
In 2013, shortly after completing his under-
graduate degree, 3L Marc Buchman and three 
friends participated in the Mongol Rally, a 
10,000-mile intercontinental charity road 
rally that begins in London, England, and, 
at the time, ended in Ulan Bator, Mongolia. 
Participation in the rally required the acquisi-
tion of what Buchman called, “for the lack of 
a better term, a crappy car” that was tiny and 
“should have never made it out of the city.” 
Martin, a Londoner met on Facebook and a 
fellow rally participant, purchased the team’s 
online-located car. Buchman and his friends 
wired Martin $2,500 and relied on his offer 
of a place to stay before the rally began. 

“We had our fingers crossed the entire 
time. Even at the airport we were saying to 
each other ‘I hope Martin is a real person,’” 
Buchman said.  

Although the adventure sounds ill-advised, 
Martin was real, he did not abscond with the 
team’s money, he purchased the car, and he 
did have a place for them to stay. Buchman 
and friends, two of whom are more than 
six feet tall, wedged themselves into the tiny 
car and became one of 200 teams to begin a 
trek that led them across Siberia.  They were 
among approximately 100 teams completing 
the rally, which Buchman called the adven-
ture of a lifetime. Parenthetically, Martin’s 
conveyance irreparably broke down and he 
did not finish. And, today the race ends in 
Ulan Ude, Russia, because the people of Ulan 
Bator grew tired of dealing with 100 “crappy” 
cars after the finish of the rally.

Buchman, a native of Paragould, earned his 
undergraduate degree in philosophy, with a 
minor in finance and economics, at Arkansas 
State University.  He planned to pursue a 
doctorate in philosophy in order to prepare 

himself for teaching at a college or university. 
However, after earning a Master of Arts in 
the philosophy of science at Northern Illinois 
University in DeKalb he was unsure of the 
wisdom of devoting more time and money 
into a terminal degree in a field with few 
job prospects.  Law school seemed a good fit 
for his skill set, and he liked the idea of an 
applied field that would allow him to help 
people navigate the challenges of life.

When it came down to selecting a school 
the U of A was a logical choice since Buchman 
hoped to settle in Arkansas.

“The University of Arkansas School of 
Law is prestigious within the state and I have 
always enjoyed Fayetteville,” he said.  “It’s a 
very good school that is affordable.  I knew if 
I attended the school I could start building a 
network of professional colleagues that would 
help me find a job and build a career within 
the state.”

Buchman is in his element in law school, 
building his network of contacts, and explor-
ing his options.  He participated in the 
Federal Practice Clinic taught by professor 
Tim Tarvin and thrived while interviewing 
clients, gathering documents, and preparing 
the filings necessary to appear before the bank-
ruptcy court.  He liked the work so much he 
is enrolled in the school’s bankruptcy course 
being taught this fall by the Hon. Richard 
Taylor of the United States Bankruptcy Court 
for the Eastern and Western Districts of 
Arkansas. Buchman said he is interested in 
pursuing a clerkship in a bankruptcy court 
upon graduation, and he has been selected for 
a spring semester externship with Ben Barry, 
chief judge for the court of his bankruptcy 
professor. 

As is true of most law students, Buchman 

is interested in many facets of the cur-
riculum and especially enjoyed Conflict of 
Laws taught by professor Alan Trammell, 
First Amendment taught by professor Mark 
Killenbeck, and the business law courses 
taught by professor Sharon Foster. She is his 
favorite professor thus far because her research 
focus overlaps with his interest in finance and 
economics and because she is clear about 
what she believes is important.

Buchman is quick to acknowledge the 
generosity of the Arkansas bench and bar 
in fostering the professional development of 
law students at the school.  Buchman works 
with lawyers as a part time juvenile law clerk 
for the Office of the Washington County 
Prosecuting Attorney. 

“I learn so much from the lawyers I work 
with on a daily basis as we work through 
the cases that come through the office. I 
often attend court with the lawyers and 
have the opportunity to watch Judge Stacey 
Zimmerman as she presides over cases.  The 
experience is invaluable. I am fortunate to 
have the opportunity to know these people.”

So how does an education in philosophy 
and participation in the Mongol Rally pre-
pare someone for success in law school and 
ultimately the legal profession? 

“My bachelor and master’s degrees both 
helped me become a better writer, but, more 
importantly, they strengthened my logical 
and practical analysis skills,” Buchman said.  

As for the Mongol Rally, the journey 
helped Buchman appreciate Arkansas and 
solidify his desire to live and work in the 
state.  It also taught him that it may not be 
wise to trust everyone, “but it doesn’t hurt to 
put yourself out there a little bit every now 
and again.”
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