
On January 13, Katherine 
Hicks, or Katie as she is 
known to friends and family, 
began her final semester at 
the University of Arkansas. 
The Conway native is an 
exceptional student who 
loves to write. She will leave 
her mark on the universi-
ty, and the School of Law, 
through her leadership and 
dedication, much of which 
has been achieved through 
writing.  

Prior to entering the 
School of Law, Hicks earned 
a Bachelor of Arts, with hon-

ors, in English, from the J. William Fulbright College of Arts 
and Sciences, and she was recognized with an Arkansas Alumni 
Association Seniors of Significance Award in 2017.

“I have wanted to write a book—or many—since I was a little 
girl,” Hicks said. “When I was around five years old, I would lie on 
my stomach and ‘write books,’ but this meant that I was just copying 
Roald Dahl or Dr. Seuss and claiming them as my own. My parents 
always pretended to be awed!” 

The praise of her parents, a college professor and a lawyer, did 
the trick. She continued writing and found her own voice. She also 
writes to alleviate stress, “when I am stressed I sit down to write, and 
I feel better.” Law school has a reputation for being stressful. 

Writing poetry is a passion, and one of her prized possessions is 
a box of notebooks filled with poems. She has earmarked about 25 
poems for a book. And then, there is the novel. She is about 15 chap-
ters into a story about a group of women in a bridge club who are 
teaching a young woman to play the game while giving her pointers 
on womanhood. 

Hicks’ love of the written word dovetails nicely with studying law, 
and as an undergraduate, law school was always on the horizon. Her 
honors thesis was a study of the influence of social rhetoric on court 
opinions pertaining to women’s rights issues. Her father, a lawyer, is 
one of her heroes and has influenced her career path. She also had 
the opportunity to work for a criminal defense attorney for three 
summers, and she was sold. 

“I worked for an incredible lawyer in Little Rock named Patrick 
Benca. I saw how a lawyer can make a positive impact on a client’s 
world with reading, writing, creativity, and a little grit.” 

Hicks has excelled both academically and through student 
organizations. She has been active in the Women’s Law Student 
Association, Board of Advocates, and Student Bar Association, but 
her greatest success has been in legal writing. Her strength in legal 
research and writing as a 1L was recognized with the Judge Thomas 
F. Butt Legal Excellence Award. Then, she was tapped as the teach-
ing assistant for professor Danielle Weatherby’s section of the course 
last year and again this year. As a 2L, she was a staff editor for the 
Arkansas Law Review and then became the 2019-20 editor-in-chief, 
arguably the top writing honor at the school.    

“Katie’s leadership on the Arkansas Law Review has been invalu-
able,” said professor Alex Nunn, the 2019-20 faculty advisor. “I have 
no doubt that her substantial investment of time and energy into the 
journal will yield dividends for years to come. Quite simply, Katie is 
an exceptional editor-in-chief.”

The publication’s staff, along with the law school faculty and staff, 
have created the Arkansas Law Review Academy, a group of former 
members and friends of the journal who are tasked with fully fund-
ing its office and general operations. According to Hicks, one of the 
first purchases from the fund will be much-needed style guides. The 
staff is also organizing the first Arkansas Law Review Academy ban-
quet to be held in conjunction with the School of Law’s All Alumni 
Reunion Weekend April 3-4. All former members are encouraged 
to attend.

“Everything I thought would be easy is difficult, and what I 
thought would difficult is easy,” Hicks said about her tenure as 
editor-in-chief. “For example, I thought making the final edits to 
articles would be difficult. The team, however, is incredible. When 
I receive the articles for the final edit, they are almost perfect. The 
hardest part of the job is trying to figure out how to manage peers 
—how to keep everyone motivated, but make sure the work gets 
done—while leading with grace. The easiest part, though, is work-
ing alongside teammates who put in hours of unseen work, without 
complaining, day in and day out. They really make our publication 
shine.”

Hicks is excited to live and work in Arkansas after graduation. She 
has accepted a one-year clerkship with the Hon. Bobby E. Shepherd 
of the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit. Then, 
she plans to join the trial team at Wright Lindsey Jennings. 

“Arkansas is an incredible place to practice law, and it is home. I 
have attended the annual Arkansas Bar Association meetings for two 
years … and all of my interactions with the bench and bar have been 
warm, welcoming, and positive, which makes me excited to join 
them next year as a practicing lawyer myself.”  
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