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When you meet Colby Harber, you come away with two impressions: he’s an 
incredibly nice guy, and he’s passionate about competition. 

Colby grew up in Salem, Arkansas – the Fulton County one. “There are two Salems 
in Arkansas. People always get confused, and I have to explain the difference—we have 
a stoplight.” 

From Salem, Colby relocated to Conway to attend UCA, where he was also a walk-
on football player for one year. If he wasn’t in class or on the field, he was watching 
sports. “My roommates and I had televisions in every room of our apartment, even the 
bathroom. We streamed ESPN constantly.” 

After graduating from UCA, Colby taught U.S. and Arkansas History in the 
Jacksonville/North Pulaski School District. While he loved teaching and his students, 
he knew he wanted more. 

“I needed a career where I could climb a ladder or where I could be more self-
directing and entrepreneurial to build my future,” he said. 

Colby knew law school would allow him those options, and Bowen was his primary 
choice for his degree. 

“I applied to a few other schools, but my wife and I were already in Little Rock,” he 
explained. “She had a job here. Bowen was the logical choice.” 

One fun fact: Colby’s former boss/principal is currently a law student in Bowen’s 
evening division. They will graduate at the same time. 

Colby arrived at law school thinking he would combine his education background 
with his interest in law. However, he’s developed more of an interest in corporate law 
and, more specifically, in employment and labor law. 

Colby found a way to combine his love of law and sports as a member of Bowen’s 
Sports & Entertainment Law Student Society (SELSS). During his 1L year, he was 
the sports director and was responsible for researching articles on sports and law for 
members and for bringing sports law speakers to Bowen. Two of those speakers fostered 
his interest in sports agency. 

“The nerves right before 

presenting your argument 

reminds me a lot of pregame 

jitters,” he said, “I like those 

nerves. But just like in sports, 

the nerves melt away when 

your argument starts to 

unfold. Honestly, I think it is 

the competition aspect that I 

enjoy so much.”

From football bear to legal eagle



During his 2L year, Colby was 
President of SELSS. That year, the group 
was able to combine all his interests 
when they conducted a sports equipment 
drive to benefit Washington Elementary 
School in Little Rock. Members of SELSS 
worked with the law school community 
and with Gill Ragon & Owen to collect 
sports equipment for Washington’s 
students to use on the playground 
during recess. They were able to donate 
everything from softballs to a portable 
volleyball net. 

Now in his 3L year, Colby has gained 
a wide variety of experience through 
clerking and externing. He’s worked 
in the human resources department at 
Blue Cross Blue Shield and in the civil 
division at the Office of the Arkansas 
Attorney General. He’s also clerked 
more traditionally at Cross, Gunter, 
Witherspoon & Galchus and Gill Ragon 
& Owen. This semester, he’s completing 
an externship at UAMS in the general 
counsel’s office.  

“I really enjoy working in employment-
related areas because the dynamic 
between the two sides, the give and 
take, is something that I think is very 
fascinating.”

This past pandemic summer didn’t 
slow him down much. Colby and his 
wife, Leslie Manchester, married this past 
July. He also hosted a Facebook broadcast 
during which he interviewed people from 
his home town and from UCA. It was a 
chance to catch up with people who he 

and his friends had lost track of and to 
hear about what they had accomplished. 
He stopped production once the fall 
semester started.  

He has also produced and hosted a 
sports podcast that covered all sports, but 
specifically Razorback athletics. 

In addition to his work and his studies, 
Colby is on Bowen’s Moot Court Team. 
He’s enjoying the experience because 
he likes formulating and presenting his 
arguments. 

“The nerves right before presenting 
your argument reminds me a lot of 
pregame jitters,” he said, “I like those 
nerves. But just like in sports, the nerves 
melt away when your argument starts 
to unfold. Honestly, I think it is the 
competition aspect that I enjoy so much.”

As Colby thinks back over his time at 
Bowen, two of his professors have made a 
large impact. 

Professor andré cummings is one of 
the faculty advisors for SELSS.  Before 
his academic career, professor cummings 
worked in transactional law and counted 
professional athletes among his clients. It’s 
a model Colby would like to follow.  

“My dream is to be involved in sports,” 
he said. “However, I know that can be 
a limited practice so I’ll need a wider 
practice base to be successful.” 

The other influential professor is 
Lindsey Gustafson, Bowen’s associate dean 
for academic affairs. “She’s been a big help 
on so many things, especially as I move 
toward graduation.” 

In his spare time, when he is not 
working on school work or watching 
sports, Colby likes to spend time with his 
wife and their two dogs, Cooper and Lola.

As for after graduation, Colby is leaving 
his options open. There’s a world of 
opportunities out there for a young lawyer 
who has gone from the gridiron, to the 
classroom, to the world-wide web. 

 

Page 2 of 2


