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Three Studies Examine Important Issues in  
Graft-Versus-Host Disease 

The second study was 
nonrandomized but found 
comparable efficacy and less toxicity 
with 200 vs. 400 milligrams of daily 
imatinib. Moreover, while extensive 
chronic GVHD has correlated with 
increased levels of agonistic 
antiplatelet derived growth factor 
receptor α (PDGFRA) antibodies, 
the converse was not necessarily the 
case in association with 
responsiveness to imatinib. The third 
study identified total body 
irradiation, especially in reduced-
intensity conditioning regimens, as a 
risk factor for sclerotic-type chronic 
GVHD. In addition, a commentary 
on the latter two studies appears in 
the journal. 
 
  Continues on page 4 
 

 

Three studies and a commentary 
appearing in a recent issue of Blood 
focus on graft-versus-host disease 
(GVHD). The first study highlights 
the results from a multicenter 
validation of the Criteria for Clinical 
Trials in Chronic GVHD developed 
by the National Institutes of Health 
Consensus Development Project in 
2005 because these criteria were 
developed from consensus opinions 
rather than actual data. The Chronic 
GVHD Consortium’s global severity 
scores according to the consensus 
criteria did, in fact, have prognostic 
significance and reflected different 
risks of nonrelapse mortality and 
overall survival. Lung, skin and eye 
scores contributed most to the global 
severity scores. 
 

Scientists Awarded Nobel Prize for Their Seminal Discoveries 
in the Immune System 
Three renowned immunologists were awarded the prestigious Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2011. Bruce Beutler, MD, and Jules 
Hoffman, PhD, will share one-half of the prize ―for their discoveries 
concerning the activation of innate immunity,‖ while Ralph Steinman, 
MD, was presented with the other half of the Nobel honor ―for his 
discovery of the dendritic cell and its role in adaptive immunity.‖ More... 
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http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=17
http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=7
http://www.asbmt.org/
http://bloodjournal.hematologylibrary.org/content/118/15/4070.abstract
http://bloodjournal.hematologylibrary.org/content/118/15/4250.abstract
http://bloodjournal.hematologylibrary.org/content/118/15/4250.abstract
http://bloodjournal.hematologylibrary.org/content/118/15/4010.full
http://bloodjournal.hematologylibrary.org/content/118/15/4242.abstract
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/medicine/laureates/2011/index.html


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are Our Hours Ours? 
 
Autumn is upon us. The days are shortening 

and bright sunshine – at least in Minnesota – 
provides only a veneer of warmth as the cold and 
bleak of looming winter settles in. But in the 
pressured seasons of academic hematology and 
transplantation, I see people scurry through four 
different seasons: ASH abstract deadlines; 
Tandem abstract deadlines; the ASH meeting 
itself; and the Tandem meeting – which is being 
held earlier than usual. This work cycle, that too 
often becomes a life cycle, highlights a disturbed 
work-life balance that derives from the pressures 
of competitive academic medical life.  

We all have many, many jobs, and sometimes, 
they are just too interesting to put aside. We get 
intellectual and personal gratification from 
various professional events: finishing a paper and 
submitting it (particularly the submission that 
gets accepted); finishing a grant of which you are 
particularly proud; a soothing conversation with a 
patient for whom you have grown to care; and 
the warmth of a long-term follow-up visit when 
you see somebody who is now freed of a life-
threatening cancer and comes back anxious but 
leaves with the reassurance of good results.  This 
latter may be the most pleasing of all, but 
frequently, is the one that gets swept aside in the 
rush of deadlines. 

But there are other professional pleasures 
where the process rather than the end product 
produces real satisfaction. While there are way 
too many meetings, I particularly enjoy the 
occasional collaborative research session or 
conference call where everyone is paying 
attention, ideas are snapping back and forth, and 
you can really feel like you’ve learned something 
from the conversation. Sometimes a statistical 
analysis comes out the way you hoped or clinical 
trial results give new insights that look like they  
 

will last. It can also happen when a germ of an 
idea that you think through and read about and 
then dress up as a hypothesis gains some traction 
with friends and collaborators. We should all be  
proud of a good idea. These are the highs that 
keep us all going, but when I watch my friends 
and colleagues at home, across the country and 
across the world, I see most of them going too 
fast.   

Every day there is a new task, chore, deadline, 
committee, task force, meeting or review – many 
of which can be interesting, but that all eat away 
at available time, our most precious and often 
dwindling resource. So how can we do more with 
less – less time, less over-commitment and less 
stress -- which might turn into more joy, better 
job satisfaction and freedom to be creative?  
Perhaps it’s as simple as judiciously just saying, 
―no.‖ Decline the excessively early morning 
meetings (we are not surgeons after all). Decline 
the excessively late or early evening meetings as 
well. If your work hours would threaten your 
ACGME standing – it’s too much.   

So as we head into winter, perhaps this year’s 
resolution to maintain your life’s energy can best 
be honored by limiting your work hours. Head 
home by sunset two days per week – even in the 
winter. Reward yourself with an occasional 
afternoon off during the week, and share more of 
your creative and fun-loving spirit at home. 
Spending fewer hours with work might mean 
you’ll really do more. So stop and smell the rosé 
— à votre santé. 
 

 -Daniel 
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recombination to correct a defective gene, 
according to the study published in Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences. More... 
 
New Method Increases Efficiency of 
Stem Cells 
A significant number of induced pluripotent 
stem cells (iPSCs) were produced from fibroblast 
cells using a new method, according to a study 
appearing in Cell Stem Cell. Using microRNAs, 
the procedure produced 10,000 iPSCs for every 
100,000 adult human cell used compared to less 
than 20 iPSCs typically created from the four key 
transcription factor genes. Researchers believe 
that microRNAs may help to maintain the stem 
cell pluripotency. More... 

 
New Method Increases Efficiency of 
Stem Cells 
A significant number of induced pluripotent 
stem cells (iPSCs) were produced from fibroblast 
cells using a new method, according to a study 
appearing in Cell Stem Cell. Using microRNAs, 
the procedure produced 10,000 iPSCs for every 
100,000 adult human cell used compared to less 
than 20 iPSCs typically created from the four key 
transcription factor genes. Researchers believe 
that microRNAs may help to maintain the stem 
cell pluripotency. More... 
 
Benefit of Stem Cells Injected During 
Cardiac Bypass Being Studied 
A new study being performed at Methodist 
DeBakery Heart & Vascular Center in Houston 
is examining whether adding stem cells to the 
heart during bypass surgery can create new blood 
vessels and improve heart function. During 
bypass surgery, surgeons will harvest stem cells 
from the patient’s bone marrow and inject them 
into the patient’s heart after the bypass portion 
of the surgery has been done. More... 
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ASM Research Program 
Be The Match Foundation® and the National 
Marrow Donor Program® (NMDP) are pleased 
to announce that the Amy Strelzer Manasevit 
(ASM) Research Program for the Study of Post-
Transplant Complications is now open for 
applications. The ASM Research Program is 
directed toward scientists and clinicians early in 
their careers and is intended to advance the 
understanding of events occurring after 
allogeneic hematopoietic cell transplantation. 
One award will be made for a maximum of 
$240,000 over a three-year period. Proposals 
must be submitted by Nov. 4. More... 
     

ISCT Roundtable 
In keeping with its mission to drive the 
commercialization of cell therapy products and 
advance global patient access, the International 
Society for Cellular Therapy (ISCT) hosted a 
roundtable discussion with major U.S. payors, 
healthcare providers and industry leaders. The 
roundtable focused on the timely issue of 
reimbursement for cell therapy and regenerative 
medicine products in the U.S. market. More... 
  
 
 

ASSOCIATION NEWS  

 
Role of HCT in Adult ALL 
Updates to the ASBMT 2006 evidence-based 
review on the role of hematopoietic cell 
transplantation (HCT) in the treatment of adults 
with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) have 
been made. Based on new data, ASBMT has 
updated two treatment recommendations: 
myeloablative HCT is an appropriate treatment 
for patients younger than 35 years of age in all 
disease risk groups in first complete remission, 
and reduced-intensity HCT may produce similar 
outcomes to myeloablative HCT. The expert 
panel also made three new treatment 
recommendations regarding autologous 
transplantation, cord blood transplantation and 
imatinib therapy before and/or after HCT in 
Ph+ ALL patients. More... 

 
March 1 Deadline for Clinical Research 
Training Course 
The ASBMT Clinical Research Training Course 
for fellows-in-training and junior faculty is 
returning to Park City, Utah. Applications are 
being accepted through April 1 for the course 
that will be held July 11-16. More... 
 
 
 

BMT TANDEM MEETINGS 

 
Registration for BMT Tandem Meetings 

Please remember that registration for the 2012 BMT Tandem Meetings, to be held Feb. 1-5 in San 
Diego, is open. On a single Web page, navigate to meeting registration, housing reservations, 
preliminary program, abstract submission and parallel conferences. More... 

 
Housing for BMT Tandem Meetings 
Hotel reservations are first come, first served. Please remember that February is a popular vacation 
month in San Diego. On a single Web page, navigate to meeting registration, housing reservations, 
preliminary program, abstract submission and parallel conferences. More... 
 

Travel Grants Available for Hematology/Oncology Fellows 
ASBMT members can nominate hematology and oncology fellows for travel grants to attend the 
2012 BMT Tandem Meetings in San Diego. Ten grants of $1,000 each will be awarded to introduce 
young clinicians and investigators to the field of hematopoietic cell transplantation. More... 

 
 
 

http://www.pnas.org/content/108/16/6537.full?sid=072eecc4-4e6f-4e0c-8d38-4968393364a5
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B8G3V-52JV6X5-F&_user=10&_coverDate=04%2F08%2F2011&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=gateway&_origin=gateway&_sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=932191331e83f35f55d8fc543b2b6c32&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B8G3V-52JV6X5-F&_user=10&_coverDate=04%2F08%2F2011&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=gateway&_origin=gateway&_sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=932191331e83f35f55d8fc543b2b6c32&searchtype=a
http://www.methodisthealth.com/body.cfm?id=495&action=detail&ref=771
http://nmdpresearch.nmdp.org/Studies/Grants/ASM/Amy_Strelzer_Manasevit_Research_Program.aspx
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?FoundationfortheAccr/e71ede8e8f/9ec431d090/c05a11c5ed
http://www.bbmt.org/article/S1083-8791(11)00319-3/abstract?SRC=Adv-Oct2011
http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=22
http://www.asbmt.org/cibmtr-Tandem
http://www.asbmt.org/cibmtr-Tandem
http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=25
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BASIC SCIENCE STUDIES  

 
 Diabetes Impairs Mobilization of 
Hematopoietic Stem and Progenitor Cells 
Authors of a study appearing in Science 
Translational Medicine have found that diabetes 
alters bone marrow microanatomy and 
physiology, leading to inadequate granulocyte 
colony-stimulating factor (G-CSF)-primed 
mobilization of hematopoietic stem and 
progenitor cells (HSPCs). Similarly poor stem cell 
output also occurred in mouse models of both 
type 1 and type 2 diabetes. The investigators 
discovered a mechanism whereby sympathetic 
nerve termini in diabetic mice were abnormal in 
number and function, leading to mislocalization 
of HSPCs in the marrow niche. Moreover, 
mesenchymal stem cells could not down-
modulate the CXCL12 chemokine in response to 
G-CSF priming due to aberrant responses to 
beta-adrenergic stimulation of the marrow. This 
mobilization defect was corrected by direct 
pharmacologic inhibition of the interaction of 
CXCL12 with its receptor CXCR4. More... 
 
IL-6-Mediated Trafficking of CD8+ T 
Cells Enhances Anti-Tumor Immunity 
Raising the core temperature to 39.5 degrees 
Celsius +/- 0.5 degrees Celsius for six hours 
activates a signaling program mediated by IL-6 
produced by nonhematopoietic stromal cells. 

This enhances trafficking of CD8+ effector 
memory T cells (Tem) across microvascular 
checkpoints to target tumors, with a 
corresponding decrease in Treg infiltration, 
according to a study published in The Journal of 
Clinical Investigation. This IL-6-dependent licensing 
of the tumor vasculature is causally linked to 
Tem emigration and tumor cell apoptosis. The 
results of this study suggest that IL-6 in the 
tumor microenvironment could be redirected 
toward boosting anti-tumor immunotherapy 
mediated by T cells. More... 
 

Methylation Plays Role in Stem Cell Fate 
Researchers have discovered that methylation 
changes in hematopoietic stem and progenitor 
cells affect cell fate decisions in hematopoietic 
differentiation. The study, appearing in Molecular 
Cell, reports that lineage-specific genes are 
associated with hypomethylated regions in one 
differentiation pathway, yet methylated in the 
alternative lineage differentiation pathway. 
Precise gene expression during lineage-specific 
differentiation also benefits from dynamic 
alterations of promoter hypomethylated regions 
shared by diverse cell types. More... 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

 
Consensus Recommendations Released for CD30+ Primary Cutaneous Lymphoma 
Management  
An expert panel consisting of representatives from the Cutaneous Lymphoma Task Force of the 
European Organization for Research and Treatment of Cancer, the International Society for 
Cutaneous Lymphomas, and the United States Cutaneous Lymphoma Consortium have developed 
the first-ever recommendations for the management of the CD30+ lymphoproliferative disorders, 
lymphomatoid papulosis and primary cutaneous anaplastic large-cell lymphoma. The consensus 
recommendations published in Blood address the most current management of primary cutaneous 
CD30+ lymphoproliferative disorders and define clinical endpoints and response criteria for future 
clinical trials into these disorders. More... 
 

http://stm.sciencemag.org/content/3/104/104ra101.abstract
http://www.jci.org/articles/view/44952
http://www.cell.com/molecular-cell/fulltext/S1097-2765(11)00676-9
http://bloodjournal.hematologylibrary.org/content/118/15/4024.abstract
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The editor for ASBMT eNews is James W. Young, MD. 

ASBMT eNews services provided by Lori O’Keefe.  
 

Do you have news, responses or opinions to share with us?  
Please e-mail the association office at enews@asbmt.org. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

•MARCH (CONT.)  
American Association of Tissue 
Banks 
16th Annual Spring Meeting 
March 24-27 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 
 
American Association for Cancer 
Research 
Annual Meeting 
March 31-April 4 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
• APRIL 
European Group for Blood and 
Marrow Transplantation  
38th Annual Meeting 
April 1-4 
Geneva, Switzerland 
 

• 2013 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
February 13-17 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

• 2014 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
February 19-23 
Orlando, Florida 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

•NOVEMBER 
2011 World Conference on 
Regenerative Medicine 
November 2-4 
Leipzig, Germany 
 
National Marrow Donor Program 
2011 Council Meeting 
November 3-5 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
National GVHD Symposium 
November 4 
Cleveland, Ohio 
 
European Association of Tissue 
Banks 
20th EATB Congress/6th World 
Congress on Tissue Banking 
November 9-11 
Barcelona, Spain 
 

•DECEMBER 
American Society of Hematology 
53rd Annual Meeting 
December 10-13 
San Diego, California 

 
•JANUARY 
Phacilitate Cell & Gene Therapy 
Forum 2012 
January 30-February 1 
Washington, D.C. 
 

•FEBRUARY 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
February 1-5 
San Diego, California 
 
European School of Hematology 
Updates in Clinical Hematology 
February 9-10 
Paris, France 
 
Canadian Society of Transplantation 
Annual Scientific Conference  
February 23-25 
Quebec City, Quebec 
 

•MARCH 
Association of Community Cancer 
Centers 
38th Annual Meeting 
March 12-14 
Baltimore, Maryland 
 
Regenerative Medicine: Harvesting 
Biology for Regeneration 
16th Annual Hilton Head Workshop 
March 14-17 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
 
National Comprehensive Cancer 
Network 
Clinical Practice Guidelines & Quality 
Cancer Care 
March 14-18 
Hollywood, Florida 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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