
On December 9, the US Senate passed S.610, the
“Protecting Medicare and American Farmers from
Sequester Cuts Act.” Of note, the act continues the
suspension of the 2% across-the-board payment
reduction known as the “sequester” until March 31,
2022. A 1% sequester will apply from April 1 to June 30,
2022, after which the full 2% reduction will resume. The
act also gives physicians a 3% increase to the
conversion factor for 2022; this increase offsets the
expiration of a 3.75% increase to 2021 payments
passed as part of the Consolidated Appropriations Act
(CAA). Finally, the act delays application of an automatic
4% cut triggered by the Pay-As-You-Go (PAYGO) Act
until 2023.
 
The bill does not address 2022 updates to clinical labor
pricing that will cause relative rate cuts to specialties
with heavy supply and equipment usage, such as
radiology and cardiovascular imaging. ASCA will
continue to oppose these updates as it did in this year’s
comments to the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule
(MPFS) proposed rule.

New surprise medical billing regulations mandated by
the No Surprises Act of 2020 take effect January 1,
2022. Under the law, patients are protected from
unreasonable cost-sharing charges in circumstances
where they are unable to choose an in-network
provider. Disputes between payers and providers will
be settled by a new independent dispute resolution
(IDR) process governed by federally certified IDR
arbitrators. Patient cost-sharing limits and arbitration
disputes will center around insurer’s median in-
network rates.
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JOIN ASCA LIVE IN
DALLAS THIS APRIL 

ASCA’s annual conference—ASCA 2022
—will be in person in Dallas, Texas, April
27–30. Reserve your seat today.

Shifting outpatient procedures for non-complex commercially insured individuals to ASCs would reduce
spending by an average of 59% and save patients an average of $684 per procedure, according to a recent
UnitedHealth Group analysis. The researchers looked at a year’s worth of data on amounts paid for common
outpatient procedures and surgeries performed in ASCs and hospital outpatient departments. Data from
patients who needed to have their procedures in a hospital because of complex health conditions or because
they did not have an ASC near their home was excluded from the analysis. Learn more online. 

UNITEDHEALTH GROUP REPORTS ASCS OFFER 59% SAVINGS TO
CONSUMERS

The average price of common
procedures performed in a hospital
outpatient department in 2019 was
$7,716—144 percent more than the
average price of the same procedures
performed in ASCs.

Hospital Outpatient 
Department Price 

Ambulatory Surgical 
Center Price

$7 ,716

$3,157 $4,559
Price Difference

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/610/text
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/patient-support-advocacy/congress-provides-relief-medicare-payment-passes-surprise
https://www.ascaconnect.org/viewdocument/cy-2022-mpfs-proposed-rule-comment
https://www.ascassociation.org/home
https://www.ascassociation.org/annualconference/register
https://www.ascassociation.org/annualconference/register
https://www.unitedhealthgroup.com/newsroom/research-reports/posts/2021-09-08-site-of-service-1010600.html

