




2016 ARKANSAS HIGH SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION 
CASE OVERVIEW: STATE OF ARKANSAS V. DAKOTA SUNFLOWER 

 
On behalf of the Arkansas High School Mock Trial Committee, we welcome your participation in 
the 2016 Mock Trial competition. This year’s criminal case centers on a controversial vote to allow 
a pipeline into a local community. The defendant, a high school civics teacher, is charged with 
bribery in an attempt to influence the vote and unlawful use of public resources to attempt to 
influence an election. 
 
Students –You will experience what it is like to prepare for and present a case before a judge. 
Working with your team and coaches, you will learn to evaluate information and respond quickly. 
As you prepare, you will sharpen public speaking and presentation skills. The greatest benefit is 
the opportunity to learn how the legal system works. By studying and understanding courtroom 
procedure, you should become more comfortable with federal and state laws as part of the legal 
system. Your interaction with some of Arkansas’s finest attorneys and judges will give you a 
glimpse of the different interpretations of trial procedure and different approaches of individual 
members in the legal arena. 
 
Teacher Coach, Attorney Coach, or Judge – We strongly encourage you to focus on the goal of 
participation, rather than stressing competition, while preparing your students. Your contributions 
of time and talent are making many experiential educational opportunities available annually to 
many Arkansas students. Your participation is an essential key element to the success of this 
program. You can be proud of the impact you have made on the lives of these students. 
 
The Mock Trial Committee would like to acknowledge: 
 

• The Nebraska High School Mock Trial Committee, the original authors of the case for the 
2016 Arkansas High School Mock Trial Competition; 

• The Mock Trial Case Selection Subcommittee (Anthony McMullen (chair), Adrienne 
Griffis, Floyd Healy, Michael Heister, Lee Lowther, Barrett Moore, and Jerald Sharum); 
and 

• The teachers and attorneys who volunteer their time to prepare the students for competition. 



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAGON WHEEL COUNTY, ARKANSAS 
CRIMINAL DIVISION 

 
STATE OF ARKANSAS             PROSECUTION 
 
v.     CASE NO. 60CR-14-01 
 
DAKOTA SUNFLOWER                  DEFENDANT 
 
 

CRIMINAL INFORMATION 
 
 I, Prosecuting Attorney, 25th Judicial District, in the name, by the authority, and on behalf 

of the State of Arkansas, Wagon Wheel County, charges the defendant, DAKOTA SUNFLOWER, 

with the crime of violating Arkansas Code Annotated § 7-1-103(a)(3); Arkansas Code Annotated 

§ 7-1-104(a)(4); and Arkansas Code Annotated § 7-1-104(a)(5), committed as follows, to wit: said 

defendant, in Wagon Wheel County, on or about Tuesday, May 6, 2014, did, by bribery, attempt 

to influence any voter of this state in voting, or did use any threat to procure any voter to vote 

contrary to the inclination of said voter, to wit: JOE/JO DAVIS; and did use or authorize the use 

of a public resource for the purpose of the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question, to 

wit: an Apple Blossom High School bus to transport students to vote and defeat the pipeline 

infrastructure bond issue on the ballot, contrary to the form of the Statutes in such cases made and 

provided, all against the peace and dignity of the State of Arkansas. 

I swear, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing representations are true.     

 
 /s/ Prosecuting Attorney 
 

 



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAGON WHEEL COUNTY, ARKANSAS 
CRIMINAL DIVISION 

 
STATE OF ARKANSAS             PROSECUTION 
 
v.     CASE NO. 60CR-14-01 
 
DAKOTA SUNFLOWER                  DEFENDANT 
 
 

PRETRIAL HEARING ORDER 
 

1. Trial Setting: All pretrial issues have been resolved, and this case is ready for 

trial. This case is hereby set for trial on March 4-5, 2016.  

2. Stipulations: The parties stipulate to the following. No witness may contradict 

knowledge of the facts contained in the stipulations. 

a. No jurisdiction or venue issues exist in this case. 

b. All exhibits and signatures are authentic and accurate. No party may challenge the 

authenticity of any exhibit or signature. However, this does not constitute a waiver 

as to the admissibility of any exhibit. 

c. The case is to be tried before a jury on the issue of guilt only. If the defendant is 

found guilty, sentence will be determined at a separate hearing on another date. 

d. All standard procedures were followed in this investigation. There are no objections 

as to the chain of custody for any of the evidence. 

e. The Jury Instructions are accurate in all respects; no objections to these instructions 

shall be entertained. 

f. The question of whether bonds should be issued to pay for pipeline infrastructure 

was properly published on the May 6, 2014 ballot in Wagon Wheel County. 

g. Each party is required to accept these stipulated facts as true for purposes of this 



trial. Stipulated facts may be argued to the fact finder. 

3. Witnesses: The designated witnesses, and only these witnesses, may be called at 

trial. They may only be called by the party sponsoring their testimony, but they may be called in 

any order. 

a. Witnesses for the Prosecution    

i. Jesse/Jessie James     

ii. Joe/Jo Davis      

iii. Ray/Rae Castle     

b. Witnesses for the Defense 

i. Dakota Sunflower 

ii. Alary Hanswurst 

iii. Don/Dawn Truba 

4. Exhibits: Both parties have collectively identified the following exhibits, which 

have been pre-marked and which may be offered into evidence by either party: 

a. Exhibit 1: Email exchange among Dakota Sunflower, Don/Dawn Truba, and 

Jesse/Jessie James 

b. Exhibit 2: Pro/Con Picture taken on Joe/Jo Davis’s phone in class 

c. Exhibit 3:  Historical Voter Data 

d. Exhibit 4: Class Syllabus 

e. Exhibit 5: Class Lesson Plan 

IT IS SO ORDERED, this 22nd day of October, 2015. 

/s/ Honorable Judge 



Applicable Law 
 

(Note: While these statutes are based on provisions found in the Arkansas Code, they may have 
been modified for the purposes of the 2016 Arkansas High School Mock Trial Competition. These 
statutes should not be relied upon for any purpose other than for use in the 2016 competition.) 

Ark. Code Ann. § 7-1-104(a)(4)—(5), (b)(1). Miscellaneous Felonies—Penalties.  

 (a)(4)  It shall be unlawful for any person to offer, accept, receive, or pay any person any 
money, goods, wares, or merchandise for the purposes of influencing his or her 
vote during the progress of any election in this state. 

 (a)(5)  It shall be unlawful for any person to make any threat or attempt to intimidate any 
elector or the family, business, or profession of the elector. 

 (b)(1) Any person convicted of a felony as defined in this section shall be guilty of a Class 
D felony. 

Ark. Code Ann. § 7-1-103(a)(3), (b)(1). Miscellaneous Misdemeanor Offenses—Penalties.  

 (a)(3)  It shall be unlawful for all public officials, public employees, and public 
appointees, to use any office or room furnished at public expense to distribute any 
letters, circulars, or other campaign materials unless such office or room is 
regularly used by members of the public for such purposes without regard to public 
affiliation. It shall further be unlawful for any public officials, public employees, 
and public appointees, to use for campaign purposes any item of personal property 
provided with public funds. 

 (b)(1) The violation of any provision of this section shall be a Class A misdemeanor.   



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAGON WHEEL COUNTY, ARKANSAS 
CRIMINAL DIVISION 

 
STATE OF ARKANSAS             PROSECUTION 
 
v.     CASE NO. 60CR-14-01 
 
DAKOTA SUNFLOWER                  DEFENDANT 
 
 

JURY INSTRUCTIONS 
 

The faithful performance of your duties as jurors is essential to the administration of justice.  

It is my duty as judge to inform you of the law applicable to this case by instructions, and 
it is your duty to accept and follow them as a whole, not singling out one instruction to the 
exclusion of others. You should not consider any rule of law with which you may be familiar 
unless it is included in my instructions.  

It is your duty to determine the facts from the evidence produced in this trial. You are to 
apply the law as contained in these instructions to the facts and render your verdict upon the 
evidence and law. You should not permit sympathy, prejudice, or like or dislike of any party to 
this action or of any attorney to influence your findings in this case.  

In deciding the issues you should consider the testimony of the witnesses and the exhibits 
received in evidence. The introduction of evidence in court is governed by law. You should accept 
without question my rulings as to the admissibility or rejection of evidence, drawing no inferences 
that by these rulings I have in any manner indicated my views on the merits of the case.  

Opening statements, remarks during the trial, and closing arguments of the attorneys are 
not evidence but are made only to help you in understanding the evidence and applicable law. Any 
argument, statements, or remarks of attorneys having no basis in the evidence should be 
disregarded by you.  

I have not intended by anything I have said or done, or by any questions that I may have 
asked, to intimate or suggest what you should find to be the facts, or that I believe or disbelieve 
any witness who testified. If anything that I have done or said has seemed to so indicate, you will 
disregard it.  

In considering the evidence in this case you are not required to set aside your common 
knowledge, but you have a right to consider all the evidence in the light of your own observations 
and experiences in the affairs of life.  

You are the sole judges of the weight of the evidence and the credibility of the witnesses. 
In determining the credibility of any witness and the weight to be given his or her testimony, you 
may take into consideration his or her demeanor while on the witness stand, any prejudice for or 
against a party, his or her means of acquiring knowledge concerning any matter to which he or she 



testified, any interest he or she may have in the outcome of the case, the consistency or 
inconsistency of his or her testimony, its reasonableness or unreasonableness, and any other fact 
or circumstance tending to shed light upon the truth or falsity of his or her testimony.  

A fact in dispute may be proved by circumstantial evidence as well as by direct evidence. 
A fact is established by direct evidence when, for example, it is proved by witnesses who testified 
to what they saw, heard, or experienced. A fact is established by circumstantial evidence when its 
existence can reasonably be inferred from other facts proved in the case. However, circumstantial 
evidence must be consistent with the guilt of the defendant and inconsistent with any other 
reasonable conclusion.  

The State must prove beyond a reasonable doubt each element of the offense charged. On 
the other hand, the defendant is not required to prove his innocence.  

The filing of a criminal information is merely the means by which a person is brought to 
trial. It is not evidence and is not to be considered by you in determining the guilt or innocence of 
Dakota Sunflower.  

There is a presumption of the defendant’s innocence in a criminal prosecution. In this case 
Dakota Sunflower is presumed to be innocent. That presumption of innocence attends and protects 
him throughout the trial and should continue and prevail in your minds until you are convinced of 
his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. Reasonable doubt is not a mere possible or imaginary doubt. 
It is a doubt that arises from your consideration of the evidence and one that would cause a careful 
person to pause and hesitate in the graver transactions of life. A juror is satisfied beyond a 
reasonable doubt if after an impartial consideration of the all the evidence he or she has an abiding 
conviction of the truth of the charge.  

If you find that the defendant is a person of good character, you may take that fact into 
consideration in determining his or her guilt or innocence, but if you believe from all the evidence 
in the case beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty, you should so find, 
notwithstanding his or her good character.  

Dakota Sunflower is charged with unlawful influence of a voter and unlawful use of public 
property.   

Dakota Sunflower has unlawfully influenced a voter if Sunflower offered, accepted, 
received, or paid Joe/Jo Davis any money, goods, wares, or merchandise for the purpose of 
influencing his or her vote or if Dakota Sunflower threatened or attempted to intimidate Joe/Jo 
Davis in connection with his or her vote. 

Dakota Sunflower has unlawfully used public property if he was a public employee that 
used any item of personal property provided with public funds for campaign purposes. 

In your deliberations the subject of punishment is not to be discussed by you. If you return 
a verdict of guilty, the matter of punishment will be addressed in a separate proceeding. 

The jury will now retire to the jury room to deliberate.



Statement of Jesse/Jessie James 
My name is Jesse/Jessie James. No relation to the famous outlaw. However, I understand 1 

the outlaw Jesse James did inquire about buying a small acreage in our county many years ago. I 2 
own a small hardware store in Apple Blossom, Arkansas. I am also the President of the local 3 
Chamber of Commerce. 4 

 5 
I’ve been married to my sweetheart for 21 years and we have three children. My son Alex 6 

is 14 and very involved in soccer. My twin daughters are 11 and named Barb and Bailey. They 7 
love tennis and their idols are Venus and Serena Williams. We live on a quiet street near Deerfield 8 
Park, which has a pond close to our house. Our address is 2601 Winthrop Road. We also have two 9 
Cocker Spaniels, Calvin and Captain, and a very standoffish Siamese cat named Toby. 10 

 11 
Well, enough of that. Apple Blossom is located in Wagon Wheel County, Arkansas. The 12 

total population of the entire county is 2,789. At one time, we had a population of nearly 15,000. 13 
However, after the paint factory closed in 1978, we have been steadily losing population. We used 14 
to have a Ford Dealership, a John Deere Dealership, a Pontiac Dealership, a Chevy Dealership, 15 
four grocery stores, a bowling alley, four restaurants, and four bars. Now we just have one grocery 16 
store, three bars, and a mechanic who works out of his garage. Some of the characters at the local 17 
coffee shop call us “the Detroit of the South.” 18 

 19 
I came back to Wagon Wheel County right after my tour of duty in the service. I was in 20 

Operation Desert Storm. I was in intelligence and saw my share of action. I was glad to get back 21 
home. When I came back, I had a vision for Wagon Wheel County. I believe that if we all pull 22 
together, we can turn things around. When, in the fall of 2011, I heard about the Great Plains 23 
pipeline I thought, “This is the break that we need.” I have devoted myself to this project ever 24 
since. 25 

 26 
That’s why, when Dakota Sunflower asked me to speak to his/her social studies class, I 27 

jumped at the opportunity. However, only after I started my presentation did I figure out that it 28 
was a set-up. I had just started my PowerPoint when Sunflower interrupted me and started asking 29 
me question after question.  Each of these questions had an edge to it and seemed to attack me 30 
personally. Sunflower wanted to know how much money I had been paid to “spread this 31 
propaganda.” S/he asked me if I cared nothing for the environment. When I tried to explain that 32 
this project would bring jobs and prosperity to Wagon Wheel County, Sunflower sneered, “What  33 
good are jobs if you have destroyed the place where you live?” 34 

 35 
To make matters worse, one of Sunflower’s students, Alary Hanswurst, started in on me, 36 

too. Hanswurst wanted to know why I was wasting the students’ time with my false promises and 37 
lies. Sunflower did nothing to correct Hanswurst and, in fact, told Hanswurst “good job!” 38 

 39 
I stopped my presentation and left. I then went and complained to the school principal, 40 

Don/Dawn Truba. Truba did listen to me, but when I was done, s/he said that Sunflower was just 41 
trying to motivate the students to get involved and that this was probably some misunderstanding. 42 
Sunflower did send me an apology via email. But what a back-handed apology that was! 43 

 44 



I should have known that Truba wouldn’t do anything. A few years back, when we tried to 45 
get a lawn-ornament factory started in the County (Wagon Wheel County is one of the only two 46 
locations in the world with the right type of clay to make lawn ornaments), Truba actually said to 47 
me, “You don’t want to bring in a factory here. Then we’ll have outsiders moving into our town.”  48 
I could not believe it. How did this person get to be a school administrator with an attitude like 49 
that? 50 

 51 
I later heard that Sunflower was requiring any of his/her students old enough to register 52 

and vote. Given my treatment during his/her class, I became concerned that Sunflower was 53 
mobilizing a block of votes to defeat the county’s vote for approval of the pipeline project. 54 

 55 
My fears were realized on May 6, 2014, when I saw Sunflower pull up to the polls with a 56 

bus load of students to vote, and the bond issue was defeated by a very narrow margin. I 57 
immediately complained to the authorities. 58 

 59 
Yes, I stood to gain if the project went through, but why is that a bad thing?  When I make 60 

money, I pay taxes. Those taxes pay Sunflower’s salary. If no one makes money, there are no taxes 61 
paid, and Sunflower is out of a job. 62 

 
I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief 
and knowledge.  

 
      

Signed, 
 

      ______/S/____________________________ 
      Jesse/Jessie James 
 
SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. 
On the day of this round of the 2016 Arkansas Mock Trial Competition. 
 
__________/S/______________________ 
Henry McDonald, Notary Public 
State of Arkansas 
My Commission Expires: 05/01/2017    
 



Statement of Joe/Jo Davis 
My name is Joe/Jo Davis. I live at Finn Fairacres, Apartment 205, and my address is 824 1 

N. 10th Street. My roommate, Drew, is from Hyannis and grew up on a farm in eastern Arkansas. 2 
I went out to Drew’s family farm and went cow tipping. Oh, I do have a German Shepherd named 3 
Bubba. Unfortunately, no pets are allowed at Fairacres, so Bubba hangs out with Mom and Dad. 4 

 5 
Right now, I am going to Apple Blossom Community College and also working part-time 6 

for my family’s business. But next spring semester I might go to University of Arkansas. Just 7 
getting my basic credits at the community college. Plus it lets me be more flexible so I can work 8 
like 30 or 35 hours a week at our family business, Cottonwood One-Stop, which is 7.5 miles from 9 
Apple Blossom. It’s a gas station and convenience store just on the edge of Cottonwood, at the 10 
intersection of Highway 31 and Highway 94. Cottonwood is the biggest town in the county. We’ve 11 
got a population of about 1,507. 12 

 13 
I work the counter, run the gas pump controls—we’ve got eight gasoline pumps and two 14 

diesel—make pizzas with my Mom, and clean the bathrooms (don’t worry, I wash like a demon 15 
before going back to the kitchen). We like to keep the place clean—customers remember that stuff 16 
and will pick their travel stops for that reason. Seriously. 17 

 18 
We have a lunch counter with barstools and quite a bit of take-out business for the pizzas.  19 

The One-Stop is kind of a community hangout. The coffee-to-go crowd early in the morning, 20 
retired folks later in the morning for rolls and coffee, junior high and high school kids in the 21 
afternoon for pizza and soda, and just about anyone later at night. 22 

 23 
We’re hoping some business will come our way if this whole pipeline thing goes through 24 

– it would run just a few miles west of us, and those contractors are going to need gas or diesel 25 
and something to eat. Plus we sell beer and move quite a bit of it. You may already know this, but 26 
the profit in gas stations isn’t in the gas at all. It’s the beer, soda, candy bars, etc. So this pipeline 27 
might work out really nicely for us. 28 

 29 
So I might stick with the community college and get an associate’s degree in business 30 

management. My parents tell me that if I can learn to run the One-Stop, I can run any kind of retail 31 
operation. I’ve also thought about becoming a doctor and doing that Doctors Without Borders 32 
thing. I saw something about it on this TV show and it seems super cool. I also play guitar. 33 

 34 
Anyway, it’s kind of funny that this whole thing is about that pipeline issue. I was a senior 35 

two years ago at Apple Blossom High School, and I had Sunflower for social studies. Sunflower 36 
isn’t the worst teacher ever, I guess. I mean, s/he did kind of make you think, but sometimes s/he 37 
was just too heavy-handed about stuff. S/he was always saying that it was important to see both 38 
sides of an issue, and have someone play devil’s advocate to push you to see things another way. 39 
S/he was always saying, “Don’t just think about the issue simplistically; consider all the 40 
complexities and repercussions of a decision.” But it sure seemed like s/he wanted us to see some 41 
things only one way. 42 

 43 
From the beginning of class, Sunflower would tell us that a major part of our grade would 44 

be demonstrating that we were “engaged citizens.” I’m still not really sure what that means, except 45 



that it seemed like s/he thought we’d be better people if we spent every day reading three 46 
newspapers and listening to news on that radio station that also has the classical music and spent 47 
our evenings debating public issues with everyone we know. I guess I get that, but when do you 48 
have time for that? I’m pretty busy just going to school, working at the One-Stop while other 49 
people chew the fat so that I can buy gas (no, I don't get it free), pay my rent, buy clothes and food, 50 
and try to get together with my friends to watch a movie or something on the weekends. 51 

 52 
At the beginning of the semester, Sunflower told us that those of us old enough to vote 53 

would need to prove we’d registered to vote to fulfill this “civic engagement” part of the grading. 54 
I turned 18 in February, so that meant me. I did register, in like March, and showed proof to 55 
Sunflower. S/he smiled and said something like the next step was voting in the way that was best 56 
for the public good. I didn’t really know what s/he was getting at and just said something like, 57 
“You know it.” I’ve found you can sometimes get out of situations by keeping things kind of 58 
general. It’s like people wind up hearing what they want to hear, y’know? 59 

 60 
We had probably four or five classes during that spring that focused on the pipeline issues.  61 

By the way, I never saw Principal Truba in our classroom during any of our classes about the 62 
pipeline. 63 

 64 
At first our class discussions were really cool – the pipeline proposal was in the news and 65 

it seemed like applying our school stuff to real life issues. That particular issue is a tough one; 66 
seems like it would create some good jobs around here, and those people would spend money with 67 
the local merchants, and it would be like a whole ripple effect deal. On the other hand, clean water 68 
is super important. Every summer we go canoeing on the Buffalo National River. Used to do it 69 
with my family; now it’s usually with some of my high school friends. But doing that reminds me 70 
how important it is to keep the water safe for the fish, birds, and animals that drink out of the rivers 71 
and streams. So I guess it’s a balance, right?  You have to let people do business to create jobs, 72 
and that's going to create some pollution. But you can't have so much that it endangers the habitat. 73 
It's tricky for sure. 74 

 75 
The first couple classes we had on the pipeline issues, the stuff Sunflower said seemed like 76 

an overview of the issues – more efficient energy delivery, potential jobs during construction, 77 
environmental risk, and how different sides of an issue will come up with different environmental 78 
studies. We talked about how there would be an issue on the ballot in May about allowing the 79 
pipeline to come through our county, and that it was super important that those of us who could 80 
vote think long and hard about how to vote on it. 81 

 82 
But by like the third or fourth time we talked about it, it was really clear what Sunflower 83 

thought. S/he would spent about 75 percent of the time talking about danger to the environment, 84 
how the studies the companies were doing weren’t honest – the term “hired guns” got used more 85 
than a few times – and how short term gain didn’t outweigh long term damage to the planet and 86 
specifically the aquifer. It’s funny, Sunflower would talk about greedy corporate interests, hired 87 
gun scientists, and “fat cat lobbyists,” but the one time a student said something about 88 
“environmental wackos,” Sunflower got really mad and told them not to use stereotypes like that 89 
and that it oversimplified complex issues. Um, ever heard that one about the pot calling the kettle 90 
black? I was telling my Dad about it and he said no way is that teacher so one-sided. Way, I said, 91 



and took a picture on my phone in class the next day to prove it. Exhibit 2 is the picture I took, 92 
showing a “Pro/Con” list Sunflower put up on the whiteboard. 93 

 94 
During one class I raised my hand and asked a question about whether the money people 95 

in the state would make from the project would like outweigh a small spill if it didn’t cause too 96 
much damage and could be cleaned up pretty quickly. Sunflower didn’t answer the question at all; 97 
just kind of laughed kind of sarcastically and asked me if I had been watching Fox News. I don’t 98 
watch Fox News—I prefer watching mixed martial arts films on Netflix—but that was the last 99 
time I raised my hand in that class.  Nothing good ever happened to me for speaking up in that 100 
class. There was that deal where I tried to ask a good question, and then of course I did get written 101 
up for whispering to the kid sitting next to me. Complete bull, but whatever. 102 

 103 
Sunflower also brought in speakers. We had three who were definitely anti-pipeline. The 104 

one from the Groundwater Foundation was really interesting. Talked about levels of chemicals 105 
that show up in fish who have been in polluted waters. For those anti-pipeline speakers, Sunflower 106 
was always nodding his/her head, and at the end saying things like, “Thank you for that thoughtful 107 
presentation.” 108 

 109 
It was in April, I think, that Mr./Mrs. James from the Chamber of Commerce came and 110 

spoke to us about the pipeline. That was the only pro-pipeline speaker we had. James also 111 
mentioned his/her military service and that was really cool. I admire people who are willing to put 112 
their lives on the line like that. S/he talked about stuff I’d heard my dad and some of our customers 113 
at the One-Stop talking about: the pipeline would bring some well-paying jobs for people in the 114 
trades who maybe hadn’t been working lately, and these pipelines are designed to standards that 115 
usually exceed the stress put on them in the real world.  I mean, nothing is 100 percent guaranteed 116 
not to fail. Look at the Titanic, right? But a lot of what James said made sense. And s/he was really 117 
friendly and really polite to us even though we were just a bunch of 17- and 18-year-olds. 118 
 119 

So when Sunflower started to ask a question, I figured it would be polite, too. Wow, I was 120 
wrong on that. Sunflower interrupted James and asked something about how James could possibly 121 
believe the environmental studies the energy company was citing. James tried to talk about 122 
differences in the different studies, but Sunflower kept interrupting him/her. James stayed pretty 123 
polite, but it couldn’t have been easy. By the end of class his/her face was kind of red and I kept 124 
expecting him/her to cut loose on Sunflower. But it didn’t happen. Not even when Sunflower said 125 
something about James knowing which side the bread was buttered on and rolling his/her eyes. 126 
None of us students asked any questions. Everyone looked freaked out. 127 

 128 
So the day before the election, Sunflower was wearing this t-shirt that said, “Windmills, 129 

not Oil Spills.” S/he said those of us who could vote would need to show him/her proof of having 130 
voted, like the “I voted today” sticker they give you. So we’d have to go face him/her right after 131 
we voted on the issue that was so important to him/her. Great. 132 

 133 
Sunflower also said we should be doing our last minute brushing up on the issues, and said 134 

something like, “Remember your vote on the pipeline issue will have repercussions.” 135 
 136 



Add it all up, and what do you get? Vote the way Sunflower wanted and you do well in 137 
class. Vote the other way and you’re taking social studies again in summer school to get your 138 
diploma. It was really uncomfortable and kind of made my stomach hurt.  Voting is supposed to 139 
be private, right? Now this freakazoid teacher is trying to get us to vote his/her way and implying 140 
bad stuff will happen if we don’t. It kind of made me scared, to tell the truth – I didn’t want to go 141 
back to social studies class ever again. And it also made me a little mad that a teacher was misusing 142 
authority. It’s not Sunflower’s school, after all. My parents and everybody’s parents pay the taxes 143 
that pay Sunflower’s salary. 144 

 145 
So that night I asked my dad what to do. He’s pretty conservative and definitely pro-146 

pipeline. But he’s also pretty practical. He looked at me over his dinner fork and said, “Joe/Jo, you 147 
vote the way you see it, and then tell that teacher whatever you need to say to get a decent grade. 148 
You don’t owe that teacher anything when it’s him/her that put you in this spot to begin with.” 149 

 150 
So, on that Tuesday I went to the courthouse and voted. I drove myself in my 1977 Ford 151 

Ranchero. It has 213,000 miles on it -- now there's some conservation for you. Maybe people 152 
should conserve their old cars instead of buying those stupid new electric cars.  Anyway, I barely 153 
got the Ranchero going to get down to the courthouse; it has some alternator issues and doesn't 154 
always want to go. I drove myself instead of riding in the school bus Sunflower was driving.   155 
Didn’t even know about the bus, honestly. No one told me about it, and I don't remember seeing 156 
any sign-up sheet or anything for it. I wouldn't have wanted to ride with Sunflower anyway. 157 
Probably would have had to listen to more about voting against the pipeline bond issue the whole 158 
way there. 159 

 160 
Walking down the courthouse steps after voting I ran into Ray/Rae Castle who asked me 161 

how my first voting experience went. And s/he asked me something about the whole civic 162 
involvement thing for class. So I said something that probably made him/her think I was anti-163 
pipeline and kept moving. It was a little weird, though truthfully Ray/Rae is pretty cool. It was just 164 
that the whole thing with Sunflower probably made me a little paranoid about this election thing. 165 

 166 
So then I forced myself to stop and see Sunflower. It was really easy: s/he was standing on 167 

the courthouse front lawn, holding a clipboard and wearing that same Windmill/Oil Spill t-shirt, 168 
talking with students as they came out the front entrance. 169 

 170 
S/he looked at my sticker, wrote something down on a sheet and said, “Hope you voted for 171 

your future” or something dorky like that. By then I’d really had enough of it, and didn’t care much 172 
what grade I got. But I remembered what my dad said, and just said something like, “No worries 173 
– you know me” and got out of there. I wound up getting a B-plus in social studies. 174 

 175 
Oh, wondering how I really voted? That’s between me and the ballot box, my friend. One 176 

thing I learned through this whole deal is this: people should mind their own dang business.   177 
Sunflower could stand to learn that lesson, too. 178 

 
I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief 
and knowledge.  

 



      
Signed, 
 

      ______/S/____________________________ 
      Joe/Jo Davis 
 
SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. 
On the day of this round of the 2016 Arkansas Mock Trial Competition. 
 
__________/S/______________________ 
Henry McDonald, Notary Public 
State of Arkansas 
My Commission Expires: 05/01/2017  



 

Statement of Ray/Rae Castle 
My name is Ray/Rae Castle. I live at 5479 County Road 63, just outside of Apple Blossom. 1 

I have two younger sisters who are freshmen. Additionally, I have an older brother who is attending 2 
University of Arkansas and majoring in Ag Economics. My parents are farmers, and our main crop 3 
is corn, although we do grow some wheat. I have a Border Collie named Felix and a Quarter Horse 4 
named Ollie that I ride 4 to 5 times a week. 5 

 6 
I am a senior at Apple Blossom High School. I have been a reporter for the school 7 

newspaper since I was in junior high. Usually, it is reserved for high school students, but I wrote 8 
such a stunning exposé of the lunchroom when I was in 7th grade that they had to make an 9 
exception. No one had any idea that the “no fat” yogurt was actually full of fat until I blew it 10 
wiiiiiiiiiide open! Sure, the lunch ladies hate me now and so do most of the students, but an 11 
investigative reporter answers only to the truth. 12 

 13 
I have already been accepted to the School of Journalism at University of Arkansas. I still 14 

need to submit my writing sample, and I’m counting on this article to win me a full-ride 15 
scholarship. 16 

 17 
I have started doing ride-alongs with the Apple Blossom Police Department. I really want 18 

to get inside their heads and see how they think. It can be a wild ride. I even get to go to crime 19 
scenes and the morgue. I think dead bodies are cool. Literally. No good stories there, though. They 20 
don’t talk. 21 

 22 
Anyway, you probably want to know why I’m involved in this case. This is my biggest 23 

break since the Great Lunchroom Lie of 2007. I may finally win my Pulitzer Prize for High School 24 
Journalists. If this case turns out right, may even be the Pulitzer . . . . 25 

 26 
So, I was a student in Sunflower’s class three years ago. Social studies is not my strong 27 

suit. I took it to see if maybe I was interested in politics and political reporting. Boooooooring. 28 
The hot button issue my year was some gnome factory wanting to come to town. I don’t even think 29 
Sunflower cared about that subject. We had speakers come in on both sides. The students had to 30 
do group presentations and debates on the issue. No one got too heated about it. Not even sure how 31 
it turned out. 32 

 33 
The year 2014 was all about the pipeline. That has been a huge issue for the town. Everyone 34 

has an opinion. When it got on the election ballot everyone started campaigning for their side. I 35 
knew that Sunflower’s class was studying it, but that was a no-brainer since it was all anyone was 36 
talking about. It was unusual this year, though, because I had heard that one of the speakers for the 37 
pipeline actually got heckled out of Sunflower’s class. I heard Joe/Jo called to complain about it. 38 
Since we are all witnesses, I have to wait until after the trial is over before I can get my exclusive 39 
interview from Joe/Jo, but that’s when I thought I may have a big story brewing. 40 
 41 

When I was in Sunflower’s class, we were all encouraged to register to vote. I wasn’t old 42 
enough. I was just a freshman. Since there was no election, it really wasn’t a big deal. Because of 43 
all of the interest in this election, I thought it would make a good story to do an exit poll. 44 
 45 



 

I was really happy with how willing people were to tell me how they voted on the pipeline. 46 
There were so many people there; I couldn’t even talk to them all. I went back and looked at 47 
previous voter turnout and I was right—huge voter turnout this year. I focused more on the students 48 
to see how they voted. I was surprised, especially with Joe/Jo’s vote. I mean his/her old man owns 49 
a gas station, but s/he voted against the pipeline. I asked him/her why, and s/he shrugged his/her 50 
shoulders and said, “You gotta do what you gotta do,” and walked off. 51 

 52 
At the end of the school day, Sunflower came up to me and was trying to be all nice to me. 53 

I got a terrible grade from Sunflower. His/her class was lame and boring. S/he never liked me. I 54 
thought it was funny s/he was trying to brown-nose me, when my brown-nosing sure didn’t help 55 
my grade. Anyway, s/he wanted to know which of the students had voted and HOW they had 56 
voted. S/he should know that a good reporter doesn’t ever reveal sources and the secrecy of the 57 
ballot should not be violated. So I just said that there was an 80 percent turnout of registered 58 
students, which is twice as high as a typical year. As for HOW they voted, s/he would just have to 59 
wait until the election results came in when the polls closed. Sunflower was not happy with me. I 60 
had seen that look enough times. Sunflower said something like, “How else can I get proof of their 61 
votes?” Not my problem. 62 

 63 
This case needs to end in a conviction so I can finish my article and win my scholarship. 64 

It’s time to hold Sunflower accountable for how s/he teaches that class. Something should have 65 
been done about him/her a long time ago. 66 
 
I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief 
and knowledge.  
      

Signed, 
 

      ______/S/____________________________ 
      Ray/Rae Castle 
 
SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. 
On the day of this round of the 2016 Arkansas Mock Trial Competition. 
__________/S/______________________ 
Henry McDonald, Notary Public 
State of Arkansas 
My Commission Expires: 05/01/2017  



 

Statement of Dakota Sunflower 
My name is Dakota Sunflower. I live at 1756 Uxbridge Main, in Apple Blossom, Arkansas. 1 

This is a great house, built in 1882. I am not married and have no children of my own, however, I 2 
knew from fourth grade that I would become a teacher. I gravitated towards teaching in high 3 
school, where I teach American Government and other civics classes. 4 

 5 
I earned a bachelor’s degree in Gender Studies from the University of Seneca Falls. The 6 

school appealed to me because of their Declaration of Rights. At that time, I changed my name to 7 
Dakota Sunflower, to show my affinity for Mother Earth. After graduation, I moved to Arkansas 8 
and began teaching at Hebron High School. My best friend there, Lucy Correll, encouraged me to 9 
obtain a master’s degree. So, I obtained a master’s degree in political science from the University 10 
of Central Arkansas. She also pointed out an advertisement in the Hebron Journal. Based on that 11 
ad, I applied for a job teaching in Apple Blossom. Lucy’s point was that I was earning a pittance 12 
for a salary and needed to aim higher. When I applied, I was offered and took a job on the faculty 13 
in the social studies department at Apple Blossom High School. This pathway to success offered 14 
me a chance to become a master teacher. 15 

 16 
It is also possible that these steps led to my current predicament. However, you do not need 17 

to take a tranq. A couple of years ago, our social studies faculty, headed by Lydia Chapin Taft, 18 
and including Lucretia Mott, Dawn Quarles and I, decided that we needed to encourage the 19 
students to learn critical thinking skills and to recognize the connection between their lessons and 20 
their life - past, present and future. After all, how many sheqels will they earn, if they cannot think? 21 
Who wants their students to be beggars? Not me. 22 

 23 
In the past we have discussed issues of public concern which were being considered by the 24 

County Board or the City Council. In each case, I have personally encouraged my students to 25 
register to vote (for those old enough to do so) or to take some overt action in support of whichever 26 
side the student believed in. This year, I selected a local issue with a national scope. Students have 27 
been required throughout the school year to research the pipeline and write papers addressing some 28 
aspects of it. I assigned research projects making the students investigate the financial background 29 
and the potential economic aspects of the issue; making them consider the environmental harms 30 
associated with the pipeline and the political process by which the initial permits were obtained 31 
without giving the local population a voice. 32 

 33 
In past years, the effort from the students has been spotty. This year I wanted to develop a 34 

challenge that would really force the students to expand their knowledge. My syllabus (Exhibit 4) 35 
outlined the semester’s course of study, and the lesson plan (Exhibit 5) detailed the learning 36 
objectives. Every student who is eligible is required to register and to vote. I informed the students 37 
that I would check the voter registration lists to see if they registered (or they could provide a 38 
photocopy of their voter registration card). And I told them that I would examine the voting rolls 39 
to see if they actually showed up on polling day and voted. Of course, I also told them that they 40 
could obtain an absentee ballot if they preferred. For those students who were not yet eligible to 41 
register and vote, I offered an alternative route to success. They had to do volunteer hours in a 42 
community service activity associated with the pipeline issue. 43 

 44 



 

This year, we studied the Great Plains Pipeline, which is owned by Great Gaz Company. 45 
Students were required to learn about the science and engineering aspects of this regional project. 46 
A recent public hearing, sponsored by the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality, 47 
provided some interesting human-based data upon which to evaluate the respective parties’ 48 
position. It was important for the students to see that active and informed citizens can make a real 49 
and positive difference. First, the opponents were able to delay the project. Second, they were able 50 
to force Great Gaz Company to reroute the proposed pipeline. Third, the opponents were able to 51 
acquire a very substantial amount of technical data about the environmental risks and the limited 52 
economic benefits to Arkansans and to us locally associated with the pipeline. The students also 53 
have had a terrific opportunity to learn how and why elected officials sometimes make poor 54 
decisions favoring corporations without considering the strongly held local opinions of their own 55 
constituents. 56 

 57 
Great Gaz, perhaps the villain in this situation, stated that “there’s 3.2 million miles of 58 

pipeline underground in the U.S. and virtually every gallon of gasoline used in Arkansas is 59 
transported by pipeline.” “Great Gaz will meet all of the safety standards,” said Bob Free, Great 60 
Plains Pipeline Project Rep. They did not voluntarily disclose how many spills had occurred using 61 
those pipelines. However, Rachel Berns responded, “being an educator in the chemistry field, I do 62 
believe that these pipelines will fail and therefore, contaminate Arkansas soil.” 63 
 64 

And the local news reported that “it may, quote, ‘bypass the Sandhills,’ but run straight 65 
over the heart of what we know as the Mississippi River Valley Alluvial Aquifer,” said Brad 66 
Miller. My students learned that “opponents aren’t happy with this and fear soil erosion and 67 
contamination of the Mississippi River Valley Alluvial Aquifer.” 68 

 69 
So what happened is that some of my students began to complain that I was using my 70 

position as a teacher, under color of state law so they say, to impose my own personal views and 71 
opinion upon them. It is true that I played devil’s advocate occasionally so that the issues could be 72 
fully explored. However, I made it abundantly clear that no grade hinged on whether they agreed 73 
with me. And, of course, I could not examine anyone’s ballot to see which side of the issue they 74 
supported when they voted. This prosecution is mostly bogus. This prosecution is just another 75 
teaching opportunity. I do wonder if the kids who support the prosecution are doing their own 76 
thinking or whether they are being controlled by the Chamber of Commerce, but at least they might 77 
be doing some critical thinking. 78 

 79 
What is really going on is that, while my department supports my effort to encourage (not 80 

bribe) citizen activism, some people on the county board and with the Chamber of Commerce want 81 
what they perceive to be the economic benefits of having the pipeline over the substantial 82 
environmental risks. This prosecution is simply an effort by their cabal to prevent younger voters 83 
from being given a voice. 84 

 85 
During the school year, I invited representatives from both sides of this issue to come to 86 

the class and interact with the students. I do ask questions of each guest speaker when I do not feel 87 
that the students are being thorough enough. That is all I did here. Moreover, I did not suggest in 88 
any way that a student’s grade was contingent upon which way they might vote on this important 89 
environmental issue. And Principal Truba observed one of my classes earlier in the semester. S/He 90 



 

had no complaints about any fictional bias on my part. When Jesse/Jessie James came to the class, 91 
s/he made a number of inaccurate and misleading representations to the class. I simply challenged 92 
him/her in the same manner as I would any other guest speaker. S/He became red in the face and 93 
stormed out of the class. Later, I learned that s/he complained to Principal Truba.  Principal Truba 94 
and I exchanged emails about the class. Then, despite my personal view of what really happened, 95 
I sent a formal electronic apology to him/her. I did not even receive an acknowledgement, just this 96 
absurd prosecution. 97 

 98 
I categorically deny that I violated Ark. Code Ann. § 7-1-103 or § 7-1-104. I am proud that 99 

my efforts encouraged my students to be better informed and more active citizens. That is no crime. 100 
 101 
In years past, the school has hosted a polling station, and we did so again this year. 102 

However, not all of my students live within this polling catchment district. So, when I saw 103 
Principal Truba at a rally against the pipeline a couple of month ago, we discussed low voter 104 
turnout problems concerning such matters, and I asked for permission to use the school's van to 105 
offer those students who vote in other districts a lift to the polls. This fit perfectly within the scope 106 
and purpose of the topic being studied. Why shouldn’t the school support the active participation 107 
of student voters? For those who actually live within the district and who are to vote at the school, 108 
they were given 15 minutes away from homeroom in order to cast their vote. If using the school 109 
to vote is no crime, how can using the van become one? This is silly. I drove on my time, paid for 110 
the gas myself, and offered all interested and engaged students an equal chance to get a seat on the 111 
“votervan.” There was no express or implied viewpoint discrimination in my offering students a 112 
ride to another polling place. 113 

 114 
My acquittal on these charges will teach the students to stand up for what they believe in. 115 

Hopefully it will also teach those Chamber of Commerce people something about free speech and 116 
voters rights. I close with this ancient proverb, “Treat the earth well.” 117 
 
I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief 
and knowledge.  
 
      Signed, 
 
        /S/      
      Dakota Sunflower 
 
SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. 
on the day of this round of the 2016 Arkansas High School Mock Trial Competition. 
 
  /S/     
Henry McDonald, Notary Public 
State of Arkansas 
My Commission Expires: 05/01/2017



 

Statement of Alary Hanswurst 
My name is Alary Hanswurst and I live with my family at 3402 County Road 72. I have 1 

one younger brother, Lyle, and one older sister, Sandy. It is sooo cool growing up on the family 2 
farm! We have some African guineas that roam around and help keep the bugs out of our garden. 3 

 4 
I graduated from Apple Blossom High School last year. My grades my senior year were 5 

pretty awesome, especially my social studies grade! I got an “A+”, which is super duper, since the 6 
previous year I pretty much just got “Bs” or thereabouts, which did NOT make my parents too 7 
happy. My mom and dad are kind of sticklers about grades, and they have been harping on me for 8 
the last few years to do better in school. Both of their grandparents were German immigrants, and 9 
they pushed and pushed all of their kids to “better” themselves. 10 

 11 
Well, Hans and Hilde (dad and mom) sure showed their families what they could do when 12 

they got accepted into Harvard. They met and fell in love there while they were in business school, 13 
and, much to the dismay of their kin, came back to run the Hanswurst family farm here in Apple 14 
Blossom. Not that farming is a step down or anything, but I guess more was expected of them. 15 
Personally, I think it’s pretty cool that they came back here and work for a living, instead of being 16 
some big financial hot shots or something and cheating people out of their hard-earned money. 17 

 18 
Our farm, which has been in the Hanswurst family for more than 100 years, is one of the 19 

best “certified organic” growers in the state. We sell produce which hasn’t been tainted by the 20 
sludge and pollution spewed out by factories, especially those stupid gnome factories popping up 21 
all over the U.S. Honestly, who needs those stupid ceramic/plastic/resin/whatever eyesores 22 
anyway? And we all know how dangerous factories are, what with the gunk they dump into the air 23 
and the lakes. (Like in the Simpsons Movie, only for real. But Spider Pig and Harry Plopper are 24 
pretty funny). Thank goodness the plans for that idiotic factory in Wagon Wheel County didn’t go 25 
through. My parents said that Jesse/Jessie James was REALLY pushing to get one built a few 26 
years ago, but they and a bunch of other members of Friends of the Earth got it stopped by 27 
convincing people to use their brains and not be swayed by their wallets and the lure of the 28 
Almighty Dollar. My mom and dad always say “if you don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for 29 
anything,” and I think that applies to a LOT of people in a LOT of situations. Also, I think James 30 
has been ticked off ever since s/he didn’t get to build and lost his/her “dreams” of becoming Richie 31 
Rich by exploiting our natural resources. 32 

 33 
Anyway, our farmland is some of the best and richest around. The well on our land 34 

produces water that tastes just like fresh spring water in Colorado. My family went there on 35 
vacation a few years ago. It’s pretty hilly there.  Anyway, I don’t want our land trashed by some 36 
stupid potentially leaky pipeline. THAT’S why I voted the way I did, NOT because Mr./Ms. 37 
Sunflower or anyone else told me to (even though it’s the environmentally right way to vote). My 38 
folks don’t care how much money the pipeline people would give them to let them run their “tube 39 
of doom” under our land. I’m proud of my parents for taking a stand against “the man.” The ends 40 
don’t justify the means. Or is it the other way around? Whatever. 41 

 42 
So I guess that brings me to this stupid case brought by James and his/her puppets. 43 

Honestly, I think they are all money-hungry, whiner-pants. Really. I come by my opinion validly, 44 
because after the way James stomped out of my social studies classroom after s/he was asked to 45 



 

justify their position supporting the poopline (did I say that out loud?), there is no doubt in my 46 
mind that this case is just maliciousness gone out of control. 47 

 48 
So, like I said, social studies class was my absolute favorite my senior year. I think 49 

everyone would agree that it was a great class. Even Principal Truba was there, and s/he doesn’t 50 
sit in on classes all that often. S/he was there for one of the first classes to listen to a speaker against 51 
the p-line and seemed to enjoy it. Principal Truba seemed like a good egg, even though I don’t 52 
know him/her very well. 53 

 54 
So, about social studies class. We learned about a bunch of things, ranging from socialism 55 

to capitalism and everything in between. When we talked about voting, we looked at the three 56 
branches of government, how they each impact our society, laws and the Constitution and all that 57 
stuff. Really there were only a few classes about the despicable danger-delivering death duct (I 58 
made that up myself – I admire alliteration), but I could certainly have learned more about it. I feel 59 
that it is extremely important to make an informed decision when voting, not just filling in the 60 
circles willy-nilly, like some multiple-choice test. 61 

 62 
Did I mention one of the reasons WHY voting is so important to me? Well, one of my 63 

distant relatives, Mr. Hans “Hanky” Hanswurst, was killed in Salt Lake City during prohibition 64 
for canvassing neighborhoods to inform people about repealing the 18th Amendment. They threw 65 
his body in a river with those real cement shoes you hear about. But Mr. Hanky did not die in vain. 66 
He spoke his mind, even though he maybe could have picked an audience more sympathetic to his 67 
cause. But, that’s just like this case – you can’t always say what people want to hear.  How’s that 68 
saying go? “I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it.” 69 
Sometimes people NEED to hear the other side, like when I told James that I disagreed with 70 
him/her during the social studies class presentation. I mean, James’ whole attitude was like “if I 71 
want to hear your opinion, I’ll give it to you.” Just the whole “because I said so” attitude. 72 
  73 

Mr./Ms. Sunflower encourages us to give our opinions and ask questions and actively 74 
participate in class, and that’s what I was trying to do. Holy cow, James can’t hold his/her own 75 
against a 17 year old high school student? I ONLY asked James to justify his/her position about 76 
the pipeline, specifically about the risks involved should there be a leak. I mean, even I know that 77 
the Death-Dealers say that only about 11 major spills are estimated over 50 years, BUT that’s just 78 
a crock. A University of Nebraska water resources engineer did a study in 2011 and it is CLEAR 79 
that the number is closer to 91 major spills. (link.reuters.com/ryb62s, dated July 11, 2011.)  80 
THAT’S just too BIG of a risk, if you ask me, but James didn’t seem to have an answer. Just 81 
tromped out of class, red-faced and crabby, right after Mr./Ms. Sunflower told me “good job” for 82 
talking in class. Sometimes I don’t say much in class or contribute, but I feel strongly about this 83 
issue, so I asked a question and I felt like I was actually participating for once. Pretty immature of 84 
James, if you ask me, but it just reminded me more of why I should vote against the “Thing.” 85 

 86 
I think there was another person who spoke for the P, but I can’t say for sure. The owner 87 

of the Cottonwood One-Stop was supposed to speak on that side, but he told me when I went there 88 
in April to get gas that he wouldn’t be able to because his wife was in the hospital having a baby 89 
so he had to miss it. He said he was sorry, but that’s how it goes. I told Mr./Ms. Sunflower about 90 
it, but I guess s/he already knew because s/he didn’t act surprised or anything. My impression after 91 



 

all the classes were finished on that topic was that it was fair and balanced. I felt like I heard 92 
enough about both sides to make a reasoned decision. Everyone knew Mr./Ms. Sunflower’s 93 
opinion about the P-line. I mean s/he wears that green “Windmills not Oil Spills” shirt at least once 94 
a week, but it looks good with Birkenstocks, so what’s the big deal? I have one in blue. 95 

 96 
So on May 6, 2014, I was ready to vote. Since my birthday is on March 1st, it was the first 97 

time ever for me, and I was looking forward to it, especially since there was such an important 98 
issue on the ballot. I have to say I was a bit nervous – butterflies in my stomach and all that – 99 
because I was worried that I’d fill in the wrong oval or something. And, yes, I certainly rode in the 100 
fully ethanol-powered school bus driven to the polls by Mr./Ms. Sunflower. A bunch of us did, 101 
and it was a good time. We sang some really old songs, like “Wind on the Water” and “Big Yellow 102 
Taxi” and “Where do the Children Play?” and “Earth Song” and “Rain on the Scarecrow.” You 103 
know, songs with meaning. It seemed the environmentally correct thing to do, instead of all of us 104 
driving our own vehicles there. I don’t mind letting my silver 2012 Prius Hybrid sit in the parking 105 
lot over lunch. Plus, since I rode the bus and Mr./Ms. Sunflower knew I was on the bus, I didn’t 106 
have to take one of those “I Voted Today” stickers to verify that I voted. I saved paper – one further 107 
step in saving Mother Earth. Pretty good day, especially since the vote turned out the right way. 108 
It’s nice to know I live in a community with so many intelligent people. 109 

 110 
However, some people are saying that Mr./Ms. Sunflower TOLD us how to vote and that 111 

our grade had something to do with how we voted. That’s just ridiculous. Mr./Ms. Sunflower  112 
talked a lot about the importance of voting and having a voice and taking a stand on issues, but 113 
never once did s/he TELL us how to vote. I mean, in class we looked at all sides of issues like the 114 
death penalty, health care, abortion, immigration, welfare – and the thought NEVER crossed my 115 
mind that Mr./Ms. Sunflower was telling us how to think. Just TO think. And just TO vote. 116 
Besides, my vote is private, and I’m not going to tell anyone how I voted, especially to the self-117 
proclaimed “Yogurt Queen/King.” Good grief. I may not be a rocket scientist or anything, but I 118 
sure can see that Castle and his/her head cannot occupy the same room – just wouldn’t fit. Ha ha. 119 
When Castle asked me about my vote, I refused to answer. It’s none of his/her business. Would 120 
probably just go blabbing it to everyone anyway. 121 

 122 
Again, there is nothing criminal here. Just a teacher trying to do a good job, teaching 123 

students to think and to examine all the issues. Is that against the law? No way, not in my country. 124 
 
I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief 
and knowledge.  
       

Signed, 
 

      ______/S/____________________________ 
      Alary Hanswurst 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. 
On the day of this round of the 2016 Arkansas Mock Trial Competition. 
 
__________/S/______________________ 
Henry McDonald, Notary Public 
State of Arkansas 
My Commission Expires: 05/01/2017      
 



 

Statement of Don/Dawn Truba 
My name is Don/Dawn Truba. I live at 4220 South 32nd Street in Apple Blossom. I’m 1 

married to Robin and we have four children – Clif, a professional golfer in Vegas; Tracey, a non-2 
profit executive in Alabama; Betty, a graduate student at Harvard; and Steve, a student at Yale. 3 
Since Robin and I are empty nesters, we volunteer at the local soup kitchen and our church. 4 
Additionally, we like to travel internationally.  We have a macaw named Birdie. 5 

 6 
Currently, I am the principal at Apple Blossom High School.  I am also an alumnus of 7 

ABHS. Go Mockingbirds! After graduating from Apple Blossom High, I went to the big city for 8 
my undergraduate studies. I graduated from Stanvard University in Boston, California, with 9 
Honors-dual degree in Physics and Education. I returned to Apple Blossom High to teach science 10 
and did so for 10 years. I decided that I wanted to go back to school part-time and get my master’s. 11 
I enjoyed the learning environment so much that after earning my Master’s Degree in Education 12 
with an emphasis in Educational Administration, I decided to continue and get my Ed.D. (Doctor 13 
of Education) with emphasis in Secondary Education. Just about that time, Principal O’Mally 14 
retired and I was hired for my dream job—Principal at good ole’ ABHS. 15 

 16 
As Principal, I take our students’ educational environment very seriously. I try to be a 17 

hands-on administrator and visit every teacher’s classroom several times a semester. I’m sure some 18 
of the teachers would prefer that I stay out of the classroom and just trust them to do their jobs. It 19 
is not my intention to micromanage their classes, just make sure they are meeting my and the 20 
District’s expectations. 21 

 22 
Of course I am familiar with Dakota Sunflower. I hired Sunflower as one of the social 23 

studies teachers when I first became Principal. Sunflower had fantastic recommendations from 24 
his/her professors in college and from the teacher/mentors s/he worked with as a student teacher. 25 
I did receive one word of caution from a former teacher/mentor who thought that Sunflower often 26 
walked the line when it came to interjecting his/her own opinions into classroom discussions. 27 
While I appreciated that information, I frankly thought it was not going to be a problem. I was 28 
familiar with Sunflower from several political rallies we happened to both attend throughout the 29 
years and, in my opinion, Sunflower is a conscientious, thoughtful, caring and honest person. I had 30 
full faith that Sunflower would be a completely professional and fair teacher. 31 

 32 
I never had any complaints about Sunflower until Jesse/Jessie James contacted me. James 33 

stopped by my office (without an appointment, by the way) and insisted on speaking with me 34 
immediately. I was familiar with James because s/he thinks s/he is a big-shot in town. The locals 35 
say s/he runs the “Detroit of the South.” Something of a know-it-all in my opinion. Having said 36 
that, it was important to hear any complaints about a teacher. Apple Blossom’s students are my 37 
first priority. 38 

 39 
James told me that s/he had just come from Sunflower’s classroom as a guest speaker. 40 

James hardly made any sense because s/he appeared to be very angry. S/He was talking a mile a 41 
minute and was very loud. I gathered that James felt that s/he was railroaded by Sunflower and 42 
was not given an opportunity to clearly state his/her position on the Pipeline. (I knew that James 43 
was spearheading the Pipeline movement from all of his/her letters to the editor in the newspaper.) 44 



 

S/He felt that Sunflower was trying to indoctrinate the students and get them to side with his/her 45 
own personal opinions on the Pipeline issue. 46 

 47 
I told James that I would investigate the matter and get back to him/her. I do remember 48 

commenting that it didn’t sound like something Sunflower would do and that perhaps there was 49 
some kind of misunderstanding. James thanked me for my time and muttered something to the 50 
effect of “a lot of those students will be 18 by the time the Pipeline vote happens. I sure hope 51 
Sunflower’s tactics haven’t meddled with the votes the Pipeline needs….” 52 

 53 
After James left, I talked to Sunflower about it. Sunflower assured me that James was given 54 

every opportunity to state his/her position. Sunflower said that often when a speaker comes to 55 
class, the students are slow to ask questions so s/he must start the discussion. Sounds like typical 56 
high school students to me. Sunflower said that s/he did ask several questions about James’s 57 
position on the Pipeline, hoping that it would then lead to more questions from the students. 58 
Sunflower said that James got angry very quickly and said that s/he was done and stormed out of 59 
the classroom. According to Sunflower, the students never even had a chance to ask any questions 60 
themselves. 61 

 62 
I told Sunflower to make it right. Exhibit 1 is an accurate copy of the e-mail I received 63 

from Sunflower along with my response. I thought everything was taken care of at that point, so I 64 
did not conduct any further investigation into the allegations. I couldn’t believe it when I heard 65 
about the criminal charges filed against Sunflower. What a joke! 66 

 67 
I have full confidence that Sunflower would NEVER, EVER put his/her own political 68 

beliefs ahead of the students’ education. Sunflower often spoke in the teacher’s lounge about 69 
methods s/he could implement in the classroom to get students to be involved in the community. 70 
S/He would often say, “I don’t care what they think as long as they think for themselves.” 71 

 72 
I reviewed the Class Syllabus for that semester and the Lesson Plan for that day and see no 73 

problems with Sunflower’s teaching plans. Exhibits 4 and 5 are accurate copies of what I reviewed. 74 
In fact, I think it was quite innovative to pick an issue that is currently being debated in the 75 
community and to weave his/her class lessons in the discussion about that issue. Sunflower has 76 
been doing it for years with great success. 77 

 78 
By the way, I have heard that James has accused me of opposing the creation of jobs when 79 

he tried to open that factory a few years back. The gasoline fumes from his/her mechanic shop 80 
must be getting to his/her head because I did not and would not ever say anything like it! What I 81 
said was, “Sounds like that gnome factory is just going to be a big tax write-off to off-set your 82 
losses from the bowling alley.” I mean, really, who ever thought that a self-service bowling alley 83 
where you have to set your own pins was going to be profitable? 84 

 85 
How did I vote on the Pipeline issue? That is none of your business. 86 

 
 
 
 



 

I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my belief 
and knowledge.  
       

Signed, 
 

      ______/S/____________________________ 
      Don/Dawn Truba 
 
SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. 
On the day of this round of the 2016 Arkansas Mock Trial Competition. 
 
__________/S/______________________ 
Henry McDonald, Notary Public 
State of Arkansas 
My Commission Expires: 05/01/2017     
 



 

EXHIBIT 1 
 Jesse/Jessie James 

 

From: Dakota Sunflower  
Sent:    Thu 4/17/2014 16:23 
To: Jesse/Jessie James 
Cc: Don/Dawn Truba 
Subject: Re: Your pipeline presentation yesterday. 

 
Dear Mr./Ms. James: 

 

Thank you for appearing on behalf of the pipeline company today. I apologize for any 
misunderstanding. 

 

Dakota Sunflower 
 

"Stupidity got us into this mess. Why can't it get us out?" 
 

-----Original Message-----  
From: Don/Dawn Truba 
Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2014 3:42 PM  
To: Dakota Sunflower 
Subject: RE: Jesse/Jessie James Dakota: 

Well, you need to make this right. Thank Mr./Mrs. James for 
speaking to your class and apologize to him/her for any 
misunderstanding that might have occurred. 

Don/Dawn 
 

"Every day is a new opportunity to make the world a better place." 
 

  



 

-----Original Message-----  
From: Dakota Sunflower 
Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2014 2:12 PM  
To: Don/Dawn Truba 
Subject: RE: Jesse/Jessie James  

Dear Don/Dawn: 

I asked Jesse James to speak to the social studies class about the pipeline. 
For being a "War Hero" James sure isn't courageous. The 
class and I just asked James what I considered to be tough 
but fair questions. After only a few minutes, James 
stormed off. What a wimp. 

Dakota 
"Live Free or Die." 

 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Don/Dawn Truba 
Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2014 1:31 PM 
To: Dakota Sunflower 
Subject: RE: Jesse/Jessie James 

Dakota: 

Jesse/Jessie James was just in my office and was very upset. S/He said that you 
and your students treated him/her in a mean spirited and disrespectful way. 
What is your side of the story? 

 

Don/Dawn 
 

"Each day is an opportunity to make the world a better place." 
  



 

EXHIBIT 2   
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EXHIBIT 3   



 

EXHIBIT 4 
 

 

Apple Blossom High School 

Dakota Sunflower, Teacher 

Second Semester Social Studies Syllabus 

Week of Jan. 6 Prepare for We the People State Competition 

Week of Jan. 13 Search & Seizure: Fourth Amendment Rights 

Week of Jan. 20 MLK Jr., Day; Civil Rights Lessons 

Week of Jan. 27 Media and the Law 

Week of Feb. 3 Technology and the Law 
  

Week of Feb. 10 Primary Documents of Washington & Lincoln 

Week of Feb. 17 Presidents’ Day; Lincoln Re-Enactor; Mock Trial 

Week of Feb. 24 Bullying and Cyberbullying 

Week of March 3 Prepare for, implement Service Learning Project 

Week of March 10 Job Shadowing/County Government Day 

Week of March 17 Schools and First Amendment Rights 

Week of March 24 Spring Break, No Classes  

Week of March 30 Immigration in Arkansas/Resource Persons 

Week of April 7 Reaching the Age of Majority/Resource Persons 

Week of April 14 Pipeline Study/Discussion/Resource Persons 

Week of April 21 Law Day Lessons on Voting; Write essays  

Week of April 28 Review Pipeline Issues 

Week of May 5 Study: I Am a Man; Election Day, May 6 

Week of May 12 Final Exams; School Dismissed on May 14 

 
 



 

 

EXHIBIT 5 

Lesson Plan 
Prepared by Dakota Sunflower 

Apple Blossom High School 
Apple Blossom, Arkansas 

 
Grade: 12        Class: Social Studies 
 
Lesson Title: Exploring the Pros and Cons of the Great Plains Pipeline in Arkansas 
Part 3 – Economic Impact 
 
Date:  April 14, 2014 
State Social Studies Standard(s): 12.1.10; 12.1.11; 12.3.9; 12.4.2  
 
Lesson Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to identify the main points made by the guest presenters 
2. Students will be able to formulate questions, based upon the presentations 
3. Students will be able to ask questions of the presenters 
4. Students will be able to evaluate the opposing positions taken by the guest 

presenters 
5. Students will be able to formulate and express their own opinions about the 

economic impacts of the Pipeline 
6. Students will be able to give reasons for taking a particular side of the discussion 
7. Students who are 18 years of age not yet registered to vote will set a date to register 

to vote 
 
Assessment Strategy: Teacher will note students’ attentiveness to presenters; teacher will 
note names of students who engage in asking questions or stating opinions 
 
Materials/Equipment: A laptop computer, LCD projector, and screen are available if guest 
presenters choose to use PowerPoint slides; a whiteboard and markers are also available 
 
Teaching Methods: A point/counterpoint presentation on the economic impacts related to 
the Great Plains Pipeline 
 
Activities: 

1. Welcome and introduction of guest presenters - Teacher 
2. Background information on issues – Teacher 
3. Presentation – Pros of issue – Jesse/Jessie James, representing Chamber of 

Commerce 
4. Presentation – Pros of issue – Mr. Davis, Cottonwood One-Stop Owner 
5. Q & A session 
6. Conclusion and wrap-up; reminder to students to register to vote 

 
Evaluation: 
Student Performance –  
Teacher Performance - 
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