
ASTCT Nursing SIG Communication 

Good Day Everyone! 

First, I want to thank Suni Eldger from SCCA, our outgoing Chair for her outstanding leadership as the 

2018-2019 ASTCT Nursing SIG chair. 

A new beginning, ASBMT is now officially American Society for Transplant and Cellular Therapy (ASTCT). 

As an introduction, my name is Margaret Bellerjeau and I am the current chair for the ASTCT Nursing SIG 

2019-2020.  Currently I am Program Development Educator/Apheresis Quality Manager for the Fox 

Chase-Temple University Hospital Bone Marrow Transplant Program. I began my journey as a transplant 

nurse in 1994 from clinical bedside nurse to coordinator to my current position…..yes a very long time. I 

have been an active member of then ASBMT Nursing SIG since the late 1990’s. 

It is hard to believe 2019 marked 20 years the nursing conference has been actively participating at the 

then “tandem meetings”. From our humble beginning in 1999 with a total of 100 attendees to 2019 

with 419 registered attendees at the nursing conference. 

Kudos to the planning committee co-chaired by Liz Soto (ONS) and Lisa Pinner (ASTCT Nursing Sig) for 

putting together an outstanding conference. Also, a shout out to Stephanie Jardine and ONS for your 

continued support. At the conclusion of the annual conference when we are both energized and 

exhausted, these folks meet and start planning the next years conference. What an amazing job they do. 

Plug: if you are interested in joining, have suggestions or questions, contact the ASTCT Nursing SIG or go 

to the nursing SIG community page and fill out an application 😊 

2019 Conference update: the new attendee reception was well received. We had a packed room which 

at times spilled out to the hallway. Positive feedback was received and new attendees were grateful for 

the opportunity to meet veteran participants and gain pearls of wisdom when navigating the many 

opportunities offered at TCT.  

Symposia ranged from Immunology to “Weeding Out the Truth About Cannabis” offering something for 

everyone. There were 40 nursing poster presentations. At the end of the day our survivorship panel of 

BMT recipients expressed overwhelming gratitude to the BMT nurses. Equally several nurses echoed the 

same gratitude and respect for our patients. What a way to close a conference! 

ASTCT SIG MEETING: The SIG meeting held during the 2019 TCT conference had a robust attendance. 

Suni gave a presentation on the Nursing SIG beginning and where we are today. Our current 

membership totals 103 with representation from all parts of the country. Membership to the SIG is free 

but you must be a member of ASTCT. 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to Ann L. W. Breen, the recipient of the Clinical Excellence Award for nursing 

 

Congratulations to Chris Rimkus, the recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award for nursing 

 

Steering Committee Updates: There are several projects in the works: We are currently working on 

evidence-based guidelines. Two topics in the pipeline are line care and cell infusion. If you would like to 

be part of these projects, contact us via the nursing SIG webpage. We would like to have an active 

membership! Your ideas are welcome and encouraged. 

Applications for the steering committee are also available on the Nursing SIG website. This is a dynamic 

site to better interact with each other and keep lines of communication open.  

Closing Remarks: Leadership of ASTCT have vowed to make stronger communication between the board 

and SIG Chairs. The SIG chairs will now be receiving updates from the board. A common complaint over 

the years is the cost of membership. I can tell you there are proposals on the table and the society has 

heard our concerns. More information to come.  

If you have ideas or projects, you would be interested in working on contact the Nursing SIG leadership. 

This is our means of making our voices heard! 

https://www.asbmt.org/special-interest-groups/nursing-sig369


Reminder of the Clinical Education Conference in September. Early bird registration ends August 2nd. 

There are some great topics. Information can be found on the ASTCT website or vie the link below. 

https://www.asbmt.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=8dd63768-040a-4574-91c5-

89bbe93d79b5&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar 

 

Thank you everyone, 

Margaret 
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