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ASC Quality Collaboration News Release
Quality Measures for Ambulatory Surgery Receive Approval 

The National Quality Forum (NQF) has endorsed five quality measures for ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs) developed by the ASC Quality Collaboration. This action will enhance the ability of ASCs to report health care outcomes and processes in a standardized manner to interested stakeholders.
The five facility-level ASC measures endorsed by NQF are:

· Patient Burn 

· Prophylactic Intravenous Antibiotic Timing 

· Patient Fall within the ASC
· Wrong Site, Wrong Side, Wrong Patient, Wrong Procedure, Wrong Implant 

· Hospital Transfer/Admission

To promote the dissemination of these measures across the industry, the ASC Quality Collaboration is making available on its website a guide to assist ambulatory surgery centers implement these measures and collect their data.  A full description of the measures and a copy of the implementation guide are available at www.ascquality.org 
In 2006, leaders from the ambulatory surgery center (ASC) industry joined with accrediting bodies and associations representing physicians and nurses to form the ASC Quality Collaboration. The ASC Quality Collaboration was formed to develop, support and promote specific measures for quality appropriate to ASCs. This leadership group envisioned a set of quality measures that could become the standard across outpatient surgery settings with potential for use in discussions on pay-for-performance, responding to state data collection initiatives, collaborating with payors and others in providing consumer information, and benchmarking for quality improvement in individual ASCs.  
“ASCs provide exceptionally high quality and value to all health care consumers and purchasers, including Medicare, employers and managed care payors. The ASC Quality Collaboration looks forward to working in close partnership with CMS and others to implement quality measurement reporting based on the quality measures NQF has endorsed,” said David Shapiro, MD, Co-Chair of the ASC Quality Collaboration.   
ASCs are health care facilities which offer patients the opportunity to have selected surgical and procedural services performed outside the hospital setting.  More than twenty two million Americans will undergo surgery in an ASC this year.  Recent surveys show average patient satisfaction levels in ASCs exceed 90 percent.  “Those who work in the ASC industry are well acquainted with the safe and high quality services ASCs offer.  These quality measures will allow ASCs to share measures of their excellent care with consumers, employers, payers and regulators,” said Kim Wood, MD, Co-Chair of the ASC Quality Collaboration.

 The ASC Quality Collaboration includes the following organizations: Accreditation Association Ambulatory for Health Care (AAAHC), Ambulatory Surgery Foundation, American College of Surgeons (ACS), Division of Healthcare Facilities Accreditation American Osteopathic Association (HFAP/AOA), AmSurg, Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN), CMS Quality Improvement Group, HCA: Outpatient Services Group, Surgical Care Affiliates, The Joint Commission, National Surgical Care, Nueterra Healthcare, Symbion Inc, and United Surgical Partners International (USPI). 
For more information, contact ASC Quality Collaboration Executive Director Donna Slosburg at donnaslosburg@ascquality.org.  
The ASC Quality Collaboration is dedicated to advancing high quality, physician-led and patient-centered care in ambulatory surgery centers.
www.ascquality.org
