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September 4, 2020  

The Honourable Brian Pallister, MLA, Premier of Manitoba 

Legislative Assembly of Manitoba  

450 Broadway 

Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V8  

Cc:  The Honourable Cameron Friesen, MLA, Minister of Health  

The Honourable Scott Fielding, MLA, Minister of Finance  

 

To the Honourable Brian Pallister: 

Re: Outsourcing of core public health services: COVID-19 

Nurses are leading the fight against COVID-19. As such, we wish to express our shared concern regarding the 

request for proposals (RFP) to provide COVID-19 contact tracing and case investigation services for the province. 

We hope you will address our concerns and consider a new path of action. 

The Association of Regulated Nurses of Manitoba (Association) and the Community Health Nurses of Manitoba 

(CHNM) recognizes the expertise and often unseen contributions of our public health workforce. The skill and 

dedication of these healthcare providers have become central to the safety of our citizens during this global 

pandemic and the effort they have put forth on a daily basis to flatten the curve and protect the public is 

outstanding.  

We know that the extra demand on the public health system may increase as we see case numbers climbing, 

schools reopening and the fall respiratory virus season approaching. We also know that an increase in public 

health funding was a need identified in the Peachy Report in 2017, prior to the pandemic.  

This speaks to the need for both immediate resources and long-term change, which is why the move to privatize 

core public health services raises concerns. Public health nurses and other providers within the public health 

system are highly trained with the specialized skills and knowledge required for case investigation and contact 

tracing. In addition to that, this work is complex and requires the integrated efforts of all parts of the public 

health system.  

We do not believe an outsourced provider will be able to fully integrate with the public health system, which 

already has the potential to address Manitoba’s need if adequately supported. As public servants, professionals 

in public health ensure the safeguarding of personal health information and have significant experience with this 

sensitive data. 
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We were encouraged by Manitoba’s swift response at the beginning of the pandemic and continued efforts to 

focus on the fundamentals and create new tools like the #RestartMB Pandemic Response System. These actions 

demonstrate a willingness to evolve while focusing on public health recommendations.   

The efforts of government, the health regions, our public health nurses and providers have allowed us to react 

quickly and resourcefully. It is our belief that expanding a system that is already functioning so well is the best 

course of action. Please consider setting aside the RFP and investing in our public health system instead. We 

would then have the infrastructure and capacity to serve us well now and into the future.  

The Association and CHNM welcome the opportunity to support the government in this work and to connect 

you with our nurses. 

Sincerely,  

 

   
Jennifer Dunsford 
President 
Association of Regulated  
Nurses of Manitoba (ARNM) 

Mary Smith 
Executive Director 
Association of Regulated  
Nurses of Manitoba (ARNM) 

Pam Scheveck 
President 
Community Health Nurses  
of Manitoba (CHNM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Association of Regulated Nurses of Manitoba (Association) is the 
professional voice of nurses. We represent nurses of all designations, nursing 
students and retired nurses with a membership of nearly 10,000.  
 

 

 

The Community Health Nurses of Manitoba (CHNM) is a specialty interest 
group represented by nurses that work in public health, community health 
and home care settings. The primary purpose of CHNM is to promote and 
enhance the health of Manitoba communities and advance the practice of 
community health nursing. 
 

 

 


