
Texarkana, Texas-reared Jorge Rodriguez appreciates opportunity, 
and this hardworking 3L has firsthand knowledge of what is required 
to earn it. As an undergraduate he knew he wanted to be a lawyer 
and charted an efficient and effective course to achieving his goal—
taking advantage of academic programs at universities on both sides 
of the state line running through his hometown. He is family-orient-
ed and is mindful of the hard work and sacrifices that allowed him 
to be the first in his family to graduate from college and created his 
path to a legal career.  

“I saw what the other side looked like,” he said. “My mother 
worked hard for me to have the opportunity to study. I want to 
honor the sacrifices she made to get me where I am now.”

Rodriguez’s drive to honor his mother is apparent when talking 
with him about law school and his plans for the future. His family 
immigrated to the United States, from Mexico, when he was about 
four years old.  He was raised by a single mother who worked in 
restaurants to support the family. His older siblings did not have 
access to schools and universities, a fact that steels his determination 
and his feelings of responsibility to be a positive role model for the 
children of his extended family. 

After completing high school, Rodriguez earned a Bachelor of 
Science in business from Texas A&M University. He graduated 
magna cum laude in three years, a fast track that conserved assets. He 
is very proud to be an “Aggie” as is demonstrated by his class ring, 
an A&M tradition.  

After considering law school at Texas A&M and Baylor University, 
Rodriguez chose the University of Arkansas. He realized the School 

of Law offered an excellent education at an affordable price, and the 
idea of seeing what Arkansas had to offer was appealing.

Rodriguez has benefited from a well-rounded involvement in law 
school activities. He makes time to have fun, yet keeps his nose to 
the grindstone. As a 1L, he was the recipient of the Judge Thomas F. 
Butt Legal Excellence Awards in Legal Writing and Civil Procedure.  
Both honors, made possible by the generosity of the Washington 
County Bar Association, are presented to the top 1L students in each 
course. The same year, the Student Bar Association voted him as the 
most likely to be seen at a bar review. 

“I guess I am a little proud of that,” he said with a mischievous 
grin.  

Rodriguez and his wife, Meredith, also from Texarkana, enjoy 
exploring Fayetteville and the surrounding area in order to maintain 
balance in their lives. And he enjoys a good John Grisham novel as 
time permits. 

As a 2L, Rodriguez was selected as a staff editor for the Arkansas 
Law Review and authored “Dankruptcy: When the Green Runs Out 
Marijuana Debtors Have Few Options,” an article scheduled to 
appear in Vol. 72 of the journal later this month.  

“Jorge is intelligent, articulate and hard-working,” said professor 
Tim Tarvin, who served as his article advisor. “The great thing about 
working with him is that he’s a wonderful person. He is easy-going 
and collaborates well with others on team projects.”  

Rodriguez’s work as a staff editor resulted in his election as a 2019-
20 note and comment editor, a role that allows him to supervise 2L 
staff editors as they write their articles. He enjoys paying forward the 
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advice and encouragement he received.   
In April, Rodriguez was found hard at 

work in the dean’s office as “Dean for 
the Day.”He won the distinction by sub-
mitting the winning bid for the honor 
at the Student Bar Association’s Faculty 
Auction, an annual fundraiser for Legal Aid 
of Arkansas. Dean Rodriguez accompanied 
Dean Margaret Sova McCabe as she moved 
through the day’s schedule, which included 
an admissions meeting, an Arkansas Law 
Review meeting that included a discussion 
of the omnipresent question for deans of 
how to finance school priorities and a trip to 
Starbucks for coffee.

In his efficient and direct manner, 
Rodriguez has his last semester and imme-
diate future planned. He has been selected 
for a fulltime capstone externship with the 
Hon. Timothy L. Brooks of the U.S. District 
Court, Western District of Arkansas.  

“With Judge Brooks and his staff attor-
neys, Jorge will participate fully in the 
rigorous research and writing conducted in 
the judge’s chambers,” said Angie Doss, the 
school’s director of externships. “The extern-
ship was created to provide students with a 

realistic taste of fulltime work in a traditional 
or non-traditional practice of law.” 

After completing the externship and tak-
ing the bar exam, Rodriguez plans to remain 
in Arkansas and join Hardin Jesson and 
Terry PLC in Fort Smith. He plans to 
specialize in civil defense and transactional 
work, using the knowledge he gained as an 
undergraduate.  

Rodriguez likes the idea of remaining in 
Arkansas, not too far from Texarkana, in 
order to be close to his mother and extended 
family.  Arkansas is fortunate to have won 
this battle of the states. 

Rodriquez serving as 
Dean for the Day


