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ASBMT eNews 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR BLOOD AND MARROW TRANSPLANTATION 

 

Genetic Irregularities Identified 
in Stem Cell Lines 
Using a single nucleotide 
polymorphism analysis, researchers 
have discovered genetic abnormalities 
in human embryonic and induced 
pluripotent stem cell lines. According 
to the study published in Cell Stem Cell, 
this demonstrates the need to ensure 
that stem cell lines intended for clinical 
use are safe and do not show signs of 
genetic alterations associated with 
cancer. More... 

High Levels of Reactive Oxygen 
Species Maintained by Neural 
Stem Cells 
For the first time ever, researchers have 
proven that neural stem cells can 
sustain high levels of reactive oxygen 
species (ROS) to assist in regulating 
normal self-renewal and differentiation. 
The authors of the study, which 
appears in Cell Stem Cell, also 
discovered that neural stem cells were 
extremely reactive to ROS stimulation. 
This latest study may have important 
implications for brain injuries, repair 
and diseases, such as autism and brain 
cancer. More... 
 

 

Artificial Blood That Mimics 
Flexibility of Real Blood 
Scientists have discovered hydrogel 
microparticles resembling the size and 
shape of red blood cells are flexible 
enough to bypass several organs and 
remain longer in circulation than 
conventional microparticles. According 
to the study published in Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, these 
synthetic particles also show promise for 
treating cancer and unlimited supplies of 
artificial blood. More... 

Use of Cord Blood Stem Cells for 
Brain Injury Treatment Being 
Investigated 
Researchers at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Houston have 
begun enrolling participants in the first 
Phase 1 study that will use a child’s own 
umbilical cord blood stem cells for 
traumatic brain injury treatment. 
Approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, the study will include 10 
children ages 18 months to 17 years who 
have experienced moderate to severe 
traumatic brain injury in the last six to 18 
months and who also have umbilical 
cord blood stored with Cord Blood 
Registry. More... 
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Founder of New iPS Cells Method Honored by Time Magazine 
Derrick Rossi, PhD, who discovered a new method for induced pluripotent stem 
(iPS) cells, was named one of Time Magazine’s 2010 “People Who Mattered,” 
which is featured in the magazine’s Dec. 27 “Person of the Year” issue. Dr. 
Rossi’s method to generate iPS cells uses messenger molecules rather than 
possible cancer-causing viruses and genes. More.... 

   

http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=17
http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=7
http://www.asbmt.org/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B8G3V-51WDVCV-G&_user=10&_coverDate=01%2F07%2F2011&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=61a7f1f4c98c784e1d41e560a340de8e&searchtype=a
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B8G3V-51WDVCV-C&_user=10&_coverDate=01%2F07%2F2011&_rdoc=12&_fmt=high&_orig=browse&_origin=browse&_zone=rslt_list_item&_srch=doc-info(%23toc%2341804%232011%23999919998%232847748%23FLA%23display%23Volume)&_cdi=41804&_sort=d&_docanchor=&_ct=17&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=34eeaac6cc912e0b5a5f924850ab9a78&searchtype=a
http://www.pnas.org/content/108/2/586.abstract
http://www.uthouston.edu/media/story.htm?id=2564998
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2036683_2036767_2037437,00.htm


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is SCT Relevant to World Health? 
 
On the global scale, stem cell transplantation (SCT) 

represents bad value for money compared with 
preventative medicine and the elimination of infectious 
diseases.  

The CIBMTR estimates that 26,000 allogeneic and 
33,000 autologous stem cell transplants were performed 
in 2009. Of this, a survival rate benefitting perhaps 
40,000 is an insignificant number compared with the 
millions of individuals who could be saved from 
devastating infections such as malaria, HIV, hookworm, 
or tuberculosis.  

If we wanted to make a bigger impact on healthcare, 
we should by now have abandoned our palaces of 
advanced medical practice and gone to work in poor 
countries, helping them to build the public health 
infrastructures needed as a basis for healthy living. Of 
course, the reality is more complicated.  

Most of us are not well trained for fighting AIDS in 
Africa, and the political and economic realities can block 
medical progress in countries that might benefit most. 
Indeed is it appropriate for every country to aspire to 
develop the advanced and expensive medicine required 
to sustain a SCT program, and what can we, as stem cell 
transplanters, offer on the world stage?  

SCT is an important marker of the advanced 
evolution of a health care system. National ambitions 
aside, the achievement of a transplant program implies a 
critical level of development of a healthcare system, 
which can promote good practices that spill over into 
many aspects of medical care.  

SCT requires a functioning transfusion service, a 
team approach to medicine, with all that is implied in the 
collaboration between doctors and healthcare specialists, 
and the recognition of the value each team member 
plays (replacing the archaic behavior of the “chief of 
medicine” answerable to nobody, existing today mainly 
in medical TV dramas). And transplantation implies a 
deeper level of physician-patient relationship beyond the 
paternalistic, an honest informed relationship. 

Lastly SCT is inherently linked to medical research. It 
teaches us that we need to understand pathophysiology 
and therapeutics at the most basic level to advance 
treatments, and reminds us that the discipline is not 
static but constantly developing and improving. 

Transplantation needs money to pay for a continuing 
supply of the necessary array of drugs, but countries like 
Brazil, and more recently India, show that SCT can be 
very successfully applied in nations with robust 
emerging economies, and at lower cost: staff salaries are 
lower, drugs are manufactured locally and cord blood 
banks and donor registries are rapidly forming. 

 

 

National ambitions to create SCT services can 
empower transfusion services, stimulate medical 
research and reduce the steady migration of bright 
doctors and scientists away from their homeland. But, 
new transplant groups need to focus where their 
professionals can meet with others in the same field to 
gain practical knowledge and encouragement.  

We in ASBMT have so much to offer the rest of the 
world: we can now disseminate 40 years worth of 
accumulated knowledge of how to recognize and treat 
the dozen or so recurring complications that if promptly 
managed, can make the difference between success and 
failure.  

We can travel to national meetings of countries 
where SCT is becoming established to share our 
expertise and enthusiasm, and as many individuals have 
done, we can spend time to help set up transplant 
programs. We can share guidelines, monitoring schemes 
for quality criteria, and pool our donor registries. We can 
also help recognition of SCT as a therapeutic modality 
by accepting patients from overseas for SCT and 
receiving visiting health professionals from newly 
established transplant units. 

ASBMT can also play a key role in the development 
of SCT excellence - we are a founding member of the 
Worldwide Network for Blood and Marrow 
Transplantation (WBMT) which seeks to provide a 
unified voice on SCT to the World Health Organization.  

At a Society level our approach is to develop 
contacts with other transplantation societies. This year a 
link with the EBMT (European Group for Blood and 
Marrow Transplantation) will begin, but we see this as 
just a beginning of a worldwide association of stem cell 
transplant societies, with the goal of fostering 
international exchanges of practice, technology and 
individuals.  

So, although we cannot as transplanters directly 
contribute to the grandiose aim of eliminating infectious 
disease from the world, we do have an important part to 
play as role models for excellence in advanced  
medical practice integrating  
high technical skills and 
science-based medicine,  
with teamwork and patient  
management. Be assured,  
we have much to offer and 
much to share that can  
help raise the quality of  
medical care worldwide.  
 
 --John 
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this project will be an international overview 
of current training practices and a subsequent 
consensus document making recommendations for 
training and competency. The paper will be useful for 
allowing centers to compare or benchmark their 
practices with other centers and will offer good 
examples that could be adopted and implemented 
elsewhere. You are kindly asked to provide one 
response from each facility. You may need to 
collaborate with your colleagues in this regard. More... 
 

Clinical Research Training Course – New 
Location 
The ASBMT Clinical Research Training Course for 
fellows-in-training and junior faculty will be held in 
Santa Fe, N.M., in 2011. Applications are being 
accepted through March 1 for the course that will be 
held July 13-18. More... 
 

Learn About Cord Blood Licensure from 
NMDP at the BMT Tandem Meetings 
NMDP will offer multiple opportunities to learn 
about cord blood licensure at the upcoming BMT 
Tandem Meetings. Attend the NMDP educational 
session on Saturday, Feb. 19 at 10:30 a.m. for more 
information on cord blood licensure, match rates, 
trends and best practices. You can also visit the 
NMDP booth to discuss licensure with NMDP 
experts and to access licensure information. More... 
 

City of Hope Celebrates 10,000th Transplant 
On Jan. 13, the City of Hope performed its 10,000th 
patient transplant on a man with advanced CML 
undergoing fully ablative transplant from an unrelated 
donor. It is a special moment in the 35-year history of 
the City of Hope Transplant Program. Over the years, 
many patients have benefited from the scientific and 
clinical work done in the growing transplant field, 
where work continues on looking for better ways to 
cure disease and to restore patients’ healthy lives.  
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ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Fred LeMaistre Will Lead ASBMT in 2013 

C. Fred LeMaistre, MD, has been chosen by ballot 
among ASBMT members to be the Society’s Vice 
President. The election places him in line to assume 
the presidency two years from now. Dr. LeMaistre is 
medical director of the Texas Transplant Institute 
which performs adult and pediatric stem cell and 
organ transplantation. He received medical training 
from Southwestern Medical School, where he also 
trained in internal medicine. Dr. LeMaistre 
performed a fellowship in hematology and oncology 
at the UT Health Science Center at San Antonio, 
and he is board certified in internal medicine and 
medical oncology. 

Ginna G. Laport, MD, was also chosen by ballot 
among ASBMT members to be the Society’s 
Secretary. Dr. Laport is an Associate Professor in 
the Division of Blood and Marrow Transplantation 
at the Stanford University School of Medicine. Dr. 
Laport will take office at the close of the BMT 
Tandem Meetings this month in Hawaii. 
 
Newly elected directors are Ronald E. Gress, MD, 
of the National Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Md.; 
Carolyn A. Keever-Taylor, PhD, of the Medical 
College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee; and Philip J. 
McCarthy, Jr., MD, of the Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute in Buffalo, N.Y. All will take office at the 
close of the BMT Tandem Meetings this month in 
Hawaii. 

 
AHCTA Survey 
As part of an international collaborative project 
between AHCTA partners, we ask you to complete 
an important survey regarding collection staff. The 
survey will be used to help AHCTA 
(www.ahcta.org) develop consensus 
recommendations for training staff performing 
collections of apheresis and cord blood stem cell 
transplant products.  The expected outcome from  
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/AHCTA_Survey
http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=19
http://www.marrow.org/cblicensure
http://www.ahcta.org/
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IN MEMORIAM 

 

 
First Annual Forum 
New this year will be our first annual Tandem Clinical 
Practice Forum – sessions designed for all allied health 
professionals which transcend across roles and all the 
various disciplines. More... 

 
Malcolm K. Brenner to Present E. Donnall 
Thomas Lecture 
Malcolm K. Brenner, MD, PhD, of the Baylor College 
of Medicine will present the E. Donnall Thomas 
Lecture at the 2011 BMT Tandem Meetings in Hawaii 
on Saturday, Feb. 19. More... 

 
ASBMT President’s Reception on Sunday 
Night 
Reserve your tickets now for a relaxing and enjoyable 
evening of dining, great conversation, Hawaiian-style 
entertainment and dancing along the Waikiki 
oceanfront at the Sheraton Waikiki Palm Garden on 
Sunday, Feb. 20. Shuttle buses will be available from 8 
p.m. to 11 p.m. between the Hawaii Convention 
Center, the Sheraton Waikiki and all official conference 
hotels. Tickets are available online and will be available 
at the conference registration desk until Friday, Feb. 18 
at 5 pm. 

 
2011 Lifetime Achievement Award and Public 
Service Award 
During the 2011 BMT Tandem Meetings, ASBMT will 
present the 2011 Lifetime Achievement Award to 
Richard Champlin, MD, and the 2011 Public Service 
Award to Robert Baitty, MPH. More... 

 
 

Joel M. Rappeport, MD, Dies at Age 71 
Joel M. Rappeport, MD, of Woodbridge, Conn., died Jan. 16 at the age of 71. A leader in the bone marrow 
transplant (BMT) field, Dr. Rappeport is credited for publishing an early description of syngeneic graft-vs.- 
host disease (GvHD). In addition, he co-authored articles on shortening methotrexate dosing for GvHD 
prophylaxis, chronic thrombocytopenia as a risk factor for poor outcome in GvHD patients, and the use of 
BMT for Gaucher disease. He also was one of the pioneers of using BMT for immune deficiencies. Dr. 
Rappeport was most recently director of the Yale/New Haven Hospital for Bone Marrow Transplant Unit and 
a professor at Yale University Medical School where he was named Teacher of the Year. Dr. Rappeport was 
preceded in death by his wife and is survived by his three children. Memorial contributions can be made to The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society or to The Aplastic Anemia Society. More... 
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BMT TANDEM MEETINGS 

 

 

Record Number of Pre-registrants Headed for 
Hawaii 
Pre-registration for the 2011 BMT Tandem Meetings has 
exceeded last year’s record when the meetings convened 
in Orlando. The scientific program, the agenda for 
parallel personnel conferences, local transportation and 
other information are available online. More... 
 

BMT Center Administrators Conference 
In keeping with the general theme of conservation of 
resources, copies of the speakers’ presentations for the 
BMT Center Administrators Conference will be available 
in PDF format through links embedded in the program 
information on the ASBMT Web site. Copies of the 
presentations will not be provided at the sessions on 
Feb. 17 and 18. PDFs will be available beginning Feb. 7 
and will remain available through the end of March. 
Should a presentation not be received until the day of 
the conference, a PDF of that presentation will be added 
to the Web site at the conclusion of the conference. 
More... 
 

Meet Colleagues at Opening Night Welcome 
Reception  
Network with your colleagues from across the country 
and around the world at the Welcome Reception being 
held at the Hawaii Convention Center in conjunction 
with the Poster Session on Thursday, Feb 17. 
 

Armand Keating to Present Bortin Lecture 
Armand Keating, MD, will present the Mortimer M. 
Bortin Lecture at the BMT Tandem Meetings in Hawaii. 
His presentation, “The Promise of Cellular Therapy,” 
will be on Friday, Feb. 18. More... 

 

 

http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=33
http://www.asbmt.org/cibmtr-Tandem
http://www.asbmt.org/cibmtr-Tandem
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/bostonglobe/obituary.aspx?n=joel-m-rappeport&pid=147900906
http://www.asbmt.org/cibmtr-Tandem
http://www.asbmt.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=31
http://www.asbmt.org/cibmtr-Tandem
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The editor for ASBMT eNews is Stephanie J. Lee, MD, MPH. 

ASBMT eNews services provided by Lori O’Keefe.  
 

Do you have news, responses or opinions to share with us?  
Please e-mail the association office at enews@asbmt.org. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

• JUNE (CONT.) 
International Society for Stem Cell Research 
ISSCR 9th Annual Meeting 
June 15-18 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada 
 
FOCIS 2011 
Federation of Clinical Immunology Societies 
June 23-26 
Washington, D.C. 
 

• JULY 
CRYO 2011 
Society for Cryobiology 
48th Annual Meeting 
July 24-27 
Corvallis, Oregon 
 

• 2012 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
Feb 1-5 
San Diego, California 
 

• 2013 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
Feb 13-17 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

• 2014 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
Feb 19-23 
Orlando, Florida 
 

• 2015 
BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR Annual 
Meetings 
Feb 11-15 

San Diego, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

• FEBRUARY 

BMT Tandem Meetings 
Combined ASBMT and CIBMTR annual 
meetings 
Feb. 17-21 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
 

• MARCH 

Clinical Practice Guidelines and Quality 
Cancer Care 
National Comprehensive Cancer Network 
March 9-13 
Hollywood, Florida 
 

Regenerative Medicine: Advancing Next 
Generation Therapies 
14th Annual Hilton Head Workshop 
March 16-19 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
 
Association of Community Cancer Centers 
37th Annual Meeting 
March 24-26 
Washington, D.C. 
 

American Association of Tissue Banks  
15th Annual Spring Conference 
March 25-29 
Austin, Texas 
 

• APRIL 

European Group for Blood and Marrow  
Transplantation  
37th Annual Meeting 
April 3-6 
Paris, France 
 

American Society of Pediatric Hematology 
Oncology 
24th Annual Meeting 
April 13-16 
Baltimore, Maryland 

 

American Association for Cancer Research  
102nd Annual Meeting 
April 2-6 
Orlando, Florida 
 

• APRIL (CONT.) 

American Transplant Congress 
American Society of Transplantation 
April 30-May 4 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 

• MAY 

The IL-1 Family of Cytokines: From Basic 
Biology to Clinical Applications 
May 8-11 
Clearwater, Florida 
 
Immunology 2011 
American Association of Immunologists (AAI) 
May 13-17 
San Francisco, California 
 
American Society of Gene & Cell Therapy  
14th Annual Meeting 
May 18-21 
Seattle, Washington 
 
International Society for Cellular Therapy  
17th Annual Meeting 
May 18-21 
Rotterdam, Netherlands 
 
11th International Symposium on 
Myelodysplastic Syndromes 
MDS Foundation 
May 18-21 
Edinburgh, United Kingdom 
 

• JUNE 
American Society for Apheresis 
30th Annual Meeting 
June 1-4 
Scottsdale, Arizona 
 
American Society of Clinical Oncology 
47th Annual Meeting 
June 3-7 
Chicago, Illinois 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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