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October 27th, 2020 

Hon. Cameron Friesen 
Minister of Health, Seniors and Active Living 
Office of the Minister of Health, Seniors and Active Living 
Government of Manitoba  
302-450 Broadway, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 0V8 
 

RE:  COVID-19 case investigation in the province 

Dear Minister Friesen, 

In follow-up to our meeting September 30th and as the number of COVID-19 cases is rapidly growing in Manitoba, 

the Association would like to reiterate the need to enhance public health nursing capacity and supports in the 

existing system. We have connected with our members working in the community on the pandemic response, to 

get their insights and observations so that we can share them with you.  

Members’ feedback revealed that they are gravely concerned about increased community transmission and that 

their professional opinion and expertise is not being sought. Sixty-eight percent of respondents are not confident 

in how COVID-19 is being handled. Case investigation and contact follow up is one of the most effective ways to 

reduce transmission of the virus. Studies in other jurisdictions have shown that economic recovery during a 

pandemic is closely linked to the ability to interrupt transmission by responding to positive test results. We know 

that this is critical, as case counts are now at the point of straining our community and acute care systems. It is 

essential that more financial resources be allocated to expand the existing public health system. 

 Additionally, managing COVID-19 case investigation is just one aspect of our members concerns. More than 73% 

of respondents indicated that since reprioritizing work due to COVID-19, they are very concerned about the 

unintended impacts to clients and community most at risk, who are not receiving adequate nursing interventions 

and support.  

Nurses in all settings are at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19; and strive to provide high quality 

professional care to Manitobans despite significant added pressure on our province’s health system. 

We would like to set up a meeting to share the themes of the survey and potential solutions that members have 

suggested. These recommendations, including ideas to better existing processes, would be beneficial to 

improving COVID-19 health outcomes.  

Once again thank you for your time and support for nurses in Manitoba. We look forward to working 
collaboratively with the government to ensure the health and safety of all Manitobans. 
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Sincerely, 
 

  
Cheryl Cusack RN PhD 
Executive Director 
Association of Regulated Nurses of Manitoba (Association) 

Pam Scheveck RN MEd  
Chair  
Community Health Nurses of Manitoba (CHNM) 

 
 
 
CC:    The Honourable Brian Pallister, Premier of Manitoba 
        Dr. Brent Roussin, Chief Provincial Public Health Officer 

Lanette Siragusa, Provincial Lead, Health System Integration, Quality / Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Association of Regulated Nurses of Manitoba (Association) is the 
professional voice of nurses. We represent nurses of all designations, nursing 
students and retired nurses with a membership of nearly 10,000.  
 

 

 

The Community Health Nurses of Manitoba (CHNM) is a specialty interest 
group represented by nurses that work in public health, community health 
and home care settings. The primary purpose of CHNM is to promote and 
enhance the health of Manitoba communities and advance the practice of 
community health nursing. 
 

 

 


