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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR BLOOD AND MARROW TRANSPLANTATION 

Improving Reprogramming of 
Skin Cells into Stem Cells 
Adding extra miR-93 and miR-106b 
to skin cells can help to preserve the 
cells and enhance the number of 
induced pluripotent stem cells that 
are collected, according to research 
published in The EMBO Journal. The 
combination of these microRNAs 
blocked Tgfbr2 and p21, which can 
stop the cell cycle and promote cell 
death, leading to a lower number of 
iPS cells reprogrammed from skin 
cells. More... 

Differences Found Between 
Adult Stem Cells and 
Embryonic Stem Cells 
Although induced pluripotent stem 
(iPS) cells and embryonic stem cells 
appear to look and act alike, scientists 
have discovered differences between 
the cell types. Based on a study 
published in Nature, iPS cells may 

 

have a memory” of their previous 
origin and also have hotspots that 
show some resistance to 
reprogramming, proving that 
further research is needed before 
iPS cells replace embryonic stem 
cells. More... 

The Effect of Beta-Catenin on 
Pluripotency 
Using mouse embryonic stem cells 
missing glycogen synthase kinase-3 
(GSK-3), researchers discovered 
that a single GSK-3 substrate called 
beta-catenin influences the 
embryonic stem cell’s ability to 
leave the pluripotent state and to 
change into neurons. In addition, 
the Cell Stem Cell study indicates 
that TCF-mediated signaling is not 
necessary for beta-catenin to 
promote pluripotency and that 
beta-catenin plays a role in 
regulating pluripotency. More... 

  Continues on page 3 

 

   

 

 
 

Founders of Stem Cells Honored 
In honor of the 50-year anniversary of the groundbreaking study proving 
the existence of stems cells, Radiation Research has republished the paper it 
originally included in its February 1961 issue. The discovery of stem cells 
was made by James Till, PhD, and Ernest McCulloch, MD, who were 
measuring radiation sensitivity of bone marrow cells in mice at the time. 
The paper also has been republished in honor of the memory of Dr. 
McCulloch who passed away in January. More... 
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http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=17
http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=7
http://www.asbmt.org/
http://www.nature.com/emboj/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/emboj20112a.html
http://www.nature.com/news/2011/110202/full/470013a.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B8G3V-523D78F-H&_user=10&_coverDate=02%2F04%2F2011&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=browse&_origin=browse&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=f11291e499c0a71072c7c7d5714add39
http://rrjournal.org/doi/full/10.1667/RRXX28.1


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepare for Spring Training: Take Us All 
Out to the Ballgame 

Aloha. It can say hello, good-bye, peace and 
maybe even, how is your stress level. As we 
gathered in mid-Pacific to review science, clinical 
advances and administrative challenges, I was 
struck by the breadth of work presented. We 
heard about high-class molecular genetics 
defining new subsets of disease; the cutting edge 
of stem cell biology and its interface with tissue 
repair; focused clinical trials seeking definitive 
answers to improve transplantation; and even 
lessons in long-term follow-up: how to screen 
our patients for late effects. Some helped refine 
next year’s CIBMTR Working Committees’ 
scientific agenda and the next BMT CTN trials. 
There were lessons in biostatistics, how to grade 
chronic GVHD and even lengthy discussions on 
how to pay for the whole process.  

These broad topics were presented by people 
with very diverse backgrounds, skills and training. 
Some were laboratory scientists devising the next 
genetic, cellular and experimental transplant 
models to unravel regulatory elements, signaling 
molecules, adhesive interactions and brand new 
interleukins and interacting pathways. Some were 
clinical scientists sharing their exciting new 
protocols, pitching ideas for new trials and 
working out the complexities of new prospective 
studies to test how to do it all better. Some were 
administrators untangling the problems of BMT 
finances, regulatory issues, payer interactions, 
hospital priorities and CMS rules. A growing 
number were the non-physician professionals 
critical to the growth of our field. Pharmacists 
specializing in BMT, mid-level providers, social 
workers and nurses were all discussing ways to 
keep our patients safe and maybe even more 
importantly, to make them feel safe as they 
struggle through transplant therapies, serial 
complications and the challenges of recovery and 
long-term survival.  

Transplantation needs this multi-headed team 
as it grows increasingly complex; we need 
broader and deeper skills from all involved to 
make the process work. As each center grows,  
 

 

 
 

tackles older, sicker and more high-risk cohorts, 
each member of the team needs to think more 
broadly about how to help the science advance, 
the efficiencies improve and the patients feel safe. 

In recent years we’ve applauded advances in 
stem cell biology giving us new graft sources and 
cell therapies, fascinating immunology identifying 
new cells and signals to direct immunologic 
attack along with regulatory cell-orchestrated 
retreat that might be a key to limiting the 
devastations of GVHD.  We have brand new 
drugs and targeted therapies, tools to address 
new pathogens and the challenge to learn which 
components of treatment compromise the quality 
and duration of post-transplant life. 

We need a big tent to incorporate all these 
requisite skills, talents and interests. We need to 
recognize and celebrate our breadth, open our 
doors to new professionals and excite our 
younger colleagues about the numerous 
challenges still ahead.  Personally, I’ve had the 
chance, as a clinical researcher, to work with 
skilled experimentalists, with those whose 
greatest thrill is translational clinical science and 
with a worldwide group of excited committed 
clinical and biostatistical professionals; they all 
support our science and our clinical advances.  

Hematopoietic cell transplantation remains a 
fantastic clinical experiment which brings 
curative lymphohematopoietic precursors from 
one generous soul to another in trouble. It 
remains exciting and palpably connected to 21st 
century genomics, immunology, pharmaceutical 
science and health services research.  So let’s 
remember that the patients need all of us to keep 
working hard; and the challenges of collaboration 
need us all to work  
together. Let’s keep  
trying to make the cures  
more frequent, safer and  
cheaper.  This will  
require the best and  
most dedicated team  
science. 

 
 -Daniel 
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BREAKING NEWS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

 

Engineered Cells Show Promise for Cell 
Therapy 
Depots created by researchers within 
mesenchymal adult stem cells can release a 
variety of agents that influence the actions of 
cells, including those containing the depots, 
according to a study published in Biomaterials. 
This study shows promise that engineered cells 
can be used as cell therapy which has been 
unsuccessful to date other than with bone 
marrow transplantation because of the lack of 
control over  cells and their microenvironment 
following transplantation. More... 

 

Stem Cell Scientists Affected by Policy and Funding Uncertainties 
A survey of 370 stem cell scientists in the United States has found that uncertainty about federal 
policy and funding for embryonic stem cell research has negatively impacted not only scientists who 
work with embryonic cells but those who research induced pluripotent stem cells and nonpluripotent 
stem cells as well. About 75% of respondents who research embryo cells and 41% who work with 
other stem cells reported changes in the type or quality of their research, delays in research and hiring 
staff, and problems with collaborations, among other issues resulting from stem cell research 
uncertainties, according to the results published in Cell Stem Cell.  More... 
 

New Method Grades Quality of Stem Cell Lines 
Scientists have created a way of quickly and comprehensively grading the quality of pluripotent stem 
cell lines using a series of genomic assays. An article appearing in Cell explains how researchers 
compared the similarities and differences of 20 previously derived human embryonic stem cell lines 
and 12 human induced pluripotent stem cell lines to predict the differentiation efficiency of individual 
cell lines. More... 
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CLINICAL RESEARCH (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

Researchers Find Safer Way to Create 
Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells 
Researchers have discovered that transferring 
circular DNA into blood cells to create induced 
pluripotent stem cells is safer than the 
traditional method of using viruses to transfer 
DNA into a cell’s genome which can change 
DNA and form tumors. The circular DNA 
gradually disappeared from the blood sample 
after the iPS cells formed, according to the 
article in Cell Research. More... 

 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TWB-52108WB-3&_user=10&_coverDate=04%2F30%2F2011&_alid=1653177429&_rdoc=2&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=5558&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=6&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=73b9bf153d5efb8f631c7fdaac6841cb&searchtype=a
http://www.cell.com/cell-stem-cell/fulltext/S1934-5909(11)00003-8
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6WSN-523D3R8-1&_user=10&_coverDate=02%2F04%2F2011&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=7b432b6f8d9f26466ad1356f9cd54a00&searchtype=a
http://www.nature.com/cr/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/cr201112a.html


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ASBMT eNews is sent as a membership benefit of the American Society for Blood and Marrow Transplantation. If you 

would prefer not to receive future issues and want to remove your name from our mailing list, please reply with the word 
"REMOVE" in the subject line. 
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Six Abstracts Chosen as Best at Tandem 
Meetings 
A total 650 abstracts submitted by investigators 
in 33 countries were accepted for the 2011 BMT 
Tandem Meetings. Six of the abstracts were 
selected for awards by the abstract review 
committees. More... 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award Presented 
to Richard Champlin 
The 2011 recipient of the ASBMT Lifetime 
Achievement Award is Richard E. Champlin, 
MD. Dr. Champlin was recognized for his 
pioneering work in stem cell transplantation. 
The award, presented during the BMT Tandem 
Meetings, is supported by Pfizer Inc. 
 

Public Service Award Presented to 
Robert Baitty 
The 2011 recipient of the ASBMT Public Service 
Award is Robert Baitty, MPH. Mr. Baitty was 
recognized for his outstanding service to the 
stem cell transplantation community.  
 

Two New investigators Win BBMT 
Editorial Awards 
Two medical scientists are the recipients of 
editorial awards for new investigators for their 
articles published this past year in Biology of Blood 
and Marrow Transplantation. More... 
 

March 1 Deadline for Clinical Research 
Training Course 
The Clinical Research Training Course for 
fellows-in-training and junior faculty will be held 
in Santa Fe, N.M., in 2011. Applications are 
being accepted through March 1 for the course 
that will be held July 13-18. More... 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS 

 

 

Daniel Weisdorf Installed as ASBMT 
President 
Daniel J. Weisdorf, MD, has been installed as 
president of the American Society for Blood and 
Marrow Transplantation. He is professor of 
medicine at the University of Minnesota in 
Minneapolis, the director of the University of 
Minnesota’s Adult Blood and Marrow Transplant 
Program, and is scientific director for the 
National Marrow Donor Program and senior 
research advisor for the CIBMTR. C. Fred 
LeMaistre, MD, medical director of the Texas 
Transplant Institute, is the newly elected Vice 
President, to become president in 2013. More... 
 

BMT Tandem Meetings – Abstract 
Record 
Registration for the BMT Tandem Meetings in 
Hawaii was 2,395. A record 650 submitted 
abstracts from 33 different countries were 
received, an increase of 30% from 2010. 
 

Claim CME Online by March 31 for the 
Hawaii Sessions 
March 31 is the deadline for claiming continuing 
medical education (CME) credit for sessions 
attended at the 2011 BMT Tandem Meetings. 
This same link will also provide access to the 
evaluations forms for all sessions including the 
CIBMTR Working Committee Meetings. A 
certificate can be printed at the conclusion of the 
online session. More... 
 

BMT Tandem Meetings Abstracts 
Abstracts accepted for the 2011 BMT Tandem 
Meetings were published in the February issue of 
Biology of Blood and Marrow Transplantation (Vol. 17, 
No. 2, Supplement 2). 

 

http://asbmt.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=46
http://asbmt.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=47
http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=22
http://asbmt.affiniscape.com/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=48
http://www.condorregistration.net/bmt/2011/
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The editor for ASBMT eNews is Stephanie J. Lee, MD, MPH. 

ASBMT eNews services provided by Lori O’Keefe.  
 

Do you have news, responses or opinions to share with us?  
Please e-mail the association office at enews@asbmt.org. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

• JUNE (CONT.) 
FOCIS 2011 
Federation of Clinical Immunology Societies 
June 23-26 
Washington, D.C. 
 

• JULY 
CRYO 2011 
Society for Cryobiology 
48th Annual Meeting 
July 24-27 
Corvallis, Oregon 
 

•AUGUST 
2011 Pan Pacific Lymphoma Conference 
August 15-19 
Koloa, Kauai, Hawaii 
 

• 2012 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
February 1-5 
San Diego, California 
 

• 2013 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
February 13-17 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

• 2014 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
February 19-23 
Orlando, Florida 
 

• 2015 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
February 11-15 
San Diego, California 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

• MARCH 

Clinical Practice Guidelines and Quality 
Cancer Care 
National Comprehensive Cancer Network 
March 9-13 
Hollywood, Florida 
 
Regenerative Medicine: Advancing Next 
Generation Therapies 
14th Annual Hilton Head Workshop 
March 16-19 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
 
Association of Community Cancer Centers 
37th Annual Meeting 
March 24-26 
Washington, D.C. 
 
American Association of Tissue Banks  
15th Annual Spring Conference 
March 25-29 
Austin, Texas 

 
The New York Academy of Sciences 
Pathogens in the Blood Supply 
March 29 
New York, New York 
 

• APRIL 

European Group for Blood and Marrow  
Transplantation  
37th Annual Meeting 
April 3-6 
Paris, France 
 
American Society of Pediatric Hematology 
Oncology 
24th Annual Meeting 
April 13-16 
Baltimore, Maryland 
 
American Association for Cancer 
Research  
102nd Annual Meeting 
April 2-6 
Orlando, Florida 
 

• APRIL (CONT.) 
 American Transplant Congress 
American Society of Transplantation 
April 30-May 4 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 

• MAY 

The IL-1 Family of Cytokines: From Basic 
Biology to Clinical Applications 
May 8-11 
Clearwater, Florida 
 
Immunology 2011 
American Association of Immunologists (AAI) 
May 13-17 
San Francisco, California 
 
American Society of Gene & Cell Therapy  
14th Annual Meeting 
May 18-21 
Seattle, Washington 
 
International Society for Cellular Therapy  
17th Annual Meeting 
May 18-21 
Rotterdam, Netherlands 
 
11th International Symposium on 
Myelodysplastic Syndromes 
MDS Foundation 
May 18-21 
Edinburgh, United Kingdom 
 

• JUNE 
American Society for Apheresis 
30th Annual Meeting 
June 1-4 
Scottsdale, Arizona 
 
American Society of Clinical Oncology 
47th Annual Meeting 
June 3-7 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
International Society for Stem Cell 
Research 
ISSCR 9th Annual Meeting 
June 15-18 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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