
Alexis Stevens, or Lexi, as she is often called, is one of those for-
tunate people who discovered at an early age what she wanted to be 
when she grew up. She intended to be a lawyer – and more specifical-
ly, a litigator. But the benefits of such knowledge came with a price. 

She became aware of the legal profession as her parents endured 
a contentious divorce. Observing the lawyers guiding her parents 
through the process was fascinating to the 11-year-old, and her inter-
est in learning those skills was formed. She had no desire to practice 
family law, but knew she wanted to work in a courtroom.  

The University of Arkansas has provided a clear pathway to her 
goal, and it may surprise some that this Willard, Missouri, native 
chose Arkansas over Mizzou. 

“I visited both Columbia and Fayetteville. Northwest Arkansas 
just felt like home,” she said. “Campus is beautiful. Fayetteville has 
all the amenities of a city, yet within just a few minutes I can be 
hiking. I love being outdoors and walking with my Huskie, Moose. 
Arkansas offers the best of both worlds.”

It doesn’t take long to realize that Stevens is a woman on a mis-
sion. This organized, determined 3L approaches law school with a 
well-planned strategy for success. In 2017, she earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration in marketing from the Sam M. 
Walton College of Business. The school’s national reputation fit into 
her plan by being attractive to law school admission committees, and 
the study of marketing was intriguing because of its psychological 
element—the same allure she finds in the law and in the writings of 
Stephen King. 

As an undergraduate she focused on her grades and worked part 
time as a waitress and a law firm courier, all with an eye on her 
goal. As a 1L, Stevens was named best oral advocate in her Legal 
Research and Writing class, and participation in the school’s moot 
court competitions has helped sharpen her skills and affirm her 
resolve. She was a quarterfinalist in the 2018 William H. Sutton 
Barrister’s Union Trial Competition and the 2019 Ben J. Altheimer 

Moot Court Competition. As a member of the Trial Competition 
Committee of the Board of Advocates, she is now helping to orga-
nize the annual competitions.

Experience gleaned through the Arkansas Law Review has contrib-
uted to Stevens’ legal education. As a 2L she was a staff editor and 
carried out projects as assigned by the editor-in-chief. At the end of 
the year she was the successful candidate for the publication’s 2019 
symposium editor and is now busily managing the moving pieces 
to ensure the success of the Oct. 25 symposium, “The Evolving 
Regulation of Crypto.”

“Alexis has been a delight to work with,” said Carol Goforth, 
University Professor and Clayton N. Little Professor of Law, who 
is this year’s faculty symposium adviser. “She is conscientious and 
professional. Her work as symposium editor has been exemplary; her 
written and oral communication skills are excellent and she is always 
ready to brainstorm to resolve issues along the way. As a professor, 
it is a joy and privilege to be able to interact with students such as 
Alexis. I have absolutely no doubt that these experiences will help her 
become a superb attorney and a credit to the profession.”

“It’s been a bit of a learning curve, but I’ve enjoyed the planning 
process,” Stevens said. “There’s been a lot of interest in the topic, and 
I think we’re going to have a good turnout.”

Next summer, the Arkansas Law Review will publish “Same 
Grid, Different Results: Criminal Sentencing Disparities Between 
Arkansas Counties” by Stevens. The article is the result of an empir-
ical comparison of disparate sentencing outcomes of cases involving 
similar fact sets in two Arkansas counties. Stevens identifies the 
problem through an analysis of court sentencing orders and then 
explores possible causes of the differences and proposes solutions. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed watching Lexi’s scholarly growth as she wrestled 
with an issue that touches critical facets of criminal justice in Arkansas,” 
said Brian Gallini, professor of law and Steven’s article adviser. 

Summer law clerkships have been a source of practical experience 
for Stevens and have given her an opportunity to interact with 
members of the state’s bar. She has worked at Kutak Rock LLP, 
Quattlebaum Grooms and Tull PLLC and Taylor Law Partners LLP. 
The opportunities have provided valued experience observing client 
meetings and hearings as well as researching and drafting memo-
randa, discovery, contracts, pleadings, motions and briefs under the 
tutelage of Arkansas attorneys. 

After graduation, she plans to join the litigation group of Kutak 
Rock LLP. Until then, she will remain busy with her studies, com-
petitions, editorial responsibilities and participation in student 
organizations. She even finds time to enjoy the outdoors and a good 
read by her favorite author, Stephen King – and embody some of 
his philosophy.

“Talent is cheaper than table salt. What separates the talented 
individual from the successful one is a lot of hard work,” King said 
in a 1996 interview in the London Independent.
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