
Dear Fellow Member of the Arkansas Bar 
Association,

Practicing law in Arkansas these past 
decades, I have been challenged, rewarded, 
frustrated, and proud.

I have not ever, though, as an Arkansas 
lawyer felt alone. My friends and colleagues 
in the bar have invariably encouraged me 
and helped me to appreciate the very critical 
nature of the work we lawyers do to advance 
justice in our communities.

I am running for president of the 
Arkansas Bar Association because I want lawyers today and in the 
future to experience the support and feeling of comradery that have 
so positively contributed to my experience.

At its best, the Bar Association helps to promote the work of our 
profession, to educate the public about our societal contributions, 
and to advance the careers of our members.

Those are missions I am committed to furthering.
My wife Susan and I are the proud parents of two grown children, 

and they and their respective spouses have given us four wonderful 
grandchildren. My wife supported my attending law school a little 
later in life—support for which she has my undying gratitude—
and I am AV rated and of counsel at the Bassett Law Firm LLP in 
Fayetteville, where I’ve practiced 33 years.

I am a tenured delegate in the Association’s House of Delegates 
and previously served on the Board of Governors, the PAC Executive 
Committee and the 20/20 Commission. I also am a fellow in the 
Arkansas Bar Foundation.

In addition to my law practice and past work with the Arkansas 
Bar Association, I have served as president of the Washington 
County Bar Association, chaired the area United Way Campaign, 
sat on the Fayetteville Civil Service Commission, and am currently a 
member of the Arkansas Department of Corrections board.

But if you can’t tell: I am proud to be an Arkansas lawyer. I am 
honored to be a very small part of a collective, storied tradition of 
serving our clients and the public, and making a difference. 

The Arkansas Bar Association has played an important part in our 
shared tradition as lawyers, and it should continue to work toward 
making a meaningful contribution to the lives of all Arkansas lawyers. 

If you support my candidacy and I have the opportunity to serve as 
your Bar Association president, I will commit my term to making the 
Association matter to each of its members; to growing our member-
ship by making the Association’s support for lawyers indispensable; 
and, to enhancing our reputation outside our ranks, by sharing with 
the public all we do as lawyers to serve justice.

If you have questions for me, I encourage you to call me, or to 
email me at bchadick@bassettlawfirm.com.

I am grateful for your consideration of my candidacy, and for your 
support for our profession and the Arkansas Bar Association.

I am a solo practitioner in Fayetteville.  
I have a BSBA, MBA and JD from the 
University of Arkansas Fayetteville.  I am 
the first person in my family to graduate 
from college.  I am a United States Army 
Vietnam veteran. I have four children and 
five grandchildren. 

I have served our Arkansas Bar 
Association in numerous capacities and 
offices. This service has included YLS 
Executive Council, House of Delegates 
(Tenure), Executive Council and Board 

of Governors. I am now serving a third term on the Board of 
Governors. In addition, my service has included numerous 
Committees, Standing Committees and Task Forces. I have 
chaired the PAC Executive Committee and the Legislation 
Committee. I now chair the Re-Districting Task Force and the 
Practice Closure Task Force. I hold the Golden Gavel Award 
for service as Chair of the Legislation Committee. In addition, I 
have received the Arkansas Bar Foundation Writing Award. I am 
a Benefactor of our Association and a Fellow of the Arkansas Bar 
Foundation

It has been my honor and privilege to serve in three cases as a 
Special Associate Justice on the Supreme Court of Arkansas. The 
Arkansas Supreme Court appointed me to the Arkansas Supreme 
Court Committee on Civil Practice where I now serve. I have 
been a member of Fayetteville city and community boards and 
commissions. 

A critical mission of our Association is service to our members, 
to advance the administration of justice and to improve the 
judicial and legal process. This is my vision for our Association. 
The past 40 years I have prepared to be President-Elect of 
your Arkansas Bar Association. I ask for your vote to become 
President-Elect of your Arkansas Bar Association.

TWO MEMBERS ANNOUNCE THEIR CANDIDACY FOR ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

Earl Buddy Chadick and Bob Estes have announced their candidacies for President-Elect of the Arkansas Bar Association. 
The deadline for filing was October 31, 2019. Association members will receive ballots either electronically or by mail no later 
than November 15, 2019. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes cast in the election becomes the President-Elect 
Designee, and succeeds to the office of President-Elect at the conclusion of the 2020 Annual Meeting. 

As  approved and recommended by the Board of Governors and House of Delegates, the governance restructure proposal, which  
includes incorporation as a non-profit, will be included on the ballot. The proposal includes the adoption of a revised, clear 
mission and merges the existing Board of Governors and House of Delegates into a single governing body made up of 60 trustees. 
The body will consist of 15 districts. District boundaries will be established every six years and the body will meet four times 
per year, including at the Annual Meeting. Members are encouraged to vote and submit their ballots by December 15, 2019.
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