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Nicole Schaum grew up 10 minutes from Princeton, New Jersey, and ended up in 
Arkansas for law school, with a few stops along the way. 

She started college as a Bakery Science major at Kansas State, but had to change 
directions in her junior year. 

“That degree was impossible once I had to switch to a gluten-free diet.” 
In her search for a new major, Nicole took a class on family and criminal law. That 

class sparked her interest in both sociology and criminal justice. It also gave her the 
opportunity to change universities. 

“My family had moved to North Carolina to build a house, and I soon followed,” 
she said. “I transferred to Appalachian State University so I could be close to them, pay 
in-state tuition, and live in the mountains.” 

Nicole’s connection to her family had a large impact on her decision to go to law 
school. 

“I’ve always had a passion for helping others, and my parents told me to speak up 
when I see a wrong.”  

She had seen first-hand how the law was negatively affecting the people she loved the 
most, and she saw the need for change. She believed obtaining her J.D. would give her 
the tools, connections, and opportunities to speak up for others, be heard, and make an 
impact. 

After graduating with a degree in sociology, with a minor in criminal justice, Nicole 
was accepted to law school at Bowen and at a law school in Rhode Island. She decided 
Bowen was a much better fit for her. 

“Not only is it a larger city, but they also offered me in-state tuition for my 1L year, 
until I could change my residency to Arkansas.” 

That lower debt load is important to Nicole because she’s pursuing a career in public 
interest law. 

During her 1L summer, she worked in Washington County with Arkansas 
Immigrant Defense, a non-profit legal services provider. 

“She believed obtaining 

her J.D. would give her the 

tools, connections, and 

opportunities to speak up for 

others, be heard, and make an 

impact.” 

From passionate baker 
to passionate advocate



“The cases I saw and the people I met 
had a big impact on me,” she said. “I 
loved working with them, and I’ve been 
improving my Spanish ever since.”

This past summer, she was the Fendler 
Fellow at Arkansas Access to Justice, 
where she worked on several projects 
including tracking expungement data, 
beginning work on a bench card related 
to judicial fairness and self-represented 
litigants, and working with Bowen 
Professor Emerita Lynn Foster collecting 
eviction data, which has been valuable 
during the pandemic. 

The evictions project was her favorite. 
“Which is weird, because I hated 
property,” Nicole joked. “However, I 
was able to apply my studies to real life 
situations and hopefully have an impact 
on people.” 

When you talk to Nicole, you can’t 
miss her passion for people. It’s also 
obvious from her choice of favorite classes 
as well as the organizations in which she 
participates. 

She is a founding member of Bowen’s 
new National Lawyers Guild (“NLG”) 
and serves as the Public Interest 
Fellowship Co-Chair. Nicole compiles 
information about fellowships across the 
country open for application and makes 
students aware of those opportunities. 
The NLG is working on a fundraising 
drive to sponsor a Bowen 1L or 2L 
student in one of those fellowships if they 
are accepted.  

Nicole wants to make that opportunity 

available to other students because of an 
experience during her 1L summer. 

Through her involvement in Bowen’s 
OutLaw Legal Society and QLaw 
Arkansas, she was accepted into the 
LGBT Bar Association’s LEAD Academy, 
which is designed to provide engaged 
LGBTQ+ and ally law students with the 
tools they need to create change in and 
through the legal profession. However, she 
paid out of pocket for that experience. 

“I want to make sure students 
with similar opportunities have some 
financial assistance so they can purse 
those opportunities,” she said. “Money 
shouldn’t get in the way of someone 
obtaining connections, internships, 
fellowships or a career in public interest 
law.”

Nicole spent a week in Philadelphia 
through this program. The Academy 
provided one day of education and 
networking opportunities with other 
students. The rest of the week she 
attended the LGBT Bar Association’s 
Lavender Law Conference. 

“That experience taught me that 
networking is so important for students,” 
Nicole said. “It doesn’t matter what your 
grades are and where you’re from, it’s who 
you know. I want other students at Bowen 
to have that opportunity.” 

This semester, Nicole is working with 
the ACLU of Arkansas as part of her 
Public Interest Externship Class. 

“I’m enjoying the work, but I’m 
also enjoying the class itself. The class 

conversations and readings are incredibly 
interesting.”  

That’s how she describes her experience 
at Bowen. When she’s asked about 
favorite instructors, she has a list of them. 
Other than her externship, her favorite 
classes have been Criminal Procedure and 
Contracts. 

“I grasped the concepts well, even 
though they’re completely opposite,” she 
said. “Even the instructors were totally 
opposite.” 

Nicole might have started her 
education as a baker, but her experiences 
at Bowen are mixing together her passions 
for justice and people to create an 
engaged new lawyer. She’s also becoming 
an Arkansan for more reasons than just 
tuition. 

“Arkansas is so different then the east 
coast,” she said. “Out there, everyone is 
in a rush and planning months ahead. 
Arkansas is much more laid-back.”

This summer, she could have worked 
remotely from her parents’ home, but 
she chose to stay here. She split her time 
between Little Rock and Northwest 
Arkansas, which might be a theme for her 
future. 

“I couldn’t imagine what my life would 
have been like if I’d went to law school in 
Rhode Island,” Nicole concludes. “I don’t 
know if I would have had the opportunities 
to pursue the interests I have in law and in 
my future legal career. I don’t know that I’d 
be as happy as I am.” 


