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Mirella Gallardo is in the middle of her 2L year at Bowen. She moved to Little Rock 
from Saltillo, Mississippi, after finishing her undergraduate degree at the University of 
Mississippi. 

“I have wanted to be a lawyer since I was 12. I found civics and government so interest-
ing,” Mirella said. “But in my senior year of high school, I began researching requirements 
for law school, and the hurdles were intimidating. I went into college thinking law school 
wasn’t for me.” 

Mirella, whose family moved from Mexico to Virginia and then to Mississippi, is a 
first-generation college student. Her parents and two younger siblings are still in Saltillo. 

While Mirella began college thinking law school wasn’t for her, it wasn’t a dream easily set 
aside. As her college graduation drew closer, she realized law was still her career goal. 

“My mother became a U.S. citizen three years ago,” Mirella said. “I went to the cere-
mony and saw so many different people, from multiple nationalities, who wanted to be 
American citizens and had worked hard for that achievement. It motivated me.” 

When Mirella began applying to law schools, she started with Ole Miss. She knew she 
wanted to stay in the south to be close to her family, but she had a choice. She could stay in 
Mississippi, an hour away from her family, or she could take a leap and be at a law school in 
a capital city. 

She visited Bowen and was impressed with its diversity, the Hispanic Law Students Asso-
ciation (“HLSA”), and the school’s public service values. “Everyone was nice and made me 
feel comfortable.” 

So, without knowing anyone in Little Rock, Mirella took a leap of faith and enrolled at 
Bowen. 

As with all 1L students, her nerves crept in. “The first day of classes, students were asking 
questions and using unfamiliar terms and I thought ‘will everyone know things I don’t?’ It 
was a little disconcerting,” Mirella said. “My student success team helped calm that worry. 
I’m here to learn. I don’t have to know everything already.” 

During her 1L year, she also worked part-time in the law school’s Admissions office, 
which helped her get to know more of her fellow students as well as Bowen’s staff. As part of 
her duties, Mirella gave tours to visiting students, becoming a familiar face for the 1Ls who 
arrived in 2019.  “I’m very quiet, so I like to push myself out of my comfort zone.” 

“The SWS keeps students 

informed and aware about 

stress management. We 

educate students that they 

aren’t the only ones going 

through this, that we should 

all help each other, and that 

we should develop healthy 

habits. Stress won’t end with 

law school.” 

2L, Vice President of Hispanic Law Students 
Association (HLSA) and Secretary of the 

Student Wellness Society (SWS)



She also attended a lot of organizational 
events to meet her fellow students. “Being 
involved—planning things and meeting new 
people—makes school more fun.”  

When it came time to become active in 
student organizations, Mirella chose Bowen’s 
HLSA chapter and the Student Wellness 
Society. This year, Mirella is vice president 
of HLSA and secretary of the Student Well-
ness Society (“SWS”). Her planning skills 
got a workout this semester when HLSA’s 
Scholarship Banquet and the SWS Leap 
Day Hike were on the same day. 

“Everyone in HLSA was helpful in 
getting prepared, and I initially thought 
doing the SWS hike that morning wouldn’t 
be a conflict,” she said. “However, my 
phone blew up on Saturday morning with 
last minute preparations, and I knew the 
banquet had to be my priority. But the SWS 
had organized a great event and everyone 
had fun, and the HLSA banquet was a 
success as well.” 

Despite that conflict, Mirella is staunchly 
committed to both organizations. 

“My first year, HLSA sponsored an immi-
gration information session that was really 
eye-opening,” she said. ‘I realized that, as a 
bilingual attorney, I can have a larger im-
pact. I couldn’t wait to be more involved.” 

The Student Wellness Society gives 
Mirella a more active outlet. “Law School 
is stressful. Everything is new; grades are 
unexpected,” she says. “The SWS keeps 
students informed and aware about stress 
management. We educate students that they 
aren’t the only ones going through this, that 
we should all help each other, and that we 
should develop healthy habits. Stress won’t 
end with law school.”  

If Mirella has time to get outside, she 
loves to walk and get fresh air and a fresh 
perspective. If she can’t get outside, she 
attends the fitness classes at Bowen. “I go 
to as many as I can. They’re so much fun,” 
she says. “They’re tough classes, but they 
aren’t intimidating. They require focus, and 
it gets my mind off studies for a bit because 
I’m concentrating on getting through the 
workout.” She’s formed her own commu-
nity with familiar class faces, including the 
fitness instructors, and she plans her atten-
dance as part of her class routine. “I’ll tell 
myself it’s my last class of the day, and I’m 
going because they’re expecting me.” 

In her law school studies, Mirella finds 
it difficult to choose a favorite professor. 
“They’re all so awesome, but a few stand 
out. Professor Silverstein is so caring and 
energetic, and Dean Cain is very dedicated. 
Professor Gustafson was so easy to talk to 
and calm—it was like talking to my mom.” 

Mirella’s favorite experience so far has 
been Dean Cain’s Criminal Procedure 
Pre-Trial class. “The cases were so interest-
ing, which made them easy to read,” she 
said. “I felt like it was something practical, 
and I liked his teaching style. He drilled us 
on rules and cases until he made it second 
nature. As I’ve moved into other classes, 
I’ve noticed how easily I can recall what I 
learned from Dean Cain.” 

Her studies have also given her a wider 
perspective. “Some people may assume that 
a bilingual law student is focused on immi-
gration law,” Mirella said. “But Hispanic 
people need lawyers for more than immigra-
tion and naturalization.” 

This summer she’ll get to expand on that 
perspective as she clerks at the Monterrey 

Law Firm. She’s also getting married this 
summer. Her fiancé is finishing his account-
ing studies in Virginia. 

“It will definitely be more eventful than 
last summer,” Mirella jokes. “Last summer 
was the first time since college that I wasn’t 
taking classes. Relaxing was weird.” 

When she isn’t studying, Mirella goes 
back to Saltillo to visit her family and keep 
up with her younger siblings. “My brother is 
in high school, and he has the same teachers 
I had. I can give him advice on how to 
navigate. My sister is younger. The last time 
I was home, I went to cheer her on in one of 
her soccer games.” 

Mirella also likes to read when she has 
time. She points to favorite authors Flan-
nery O’Connor and Edgar Allan Poe … 
and Agatha Christie, of course. What law 
student doesn’t love a good mystery? 

Her best mystery of all? What happens af-
ter graduation.  She’s considering staying in 
the Little Rock area, but the pull to return 
home is strong. 

“Don’t hold me to it.” 


