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ASCLS-KS President Jennifer Jones  

Hard Work 
and Advocacy 
Regarding 
PAMA 
 
After a successful advocacy effort on the 
part of ASCLS and our colleagues at every 
other laboratory organization, the United 
States Senate passed the Protecting 
Medicare and American Farmers from 
Sequester Cuts Act, which, when it is signed 
into law by President Biden, will delay cuts 
to the Clinical Laboratory Fee Schedule 
under PAMA for one year until January of 
2023. 
 
This success took enormous effort and 
thanks go out to all who emailed, tweeted, 
or called their congressmen and senators. 
This will give the laboratory community 
time to work on a permanent solution to 
the problem, which will be challenging. 
 
We still face an unprecedented workforce 
shortage that require federal programs to 
help address. After the first of the year, our 
focus will shift there, but success will 
require a much larger number of 
Labvocates generating a lot more pressure 
on Congress. 
 
This was just a warmup. 
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New ASCLS-KS Website  
The ASCLS-KS Website is LIVE!  

Thanks to the  ASCLS-KS Social Media 
chair, Heather Santaniello, the new ASCLS-
KS website is now LIVE! 

Check out the new website to stay up 
to date on the latest ASCLS-KS news, 
advocacy opportunities, outreach 
events and social gatherings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The website also provides a reference for 
the ASCLS-KS Officers, Board Members, 
Representatives at Large, Standing 
Committees, and Scientific Assembly 
Chairs. 

If you want to share some of the great 
benefits of an ASCLS membership with 
your coworkers/friends, go to the 
“CONNECT” tab at the top of the home 
page. There you will find a link for 
membership sign up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASCLS Representatives speaking with their State 
Representatives! 
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My First Legislative Symposium   
Heather Santaniello   

Why did I attend the 2021 legislative 
Symposium? Why do I feel advocating for 
the Medical Laboratory Science 
profession is a top priority? I attended the 
2021 Legislative Symposium because I 
love my profession, and in turn, believe 
that advocating for it is essential in 
ensuring a positive future for MLS. 
Advocating and making our profession 
seen is one of my top priorities as a 
Medical Laboratory Scientist and 
Ascending Professional within ASCLS.   
As a young professional, I have a lot to 
learn. Attending the Legislative 
Symposium was informative, fun, and an 
immense challenge for me. Initially, I was 
terrified and filled with anxiety about 
attending. This was my first time traveling 
alone, and politics is not something I 
consider myself an expert in. This was 
completely out of my comfort zone; 
However, I knew, this was an opportunity 
for me to learn, grow, and possibly, 
progress the Medical Laboratory Science 
profession toward a brighter future.   

The first day was filled with government 
education, guest speakers and additional 
advocacy information, including, ways we 
can be more affective at promoting the 
profession.  
 
The second day was filled with 
appointments with various senators and 
representatives. It was a special feeling to 
speak with people that are in a position to 
enact change within politics that 
specifically concern our profession.  
Whether it was a senator’s staffer, a 
representative’s staffer, the Senator, or a 
representative themselves, speaking to 
these political leaders made an impact, 
even if it was minor, that could in turn 
become the catalyst to the kind of 
outcomes we have been working towards. 
 
Some of the main talking points we were 
able to discuss during our time on Capitol 
Hill are as follows:  

1. Delaying the PAMA cuts until 1 
year after the emergency ends 

2. Gain support for H.R.5602 - BIO 
Preparedness Workforce Act of 
2021 

The importance of H.R.5602 is that it 
names our profession in the bill rather 
than being grouped under “other” medical 
professionals. The bill is in the early stages 
and was introduced into the house a week 
before the symposium.  
 

I had a wonderful experience and plan to 
attend the Legislative Symposium every 
year I am able.  

So, why did I attend the Legislative 
Symposium? So, my voice would be heard, 
and I could give back to a profession that 
has provided my family with so much. I 
want to inspire change, to create change, to 
be visible!   

Why do I feel advocating for our 
profession is a top priority? Because people 
deserve to have accurate diagnostic testing. 
We have always been in a workforce 
shortage even before the pandemic. I am 
fighting to prevent burnout, and for future 
Medical Laboratory Scientists that share my 
passion for science and medicine. The 
work we do now, will determine the future 
of this profession. The effort we put in will 
be a direct reflection of the outcome.  

After this incredible experience on Capitol 
Hill, I took a moment to reflect. I asked 
myself, what could our professional world 
look like 5 years from now? Or 10 or 20 
years from now? The Medical Laboratory 
Science profession has potential to be many 
things. Now, what steps are necessary to 
achieve that potential? I remind myself that 
the hard work is worth it, because if I am 
not advocating for my profession, I am not 
advocating for myself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 



   

  

 
 

Upcoming Events 

Don’t forget to register! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Register online at ASCLS.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays! 

Left to Right:  Dr. Jan Hudzicki, CarleeRoberts, Doug, Heather Santaniello 

Photo Highlights 
 

ASCLS-KS Ugly Sweater 
Christmas Party  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ASCLS-KS Ugliest Sweater prize was 
awarded to Carlee Roberts for her creative 
way of incorporating a fun laboratory 
twists! 

Doug Jones came in 2nd with a classic 
Mizzou sweater.  

3rd place was awarded to Heather 
Santaniello. Heather, also brought 
wonderful laboratory themed cookies 
(pictured to the right) which were made by 
her boys. 
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Until next time… 

Happy Holidays  
from ASCLS-KS 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Letycia Nunez-Argote  
  

The Legislative Symposium: 
Over 30-Years of Tradition Continue 

 

 

After this exciting morning, we headed out for lunch. Then we 
visited the office of Congressman Ron Estes from District 4, where 
we met with Elizabeth Diohep. Our final in-person meeting was 
with Charlotte Pineda in Senator Roger Marshall’s office. The 
senator also joined us briefly to learn more about the issues we 
wanted to address. We then returned to the hotel, where we met 
via Zoom with Kate Rohr with the office of Congresswoman 
Sharice Davids from District 3. We were compelling and honest in 
relating to these government officials the vital work laboratory 
professionals do every day, particularly during the public health 
emergency we are experiencing right now. We had a really good 
time too. We supported each other and enjoyed the historical sites 
around us as we trekked up and down Capitol Hill. 

If you have not attended this symposium, we encourage you to 
consider the trip for next year. We will gather on September 26-27, 
2022, at the Hilton Alexandria Old Town in Alexandria, VA, with 
follow-up in-person or virtual meetings with our representatives. 
Alternatively, you may join virtually as the Legislative Symposium is 
now offered in a hybrid format. Our experience shows that the 
opportunity to advocate is closer than ever. Whether in Morton 
County or Atchison County, and from Cherokee County to 
Cheyenne County, we can reach our elected leaders and push for 
needed change. 

Labvocates work every day to improve our communication with 
elected officials and make a difference for all laboratory 
professionals in the State of Kansas. Learn more at 
https://ascls.org/legislative- symposium. 
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The most recent gathering of laboratory professional advocates took 
place on a sunny and crisp October day in 2021. Our team of 
passionate laboratory professionals climbed up the stairs leading to 
the southern edge of the Capitol with a whole day of meetings ahead 
of us. 

 Attending the Laboratory Legislative Symposium in Washington 
D.C. is a tradition that is over 30 years old. This year 120 laboratory 
professionals representing ASCLS, the Clinical Laboratory 
Management Association (CLMA), the American Society for 
Clinical Pathology (ASCP), the Association of Genetic Technologists 
(AGT), American Medical Technologists (AMT), the National 
Society for Histotechnology (NSH), and the Philippine Association 
of Medical Technologists-USA (PAMET-USA) joined together to 
learn about the most up-to-date legislative concerns for laboratory 
professionals. 

The symposium emphasized the need for efforts to regulate 
laboratory-developed tests through the VALID Act, to support 
efforts to increase the laboratory workforce through the “Allied 
Health Workforce Diversity Act of 2021,” and to stop the 
“Protecting Access to Medicare Act” (PAMA) cuts to the Laboratory 
Fee Schedule. 

For our day of visits, the Kansas delegation was led by ASCLS-KS 
President Jennifer Jones, with ASCLS-KS Public Relations 
Committee Chair Heather Santaniello and myself participating. Our 
first stop was with Jeff Kahrs, the aid for Congressman Jake 
LaTurner from District 2, followed by a quick walk to Senator Jerry 
Moran’s office, where we met with Christiana Reasor. We rounded 
up the morning by meeting in person with Congressman Tracey 
Mann from District 1, and were encouraged by his positive attitude 
toward additional funds to support healthcare workforce training in 
Kansas. 



 





 


