
As a teenager growing up in northern California, Jessica Guarino 
had no idea Arkansas would play such an important role in her 
future or that she would one day find opportunity in the state. Yet 
last May she was handed a diploma and became one of the 116 new-
est University of Arkansas School of Law alumni. And, her opportu-
nities at the School of Law continue as the 2019-20 Journal of Food 
Law and Policy Fellow, which will allow her to spend the next year 
advising and working with the student editors of the journal while 
earning an LL.M. in Agricultural and Food Law.

It is agriculture, and more specifically agricultural law, that con-
nects California, Arkansas and Guarino. She spent her adolescence 
in Yreka, California. The town of approximately 7,765 is nestled 
in the shadow of Mount Shasta and owes its economic impetus to 
agriculture. According to SeeCalifornia.com, the leading agricultural 
production of the area is nursery plants, strawberries, hay, cattle, 
potatoes, wheat and onions. 

“Yreka is the most beautiful place on Earth,” Guarino said. “It’s 
the kind of place where everyone knows your business. The sur-
rounding community is all farms owned by very conservative, inde-
pendent folks.” 

Jessica’s ties to the University of Arkansas School of Law go back 
to the 1980s, several years before she was born. Thomas Guarino, 
a native of Vermont, came to Fayetteville for law school in 1985. 
He must have liked the town and the school because he stayed an 
additional year to earn a Master of Laws from the then newly-created 
LL.M. Program in Agricultural and Food Law, the first such program 
in the country. He met his wife, Carrie, in Arkansas and has now 
retired to Bella Vista, after practicing in California where there is a 
large demand for lawyers with agricultural expertise. The family his-
tory led Jessica Guarino to investigate her father’s alma mater. 

Prior to Arkansas, Guarino completed a Bachelor of Arts in politi-
cal science, with a minor in American history, at Northwest Nazarene 

University in Idaho. She completed the degree in three years, grad-
uating summa cum laude, and was the first graduate of the school’s 
honor college. She had a well-rounded experience there and began 
honing the writing, speaking and analytical skills that created oppor-
tunity for her in law school. She is quick to credit the excellent edu-
cation she received at NNU for her subsequent success in law school 
(graduating magna cum laude and third in her class). 

Guarino participated in a wide array of law school activities. One 
particular honor showcased her talents: Arkansas Law Review. After 
serving as a staff editor during her 2L year she was tapped as the 
2018-19 executive editor. She said she loved reading and editing the 
submitted articles, assisting the editor-in-chief and even working on 
an update of the organization’s bylaws and constitution. Her diligent 
and excellent work made her a natural candidate for the Journal of 
Food Law and Policy Fellowship.

Like almost every School of Law student, Guarino has benefited 
from the support and mentorship of the Arkansas bench and bar. 
She enjoyed participating in various moot court competitions, which 
are supported by almost 200 judges and lawyers who volunteer their 
time and expertise to coach and mentor students as they serve as 
competition judges. She competed on the American Bar Association 
National Appellate Advocacy Competition teams as a 2L and 3L, 
making it to the final round at regionals both years. Last March, her 
team won the coveted best brief award at the Boston Regional, and 
she took home the award of third-best oral advocate. Her success 
earned her the 2019 Davis, Clark, Butt, Carithers and Taylor PLC 
Appellate Advocacy Prize. 

Guarino also had the extraordinary opportunity to work on an 
array of civil and criminal cases as an extern for the Hon. Brad 
Karren of the Nineteenth West Judicial Circuit (Division 2). 

“Jessica Guarino is amazing!” said professor Angie Doss, director 
of externships for the School of Law. “She loves to learn, and she 
absorbs like a sponge. She faces challenges stoically and always gets 
the job done and done well. Judge Karren truly tested her mettle—as 
he does with all our students by immersing them totally in the work 
of his court and chambers as though they were post-graduate judicial 
clerks. During her time with the judge, Guarino learned to separate 
emotions from reason while working on gruesome cases, and she 
learned how to approach and deal with ethical dilemma.” 

Opportunity has a way of creating plot twists. Last January, 
Guarino expected to pursue a LL.M. in intellectual property and 
said she has always thought she would live on a coast—most likely 
California because of the concentration of high-tech, innovation and 
social media companies. But, Arkansas’ natural beauty, the “unreal” 
cost of living, professional connections and family made Arkansas 
attractive too. She sat for the California Bar at the end of July and 
is awaiting the results as she settles into her new studies and duties 
in the LL.M. program. It will be interesting to see where her next 
opportunity leads. 
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Jessica Guarino and Thomas Guarino at the School of Law 
Alumni Reunion in April.  


