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calendar year. The C-APC 

payment covers all outpatient 

services provided on the day of 

the cell infusion and any costs 

previously incurred from 

acquiring donor cells for the 

transplant.  

The C-APC does not apply to 

autologous transplantation, which 

has a 2017 payment rate of 

$1,077.  

Future C-APC payment rates 

will depend on data providers 

report to CMS and, as such, 

several new coding and billing 

procedures will be required to 

process outpatient transplant 

claims for Medicare beneficiaries. 

We expect CMS will issue 

updated billing guidance detailing 

these changes in the coming 

weeks, but we encourage you to 

refer your coding and billing staff 

to pages 117-125 of the CMS 

HOPPS 2017 rule.    
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Medicare Approves New Payment Rate for Outpatient Allogeneic 

Transplants 
 

 

LEGISLATION AND REGULATION 

 

In response to advocacy efforts 

by the ASBMT and the National 

Marrow Donor Program, the 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services (CMS) finalized its annual 

Outpatient Prospective Payment 

System rule on Nov. 1, updating 

the current payment rate for 

allogeneic transplantation from 

$3,045 to $27,752,  

To make this change, CMS 

created a Comprehensive 

Ambulatory Payment Classification 

(C-APC) for allogeneic transplants. 

C-APC is a payment mechanism 

used by CMS in the outpatient 

system to pay for an episode of 

care instead of reimbursing 

providers on a per-code basis. 

Using the C-APC mechanism for 

allogeneic transplant 

reimbursement allows CMS to 

more accurately assess the incurred 

costs to provide patient care.  

The new C-APC payment rate 

will be in effect for the 2017 

http://www.asbmt.org/?page=JobsFellowships
http://bbmt.org/
http://www.asbmt.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ASBMT
https://twitter.com/ASBMT
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2016-26515.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2016-26515.pdf
http://asbmt.org/
http://asbmt.org/meetings-events/bmt-tandem-meetings


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASBMT moving forward while we took 

necessary time to refresh the office structure,  

as mentioned in last month's letter.   

The ASBMT Executive Board has been 

working with the ASBMT office to develop a 

staffing structure that will allow us to better 

meet the needs of our membership and allow 

us to have the expertise to address the 

changing health care landscape.  

Unfortunately, ASBMT is not just about the 

Tandem Meetings, education and new 

investigator grants. As the professional society 

for those involved in hematopoietic and other 

cellular therapies, we have to address 

legislative and regulatory issues impacting our 

patients and members. Our first – and major – 

step in addressing this growing focus area is 

our recent recruitment of Stephanie Farnia as 

director of health policy and strategic 

relations. Many will recognize Stephanie's 

name from her years of excellent service on 

behalf of transplant patients and teams at the 

National Marrow Donor Program. We look 

forward to her leadership and expertise in this 

critical area for our society. Stephanie, 

welcome aboard!  

Soon we will be posting for additional staff 

in the areas of development and 

communications. Hopefully, we will be able to 

introduce you to the new team at Tandem 

2017 in Orlando. 

Lastly, let's remember to give thanks to our 

families who support us each and every day as 

we devote so much of our time and energy to 

our patients. We are naught without them. 

   

Enjoy the turkey, 

 

Chris 
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A WORD FROM PRESIDENT CHRISTOPHER BREDESON,  M.D.  
Greetings: 

 

Halloween is behind us and for the United 

States, Thanksgiving is just around the 

corner. We are in the gastronomical downtime 

between sweets and turkey!  

I love Thanksgiving in America. The big 

stressful dinner and celebration are the first 

day of, what is for many, a four-day weekend, 

preceded by a few days of anticipation and 

work chatter over recipes and family travel 

plans.  

The closest we come to Thanksgiving in 

Canada is Boxing Day on Dec. 26: my favorite 

day of the year. For my family, it is a day of 

respite. We stay in our pj’s all day, read 

whatever book we find as a gift under the tree, 

and eat leftovers. Officially, Boxing Day is a 

carryover of a British tradition of gentry 

giving their downstairs staff the day after 

Christmas off, sending them home with 

leftovers and small gifts. 

So it seems the theme for this missive 

should be thanks and generosity. Let me begin 

by thanking and congratulating Amy Witter 

and Brenda Frye for generously donating their 

time and skills to lead the very successful 3rd 

Annual Regional Conference for PAs, NPs 

and Fellows recently held in Minneapolis. 

Over 150 participants enjoyed state-of-the-art 

discussions on emerging therapies, as well as 

practical presentations related to nutrition, 

graft-versus-host disease, long-term follow up, 

and care provider burnout, among other 

important issues. Look for announcements 

regarding the 4th Annual Conference that will 

take place in early October 2017 at Fred 

Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle. 

Still with the theme of thanks and 

generosity, I would like to take a few words to 

thank Ken Luurs, our executive director, and 

Maureen Knight, ASBMT project manager, 

for their efforts (read: long hours and 

expanded responsibilities) keeping the  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

       3 

 

 

The Chronic Malignancies Working Party of the 

European Society for Blood and Marrow 

Transplantation reports on allogeneic 

hematopoietic cell transplantation (HCT) trends 

and outcomes in Europe over nearly 25 years in 

a new study appearing in Leukemia. The group 

identified more than 7,300 patients who 

received allogeneic HCT for multiple myeloma 

between January 1990 and December 2012. The 

patients were categorized into three groups: 1) 

upfront allogeneic HCT recipients; 2) tandem 

autologous and allogeneic HCT recipients; and 

3) patients who received allogeneic HCT as a 

second-line and beyond treatment. According to  

the data, the number of allogeneic HCT 

procedures steadily increased in Europe from 

1990 to 2012. The use of upfront allogeneic 

HCT reached its highest point in 2000 and 

tandem autologous-allogeneic HCT peaked in 

2004, but salvage therapy HCT continued to 

rise. In 2012, salvage HCT accounted for 69% 

of allogeneic HCTs, followed by tandem 

autologous-allogeneic HCT at 19% and upfront 

allogeneic HCT at 12%. The study also reports 

that five-year survival after 2004 was highest 

for tandem HCT at 54% and lowest for salvage 

HCT at 32%. More... 

 

 

CAR-BCMA T-Cell Therapy Trial Demonstrates Multiple Myeloma Remission  

 

 

In the first clinical trial to test the 

effectiveness of anti-B-cell maturation antigen 

(BCMA) chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) T-

cell therapy dosages in humans, researchers 

discovered that the highest dose induced 

complete remission. According to the study 

published in Blood, 12 treatment-resistant 

multiple myeloma patients received escalating 

doses of CAR-BCMA T cells. On the two 

lowest dosages, six patients experienced some 

antimyeloma activity and toxicity. The third 

dose level demonstrated better results with one 

patient achieving partial remission. However, 

two patients who received the fourth dose level  

– 9 x 106 CAR+ T cells/kg of body weight –  

 

reached complete remission, which lasted 17 

weeks for one patient. The other patient who 

achieved complete remission was in very good 

partial remission at the end of the trial and had a 

95% decrease in the serum monoclonal protein. 

Prior to treatment, both patients had 

chemotherapy-resistant multiple myeloma, 

making up 80%-90% of their bone marrow cells. 

After CAR-BCMA therapy, abnormal plasma 

cells were undetectable, but both patients 

developed cytopenia. The researchers concluded 

that CAR-BCMA T cells have antimyeloma 

activity and show potential as an effective 

treatment for multiple myeloma. More... 

 

Allogeneic HCT Trends (continued from page 1) 

 

CLINICAL RESEARCH (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

 

Researchers Discover Ways to Prevent Post-HCT Ovarian Failure  

 

 

A study from Bone Marrow Transplantation 

reports that leuprolide administered prior to 

myeloablative conditioning, and reduced-

intensity conditioning, each appear to lower the 

risk of ovarian failure after hematopoietic cell 

transplantation (HCT). Seventeen females 

between the ages of 12 and 45 with normal 

menstruation and follicle-stimulating hormone 

levels were included in the study. Seven of the 

patients received leuprolide followed by  

myeloablative conditioning, while the other 10 

were observed after undergoing reduced-

intensity conditioning with cyclophosphamide, 

fludarabine and low-dose total body irradiation. 

Ovarian failure occurred in three leuprolide 

recipients nearly two years after transplantation 

and in one of the patients from the reduced-

intensity conditioning group more than two 

years following HCT. More... 

 

http://www.nature.com/leu/journal/v30/n10/abs/leu2016101a.html
http://www.bloodjournal.org/content/128/13/1688
http://www.nature.com/bmt/journal/v51/n10/abs/bmt2016150a.html
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New ASBMT Staff Member: Stephanie Farnia    

 
We are very pleased to introduce our new 

staff member Stephanie Farnia. She will serve 

the ASBMT as the new director of health policy 

and strategic relations. Previously, Stephanie 

was the director of payer policy for the National 

Marrow Donor Program (NMDP)/Be The 

Match.  

At NMDP, Stephanie led  

initiatives focused on  

removing financial barriers  

to hematopoietic cell  

transplant through  

improvements to insurance  

coverage, coding, and  

reimbursement policies at the national level.  

Over the last six years, Stephanie 

successfully petitioned the Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services to expand 

coverage for transplantation to four additional 

disease indications. She also directed a 

successful multi-disciplinary advisory group 

that brought together the transplant provider 

and health care payer communities, and has 

authored multiple collaborative peer-reviewed 

publications. 

 

 

Prior to joining the NMDP, Stephanie was 

the director for Blue Distinction development at 

the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 

Stephanie is a graduate of the Master in Public 

Health Policy and Administration Program at 

the University of Minnesota, where she was a 

Judd Fellow in 2003.   

At the ASBMT, Stephanie will focus on 

issues related to access to care, reimbursement, 

coding and other matters associated with policy 

or regulation affecting the blood and marrow 

transplantation community. These efforts will 

often involve coordination with other 

stakeholders, including professional medical 

associations, payers, industry and government 

agencies.  

“The ASBMT is very fortunate to have 

Stephanie join us,” said ASBMT President Chris 

Bredeson. “Her strategic thinking and excellent 

communication skills will enable our society to 

better address the challenges facing our 

members and patients in the rapidly evolving 

U.S. health care system.” 

Stephanie can be reached 

at stephaniefarnia@execadmin.org. 

 

 

Upcoming NMDP Events on Patient-Centered Outcomes Research 

 
 The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research 

Institute- (PCORI) supported project Engaging 

Patients in Developing a Patient-Centered HCT 

Research Agenda has several exciting events 

planned for the upcoming months. Don’t miss 

out – register now. 

 Webinar – Nov. 16: “Patient-Reported 

Outcomes Research in Hematopoietic 

Cell Transplantation” will highlight the 

research of experts in the field, including 

that of Heather Jim Ph.D., Bill Wood 

M.D., and Bronwen Shaw, MBChB, 

Ph.D. Register now. 

 

 Symposium – Dec. 2: “Prioritizing 

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research in 

Hematopoietic Cell Transplantation” will 

be presented in San Diego. Working 

groups tasked with identifying patient-

centered questions that lend themselves to 

comparative effectiveness clinical studies 

will present the results of their 

deliberations for feedback at the 

symposium. In addition, a panel of 

patients and caregivers will talk about 

their engagement in these working 

groups. Register now. 

 

Continues on page 5 

  

mailto:stephaniefarnia@execadmin.org
https://bethematch.webex.com/bethematch/onstage/g.php?MTID=e9e30d040f786c914f54d1c6ad7e2c8a3
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3042147/Patient-Centered-Outcomes-Research-Symposium-Prioritizing-a-PCOR-HCT-Research-Agenda
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The National Marrow Donor Program 

(NDMP)/Be The Match is offering several 

educational opportunities for clinicians and 

investigators in areas such as sickle cell disease 

(SCD), acute myeloid leukemia (AML) and 

patient-centered research. 

Live symposium: “Improving Sickle Cell 

Disease Outcomes: Treatment Decision-

Making, Curative Therapies and Overcoming 

Barriers to Care” 

 Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 a.m.-11 a.m. PST 

(preceding the American Society of 

Hematology annual meeting) 

 San Diego Convention Center, Room 29, 

Upper Level 

 Speakers: Gregory J. Kato, M.D., 

Lakshmanan Krishnamurti, M.D., Marsha 

Treadwell, Ph.D., Mark C. Walters, M.D., 

Ines Lukombo, transplant recipient, and 

Linda J. Burns, M.D. (moderator) 

 During this free continuing medical 

education (CME) breakfast symposium, 

SCD experts will explore in-depth data on 

the latest SCD treatment guidelines and 

outcomes, including new clinical trials. 

Ines Lukombo, a young adult who chose 

transplant to treat SCD, will also share 

how she and her family worked with her 

care team to make this decision. Pre-

registration is encouraged but not 

required. Register and learn more about 

the activity. 

Live webinar: Patient-Reported Outcomes 

Research in Hematopoietic Cell 

Transplantation 

 Wednesday, Nov. 16, noon-1 p.m. CST 

 Speakers: Heather Jim, Ph.D., Bill Wood, 

M.D., and Bronwen Shaw, MBChB, 

Ph.D. 

 The speakers will examine the critical 

need for investigation into patient-

centered outcomes research and how to 

get involved in this rapidly evolving 

field. Register for the webinar. 

 

Register for Upcoming Educational Opportunities from NMDP/Be The Match 

 

Clinical Case Forum on Hiatus   

ASSOCIATION NEWS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4) 

 

The highly successful ASBMT Clinical Case 

Forum will be offline, effective Nov. 15. The 

vendor that developed and has been hosting the 

service notified us that they will no longer be 

supporting our platform.  

We are in the process of developing a new 

platform to host this initiative and hope to have 

it running soon. We will send a notice when the 

service is back online. We apologize for the 

inconvenience.  

In the interim, if you have a question that 

you normally would have submitted to the 

forum, please forward it to 

MaureenKnight@asbmt.org. We will see that 

the query is answered. 

 

 

 

 

Live webinar: “AML in Older Adults: Are 

Outcomes Age Dependent?” 

 Thursday, Nov. 17, 4 p.m.-5 p.m. CST 

 Speakers: Fred Appelbaum, M.D., James 

Foran, M.D., and Laura C. Michaelis, 

M.D. 

 The speakers will use case studies to 

explore research that identifies the risks 

and benefits of treatment choices, such as 

transplantation, for the increasing number 

of patients over age 60 with 

AML. Register for the webinar.  

Live symposium: “Prioritizing a PCOR HCT 

Research Agenda”  

 Friday, Dec. 2, 5 p.m.-10 p.m. PST 

 Legends 6, Hard Rock Hotel, San Diego 

 Members of the Patient-Centered 

Outcomes Research Institute working 

groups will join a panel of patients and 

caregivers to share results from their 

studies on the following topics: patient, 

caregiver and family education and 

support; physical health and fatigue; 

emotional, cognitive and social health; 

sexual health and relationships; models of 

care delivery/survivorship and late effects; 

and financial burden. Register and find 

more information about the meeting. 

  

  

 

https://bethematchclinical.org/resources-and-education/education-courses-and-events/disease-specific-education/improving-sickle-cell-outcomes/?utm_source=asbmt&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scd_cme
https://bethematchclinical.org/resources-and-education/education-courses-and-events/disease-specific-education/improving-sickle-cell-outcomes/?utm_source=asbmt&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scd_cme
https://bethematchclinical.org/resources-and-education/education-courses-and-events/disease-specific-education/improving-sickle-cell-outcomes/?utm_source=asbmt&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scd_cme
https://bethematchclinical.org/resources-and-education/education-courses-and-events/disease-specific-education/improving-sickle-cell-outcomes/?utm_source=asbmt&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scd_cme
https://bethematch.webex.com/bethematch/onstage/g.php?MTID=e9e30d040f786c914f54d1c6ad7e2c8a3
mailto:MaureenKnight@asbmt.org
https://bethematch.webex.com/mw3000/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=bethematch&service=6&rnd=0.7672728617134118&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fbethematch.webex.com%2Fec3000%2Feventcenter%2Fprogram%2FprogramDetail.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26internalProgramTicket%3D4832534b00000002d9a3b8e5df88bb85d823eae2c43e95fb7bf125bc960a324088be365bd783ccdb%26siteurl%3Dbethematch%26internalProgramTicketUnList%3D4832534b00000002d9a3b8e5df88bb85d823eae2c43e95fb7bf125bc960a324088be365bd783ccdb%26cProgViewID%3D1326307%26PRID%3Dbb8d0fc30aa74a693868af1dfa3a9cc2
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3042147/Patient-Centered-Outcomes-Research-Symposium-Prioritizing-a-PCOR-HCT-Research-Agenda
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3042147/Patient-Centered-Outcomes-Research-Symposium-Prioritizing-a-PCOR-HCT-Research-Agenda
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Registration is NOW OPEN for the 2017 

BMT Tandem Meetings. The 2017 event will 

take place at the Gaylord Palms Convention 

Center in Kissimmee (Orlando), Florida, Feb. 

22-26. Additional details and registration 

information are available on the 2017 BMT 

Tandem Meetings website. 

 

 

 

      

     

Registration Now Open 

 

BMT TANDEM MEETINGS 

 

Deadline Extended for 2017 Tandem Meeting Travel Grants 

 The deadline for 2017 BMT Tandem Meeting 

travel grants has been extended to Monday, Nov. 

21.  

ASBMT will present 20 $500 travel grants to 

fellows based in the United States and Canada 

and two $750 travel grants to international 

fellows to attend the 2017 BMT Tandem 

Meetings Feb. 22–26 in Orlando. Travel grant 

winners will also receive the early registration 

rate for the meeting. 

The grants will be awarded on a competitive 

basis to ASBMT In-Training Members who 

submitted an abstract for the meeting. 

Eligibility Requirements 

Applicants must meet the following criteria 

in order to be considered for a travel grant:  

 An ASBMT in-training member (or must 

have applied for membership by Nov. 

21, 2016) 

      

    

 Enrolled in an accredited training program 

(including, but not limited to, blood and 

marrow transplantation, 

hematology/oncology, infectious diseases 

or immunology) 

 Recommendation letters from an ASBMT 

member and the applicant’s training 

program director (If the training program 

director is an ASBMT member, one letter 

is acceptable.) 

 Listed as an author on an abstract accepted 

for the 2017 BMT Tandem Meetings 

Visit the ASBMT Travel Grants web 

page for complete details on how to apply. 

 

      

     

Late-Breaking Abstracts Now Being Accepted for 2017 Tandem Meetings 

 
Late-breaking abstracts for presentation 

during the BMT Tandem Meetings in Orlando 

are now being accepted. Up to two original 

research, late-breaking abstracts may be chosen 

for oral presentations and as many as six late-

breaking abstracts may be selected for poster 

sessions.  

Abstracts will be peer-reviewed and chosen 

based on scientific merit, attendee interest and  

adherence to the abstract submission process.  

Due to the delayed submission, late-breaking 

abstracts will not be included in the February 

issue of Biology of Blood and Marrow 

Transplantation (BBMT). However, they may be 

included in a future edition.  

The deadline for submission is Dec. 9, 2016, 

at 11:59:59 PST. No extensions will be 

granted. Submit your late-breaking abstract here. 

 

Continues on page 7 

  

      

   

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/186978/423389/
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/186978/423389/
http://asbmt.org/professional-development/awards-grants/travel-grants
http://asbmt.org/professional-development/awards-grants/travel-grants
http://www.mmsend1.com/link.cfm?r=tq5PmqQA4OTax7O_4HIyow~~&pe=XQbijv11NpHs7PBmmx1HxAGPUh5dCXtBL78A1fiHMAs2EhG8dxHG5tyi_4gMq2h9IVulvvRxIx1ndPqyNyGoRg~~


 

complications and graft-versus-host disease, as 

well as sessions covering such topics as 

busulfan pharmacokinetics, pediatric HCT and 

immune reconstitution. 

The course will be offered in conjunction 

with the 2017 BMT Tandem Meetings. 

(Registration for Tandem 2017 is not required 

in order to register for the Beyond 

Fundamentals Conference).  

The target audience for this course includes 

pharmacists, physicians (including residents 

and hematology/oncology fellows), advanced 

practice providers and nurses. 

View meeting details and register online. 

 

 
Cellular Therapy Inspection & Accreditation Workshop at 2017 Tandem Meetings 
 

 

This workshop provides an opportunity to 

learn more about the Foundation for the 

Accreditation of Cellular Therapy’s (FACT) 

standards and accreditation process. The agenda 

for the “Cellular Therapy Inspection and 

Accreditation Workshop” will focus on new  

BMT TANDEM MEETINGS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 
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This extensive training program provides 

practitioners with the skills required to care for 

patients undergoing hematopoietic cell 

transplantation (HCT), with a focus on 

pharmacotherapeutic management throughout 

the transplant process. Registration for “Beyond 

Fundamentals of HCT” includes access to the 

live two-day program with continuing 

pharmacy, medical and nursing education, as 

well as the comprehensive electronic course 

book containing more than 1,500 pages of 

rigorously peer-reviewed clinical information. 

New to the live programming will be 

panel-based discussions about infectious  

Beyond Fundamentals of HCT: Feb. 22-23  
 

developments for clinical cellular therapy 

programs, including clinical outcomes, data 

management and immune effector cell 

programs. View meeting details and register 

online. 

FACT and ASBMT Announce Quality Boot Camp 
 

 

Join us on Feb. 22 at the FACT-ASBMT 

Quality Boot Camp, which will be held in 

conjunction with the 2017 BMT Tandem 

Meetings in Orlando. The boot camp will 

strengthen quality assurance activities through 

pre-meeting exercises and an in-person 

workshop. Members of the Foundation for the 

Accreditation of Cellular Therapy (FACT) 

Quality Committee and the Quality Working 

Group of the ASBMT Administrative Directors 

Special Interest Group will encourage meeting 

registrants in the months leading up to the 

Quality Boot Camp to review specific aspects 

of their quality program. Quality experts 

will then present important concepts and lead 

roundtables that will allow participants to ask 

questions and help each other reach their goals 

during the boot camp. Those interested in 

attending the Quality Boot Camp are strongly  

encouraged to register early to participate in the 

pre-conference assessment activities.  

Each month prior to the in-person meeting, 

registrants will receive a short survey asking 

them to asses a quality management principle as 

it relates to their organization (answers can be 

submitted anonymously if desired). The Quality 

Boot Camp will be designed around the 

challenges and successes illustrated by the 

results of the information provided by 

registrants. Participants are also welcome to 

bring specific documents and questions to the 

meeting for advice. View boot camp details and 

register. 

 

http://asbmt.org/meetings-events/bmt-tandem-meetings
http://www.factweb.org/forms/meeting/MeetingFormPublic/view?id=C2ED40000047B
http://www.factweb.org/forms/meeting/MeetingFormPublic/view?id=C2ED40000047B
http://www.factweb.org/forms/meeting/MeetingFormPublic/view?id=CC7DA000000BD
http://www.factweb.org/forms/meeting/MeetingFormPublic/view?id=CC7DA000000BD


 TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCE STUDIES  

 

Researchers have discovered that human 

cytokine knock-in mice are better in vivo 

models than immunocompromised mice for 

multilineage engraftment of mobilized 

peripheral blood CD34+ cells, according to a 

study published in Blood. After generating 

MSTRG- and MITRG-humanized mice, 

researchers transplanted peripheral blood 

CD34+ cells into newborn and adult mice that 

had received sublethal doses of radiation. 

Newborn and adult mice had similar outcomes,  

achieving superior human hematopoietic 

engraftment in the bone marrow, spleen and 

peripheral blood compared to 

immunocompromised mice. In addition, 

MSTRG/MITRG mice had higher engraftment 

levels – that mimicked the levels and 

phenotypes of human hematopoietic stem and 

progenitors cells – in bone marrow, thymus T 

cells, and myeloid cells in nonhematopoietic 

organs. More... 

 

Correcting Sickle Cell Disease Genetic Mutation 

 

 
A study appearing in Science Translational 

Medicine reports that researchers have 

discovered a way to correct the genetic mutation 

that causes sickle cell disease. To replace the 

mutation, researchers modified hematopoietic 

stem cells from sickle cell disease patients by 

combining Cas9 ribonucleoprotein with a 

single-stranded DNA oligonucleotide donor. 

The altered cells generated a smaller amount of 

sickle hemoglobin RNA and protein, and  

increased wild-type hemoglobin when 

differentiated into erythroblasts. The corrected 

cells were transplanted into 

immunocompromised mice and sustained the 

genetic alterations at a clinically relevant level 

for 16 weeks. These study results support the 

need for further research into gene editing 

treatments for sickle cell disease and other 

hematopoietic diseases, concluded the 

researchers. More... 

 

In vivo inhibition of interleukin (IL)-27 

signaling lessens the severity of graft-versus-host 

disease (GVHD) in mice by improving 

regulatory T-cell (Treg) reconstitution and 

stabilizing Foxp3 expression, according to a 

study appearing in a recent issue of Blood. Using 

murine transplant models, researchers showed 

that lethal GVHD could be prevented by 

inhibiting the IL-27p28 signaling pathway with 

antibody blockade or genetic ablation. 

Reconstitution of CD4+ natural Tregs (nTregs), 

CD4+ induced Tregs (iTregs) and CD8+ iTregs 

was more effective at preventing GVHD than 

Blocking IL-27 Signaling Prevents GVHD 

 
temporarily blocking IL-6 signaling. Targeting 

IL-27p28 increased stability of Foxp3 

expression, which improved the suppressive 

ability of adoptively transferred CD4+ nTregs. 

IL-27 signaling blockade also decreased T-cell-

derived-IL-10 production in conventional T 

cells without affecting CD4+ or CD8+ Tregs and 

maintained a pathway known for Treg-GVHD 

suppression. The researchers concluded that 

targeting IL-27 may be a new approach for 

expanding Tregs in vivo and preventing GVHD. 

More... 
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http://www.bloodjournal.org/content/128/14/1829
http://stm.sciencemag.org/content/8/360/360ra134
http://www.bloodjournal.org/content/128/16/2068
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•MARCH 
British Society for Haematology 
Annual Scientific Meeting 
March 27-29 
Brighton, United Kingdom 
 
Association of Community 
Cancer Centers 
43rd Annual Meeting 
March 29-31  
Washington, D.C. 
 

•APRIL 
American Association for 
Cancer Research 
Annual Meeting 
April 1-5 
Washington, D.C. 
 
European School of 
Haematology 
2nd Scientific Workshop – The 
Tumor Environment in 
Haematological Malignancies and 
Its Therapeutic Targeting 
April 7-9 
Berlin, Germany 
 
American Society of Transplant 
Surgeons 
American Transplant Congress 
April 29 - May 4 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
•2018 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR 
Annual Meetings 
February 21-25  
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
 

 

 

•NOVEMBER 
Society for Immunotherapy of 
Cancer 
Annual Meeting 
November 9-13 
National Harbor, Maryland 
 
National Donor Marrow 
Program/Be The Match 
Council Meeting 
November 10-12 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
European Association of Tissue 
Banks 
25th Congress 
November 23-25 
Hannover, Germany 
 

•DECEMBER 
American Society of 
Hematology 
58th Annual Meeting 
December 3-6 
San Diego, California 
 
European Society for Medical 
Oncology 
Asia Congress 
December 16-19 
Singapore 
 

•JANUARY 
Phacilitate Leaders Forum/Cell 
and Gene Therapy 
World/Immunotherapy World 
January 17-20 
Miami, Florida 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

•FEBRUARY 
European School of 
Haematology 
Clinical Updates on Aggressive 
Lymphoma 
February 15-17 
Paris, France 
 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR 
Annual Meetings 
February 22-26 
Orlando, Florida 

 

•MARCH 
Regenerative Medicine 
Workshop 
Synergizing Science, Engineering 
and Clinical Translation 
March 1-4 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
 
European School of 
Haematology 
Training Course on WHO 
Classification: Towards 
Personalized Medicine in 
Haematology 
March 9-11 
Saggart (Dublin), Ireland 
 

National Comprehensive Cancer 
Network 
22nd Annual Conference: Improving 
the Quality, Effectiveness and 
Efficiency of Cancer Care 
March 23-25 
Orlando, Florida 
 
European Society for Blood and 
Marrow Transplantation 
43rd Annual Meeting 
March 26-29 

Marseille, France 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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