
Jacob Wickliffe, a third-year student at Bowen and a 
first-generation law student, always wanted to go to law 
school. With its location close to home, emphasis in public 
service, and affordable tuition, he knew Bowen was the 
best place for him. 

Jacob is a North Little Rock native. His mother volun-
teers in the parochial school district, and his father is a 
graphic artist. His twin brother is the Assistant Director 
of Campus Visits at the University of Central Arkansas 
(UCA). 

Jacob earned his undergraduate degree from UCA in 
Business Management with an emphasis in supply chain 
management.  “But I knew a career in logistics and ship-
ping wasn’t a perfect career fit.” 

During his time at UCA, he’d also worked in the 
Student Life Office and as a co-director of the Student 

Orientation Staff in the Office of Orientation.  And, for the 
last ten years, Jacob has enjoyed working at American Pie 
Pizza in Maumelle with his twin brother, where they have a 
pizza named after them--the Wickliffe Twin Creation.

He was considering a graduate degree in higher education, 
but law school was still his dream.  “I wanted to make an 
impact in the community, and a legal career would allow me 

to do that. I knew if I didn’t go, I’d regret it in 20 years.” 
Jacob’s making the most of his time at Bowen. He’s clerked at the Arkansas Attorney 

General’s office (where he worked in the Civil Department) and the Monterrey Law Firm. Currently he’s 
working at the Arkansas Municipal League, where he’s focusing on civil litigation. “I’m drafting pleadings and 
motions, and I’m hoping to be able to go to court and see a few cases to the end.” 

He also works part-time in the Student Affairs Office with Assistant Dean Rejena Grotjohn. “Given my expe-
rience in student affairs during undergrad, the position is a good fit; and it’s fun to see how undergraduate edu-
cation and law school dovetail but are still different. I like the supportive nature of the Bowen community. From 
day one through graduation and then through the bar exam. It’s a very welcoming and accepting environment.” 

His favorite law school class so far has been Dean Beiner’s Civil Procedure I and II.  “I loved how interesting 
she made the topic.” 

He also asked Dean Beiner to be his advisor in writing his law review note: Civil Rights—Sex Discrimination 
In Education—The Three Foundational Pillars Of Fraternities And Sororities And The Influence Of Title 
IX, Title VII, And The Equal Protection Clause On The Future Of Transgender Individuals In Fraternal 
Organizations. The note will be published in the fall. 

Jacob’s keeping an open mind about his plans after law school, but he has an “itch to practice criminal law.” 
His clerkship with the Monterrey Law Firm also helped him see how immigration law and criminal defense can 
work together in a practice.  Then again, he says he might like to pursue law school administration or teaching. 

Regardless of his future plans, Jacob would choose law school again in a minute. “I can’t think of anything 
I’d rather do.” 
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