathy. 
 Describe the management option to improve mortality and morbidity. 

 

1:15 PM : Overview of COVID Testing___( Intermediate Level of Instruction) 
Rachael Liesman, PhD D(ABMM) 
Director, Microbiology Laboratory /Co-Director, Special Chemistry Laboratory 
University of Kansas Health System 

 Summarize and describe the available testing options for SARS-CoV-2 
diagnosis. 

 Differentiate between appropriate clinical use of antigen, antibody, and 
molecular bases testing for SARS-CoV-2 infection. 

 Interpret results from SARS-CoV-2 testing options in the context of various 
clinical scenarios. 

 
 

2:30 PM:  Whole Blood in Trauma and Massive Transfusion 
Reitha Deiter, MS, MT(ASCP) 
Teaching Professor, Immunohematology 
Wichita State University / Medical Laboratory Sciences Program 

 Describe the history and transfusion and use of whole blood in the past.  
 Compare the use of whole blood to 1:1:1 transfusions in terms of clinical outcomes 

of trauma patients and those who are massively transfused.  
 Summarize the advantages and disadvantages of the use of whole blood in trauma 

and massive transfusion settings.  
 

 

3:45 PM: Procalcitonin- A Novel Biomarker of Bacterial Infection 
Erin Ash, MD 

Medical Science Liaison,  Clinical Diagnostics | Biomarkers     Thermo Fisher Scientific 

 Describe the clinical utility of procalcitonin in diagnosing the severity of sepsis patients.  
 Explain how procalcitonin aids in the prediction of mortality of patients with severe 

sepsis and septic shock. 
 Discuss how procalcitonin can be used to assess treatment success in sepsis patients 

and support a decision to discontinue antibiotic therapy.  

 



 

Lab Week is here, April 18-24, 2021. This is your time to be 
recognized for your dedication and commitment to your patients, 
students, and to our whole country. You have worked hard this 
year, and it's time to celebrate the impact you've made with every 
test you perform, every procedure you wrote, and every student or 
colleague that sought your guidance and/or advice. 
 
Our thanks to Letycia Núñez Argote (Lety)  for contacting Governor 
Laura Kelly and obtaining the signed proclamation.  If you would 
like a copy of the proclamation for your laboratory, please reach out 
to Jennifer Jones.   
 
Watch your mail as ASCLS-KS leadership is sending out to our 
members a little thank you for all your hard work in this very trying 
year.  
 
If you or your facility has a great celebration, please forward some 
pictures of how you celebrated. You can send them to Jennifer 
Jones <JJONES1@kumc.edu>.   
  

 
 
 



 

 



 

 

The weather did not dampen any of the fun at the ASCLS-KS Fun Run on Saturday, 
April 17 in Kansas City.  The amazing organizers marked out an awesome trail, and 
put laboratory questions in chalk on the sidewalk.  (Probably some non-lab folks 
learned a bit about the medical laboratory that day!)  Here are some fun photos: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mark you calendar: 
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You can find a community of friends and experienced advocacy champions by 
connecting through the ASCLS communities message boards and through social 
media. Emails distributed through the ASCLS community’s forums can contain key 
information that is important to the legislative effort. Consider taking a couple of 
minutes of your day (or week) to review these messages to make sure you take action 
when needed. 

 

Also, if you have not done so, you may consider connecting with ASCLS, ASCLS 
Region VI and ASCLS-KS through social media: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ASCLSRegionVI, and 
https://www.facebook.com/ASCLS/ 

Twitter: @ASCLS_KS, @ASCLSRegionVI, and @ASCLS 

Instagram: @ascls_ks, @asclsregionvi, and @iamascls 

In addition, a new way to stay connected with the ASCLS community is the “Off the 
Bench” podcast, which shares ideas in laboratory medicine. Visit 

https://www.ascls.org/communication/podcasts to learn more or check it out 



  

 
 


