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Purpose 

The Biobehavioral Research Special Interest Group (SIG) provides a national and international 
forum for the exchange of ideas, research agenda setting, collaborative research development, 
and educational initiatives on the interaction of behavior, psychology, and biological processes 
throughout the hematopoietic cell transplantation and cellular therapies (TCT) process. 

Mission Statement 

To promote and facilitate cross-disciplinary clinical and translational research in biobehavioral 
health across the continuum of care for TCT.  

The Biobehavioral Research SIG intent is to improve TCT patient quality of life and clinical 
outcomes by advancing science that effectively integrates behavioral (including psychological) 
and biological processes. The SIG believes this will be achieved through a better 
understanding of the intersecting behavioral and biological mechanisms that underlie 
symptom, social and psychological health. Examples of such research include, but are not 
limited to, the application of this principle to the cross-directional effects on health behaviors, 
insomnia, fatigue, sexual dysfunction, depression, anxiety, isolation, fear of recurrence, social 
health disparities, and gene by environment interactions.  

Membership 

Membership in the Biobehavioral Research SIG is open to any ASBMT member. Non-ASBMT 
members can join with election by the SIG members. Diverse representation of health 
professionals is fundamental to the mission of the SIG, including, but not limited to, 
hematologists, oncologists, transplant physicians, psychiatrists, psychologists, palliative care 
physicians, epidemiologists, sociologists, nurses, physician assistants, social workers, 
biostatisticians, and transplant data managers. Experience or interest in conducting or advising 
on biobehavioral research is necessary. Members of the Biobehavioral Research SIG serve as 
liaisons to societies that share a common interest in the integration of biological and behavioral 
sciences within the transplant setting, for example, the American Society for Hematology 
(ASH), American Society for Clinical Oncology (ASCO), Society for Behavioral Medicine 
(SBM), American Psychosocial Oncology Society (APOS), Academy for Consultation-Liaison 
Psychiatry (ACLP), and Psychoneuroimmunology Research Society (PNIRS). 

If you would like to join the SIG, we encourage membership in ASBMT. If you are not, please 
begin by completing an ASBMT membership application or contacting one of the SIG chairs. If 
you are already a member of ASBMT, please send an email to info@asbmt.org to join this 
SIG.  

Background and Philosophy 

The Biobehavioral Research SIG recognizes that behavioral and biological processes interact 
with each other to impact the continuum from before TCT through the process of treatment to 
long-term outcomes. Understanding the intersection of biological and behavioral relationships 
is critical to establishing modifiable risk mechanisms and developing effective interventions. 
We recognize and expect to collaborate with other related efforts at TCT including the 
Survivorship SIG, Palliative SIG, Late Effects and QOL Working Committee (WC), Health 
Services (WC), Regimen-Related Toxicities (RRT) WC, and the Immunobiology WC. The 
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Biobehavioral Research SIG intends to focus on advancing innovative research initiatives that 
may currently be cross-cutting these areas, with the goal of providing a centralized group for 
research concept generation and implementation. The SIG philosophy is that building cross-
disciplinary collaborations will move research and results forward in areas that remain 
concerns for TCT recipients and investigators. 

Biobehavioral SIG Goals 

 Effectively incorporate cross-directional assessments of both biological and behavioral 
processes pertinent to TCT with the goal of improving care, patient well-being, and clinical 
and outcomes 

 Establish an effector arm for collaborations, connecting investigators with the necessary 
expertise 

 Provide value-added expertise in biobehavioral disciplines not currently represented at TCT 

 Build and support research on the biological predictors of mental and physical function to 
measurements of well-being and clinical outcomes 

 Leverage basic science expertise into innovative assessments and interventions in the TCT 
therapies setting 

 Facilitate the logistics for connecting clinical data to other biobehavioral science data or 
prospective research 

 Sponsor sessions at TCT as well as at sister meetings 

 Sponsor regular presentations/webinars to connect the group and other interested 
investigators 

 Provide feedback on research in development by SIG members and others at TCT and in 
ASBMT 

 Serve as a research work group to facilitate grants, studies, and publications in the field of 
biobehavioral oncology as it relates to TCT 

Research Topic Examples: 

 Symptom clusters, such as gut-brain connections and neurocognitive function 

 Measurement across biobehavioral constructs (e.g., fatigue or insomnia) leading to 
effective interventions 

 Integration of biomarkers with intervention development to improve symptoms science 

 Patient self-management/empowerment and science on complementary/integrative 
strategies 

 Wellness improvement interventions such as multiple health behaviors 

 Poverty, disparities, and toxic stress models: biomarkers and interventions (pharmacologic 
and behavioral) 

 Biobehavioral research questions that utilize the Qualtrics system that will be integrated in 
CIBMTR for patient-reported outcomes (PRO) 

 Biological correlates of psychosocial status and accelerated aging symptoms in TCT. 


