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HIGHLIGHTED IN THIS NEWSLETTER:

• 2022 DNP Elections

Future Deadlines:

• 19 December 2022: Deadline to vote in the DNP
Election

• 9 January 2023: Deadline for APS April meeting
abstract submission

• mid February 2023: Early registration deadline
for APS April meeting

• 1 March 2023: Nomination Deadline for Mentor-
ing and Service Awards

• 1 May 2023: Deadline for Nominations of APS
Fellows from DNP

• 1 May 2023: Nomination Deadline for Freedman
Award

The Division of Nuclear Physics home page is available
at https://engage.aps.org/dnp/home. Information of in-
terest to DNP members such as nominations, prizes, and
committee memberships can be found there. The DNP
newsletters are also posted online. Comments and sug-
gestions are solicited and can be sent to Christine Aidala
at caidala@umich.edu.

I. 2022 DNP ELECTIONS

The terms of the officers and three members of the
current Executive Committee will expire in April 2022.
The installation of officers will take place at the DNP
Business Meeting in April 2023. Senta V. Greene will
become Past-Chair, Haiyan Gao will become Chair,
and Dean Lee will become Chair-Elect. Paul Gueye,
Huey-Wen Lin and Christine Nattrass will remain
members of the Executive Committee in 2023. In
April 2023, Sherry Yennello will retire as Past-Chair
and Christine Aidala, Alejandro Garcia, Carla Frolich
and Andrea Delgado will retire from the Executive
Committee. A Vice Chair and four members of the
Executive Committee (one Early Career member) are to
be elected. Regular Executive Committee terms are two

years while the Early Career member serves one year.
This year’s Nominating Committee consists of Filomena
Nunes (Chair), Mike Strickland (Vice Chair), Xiaochao
Zheng, Leah Broussard, and Ingo Wiedenhoever. The
candidates selected by the Nominating Committee and
approved by the Executive Committee are:
Vice-Chair (one position):
Jeff Blackmon (Lousiana State University)
Jim Napolitano (Temple University)

Executive Committee (three positions)
Melina Avila-Coronado (Argonne National Laboratory)
Catherine Diebel (Lousiana State University)
Jonathan Engle (University of Wisconsin Madison)
Shelly Lesher (University of Wisconsin, La Crosse)
Bjoern Schenke (Brookhaven National Laboratory)
Kate Scholberg (Duke University)

Executive Committee Early Career (one position)
Andrea Richard (Lawrence Livermore National Labora-
tory)
Agnieszka Sorensen (University of Washington)
Candidate bios are given later in this newsletter.
All DNP members with an email address registered

with the APS should receive an email inviting them to
vote electronically. If you do not have a registered email
address or the email to your address bounces, you can
opt to receive paper ballot package by post. If you prefer
a paper ballot package, please contact SBS Support at
(866) 909-3549 or by email at support@directvote.net.

II. ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR SPONSORING
AGENCY

Given the importance of agency sponsorship in foster-
ing nuclear physics research, we urge DNP members to
acknowledge their agency sponsors in any talk or pub-
lication such as seminars, workshop contributions, APS
meeting talks, and other conference talks/posters.

III. NSAC LONG RANGE PLAN UPDATE

From Gail Dodge, NSAC Chair: The long range plan-
ning committee held a kickoff meeting in New Orleans
on Oct. 26. Representatives from NSF and DOE spoke
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mailto:rlvogt@lbl.gov
https://engage.aps.org/dnp/home
mailto:caidala@umichedu


2

about the LRP process and budget issues. The com-
mittee discussed subcommittees and the organization of
the written report. The committee will provide updates
and collect white papers on the APS Engage Community:
NSAC Long Range Plan, as well as on a web site under
construction. Please join the Engage Community to be
sure to receive relevant updates. White papers are due
February 28. Questions and comments can be posted at
the Engage Community site.

IV. DNP PRIZE AND AWARD WINNERS

4.1. 2022 DNP Mentoring Award

The 2022 recipient of the APS Division of Nuclear
Physics Mentoring Award is Gerald Miller of the Uni-
versity of Washington. Jerry gave a talk in the DNP
2022 Awards Session. His citation reads:

“For thoughtful, stimulating, and caring mentorship in
nuclear theory ranging from undergraduate students to
research assistant professors. ”

4.2. 2022 Nuclear Physics Dissertation Award

The 2022 recipients of the APS Division of Nuclear
Physics Dissertation Award are Aobo Li, currently of the
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and Agnieska
Sorensen, currently of the University of Washington.
Aobo’s dissertation was carreid out at Boston University
under the guidance of advisor Prof. Christopher Grant.
Agnieszka’s dissertation was granted by the University
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). She performed a
substantial amount of her research at Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory (LBNL). Her dissertation was
jointly supervised by Prof. Huan Zhong Huang (UCLA)
and Dr. Volker Koch (LBNL). Aobo and Agnieszka
presented their work at the DNP 22 Awards Session.
Aobo’s citation reads:

“For the invention of a novel machine learning algorithm
that broke down significant technological barriers with
monolithic liquid scintillator detectors and, in turn, de-
livered the world’s most sensitive search for neutrinoless
double beta decay.”

Agnieszka’s citation reads:

“For an innovative approach to study the speed of sound
in dense nuclear matter using moments of baryon dis-
tributions and developing of a framework of simulations
and modeling of QCD phases and transitions in nucleus-
nucleus collisions.”

4.3. 2022 DNP Distinguished Service Award

The 2022 recipient of the APS Division of Nuclear
Physics Distinguished Service Award is Robert Janssens

of the University of North Carolina. This award was
announced at the DNP 22 Business Meeting. His
citation reads:

“For his exemplary service to the DNP, particularly his
extended leadership in the chair line, and the nuclear
physics community, including as Director of the Physics
Division at Argonne National Laboratory and as Director
of Triangle Universities Nuclear Laboratory.”

4.4. 2022 Stuart Jay Freedman Award

The 2022 recipient of the APS Division of Nuclear
Physics Stuart Jay Freedman Award is Ronald Fernando
Garcia Ruiz of MIT. Ronald gave a talk in the DNP 22
Awards Session. His citation reads:

“For novel studies of exotic nuclei using precision laser
spectroscopy measurements, including the first spec-
troscopy of short-lived radioactive molecules.”

4.5. 2023 Bethe Prize Winner

Frank Paul Calaprice of Princeton University is the
recipient of the 2023 APS Hans A. Bethe Prize. The
prize will be awarded at the APS 2023 April meeting.
His citation reads:

“For pioneering work on large-scale ultra-low-
background detectors, specifically Borexino, measuring
the complete spectroscopy of solar neutrinos, culminating
in observation of CNO neutrinos, thus experimentally
proving operation of all the nuclear-energy driving
reactions of stellar evolution.”

4.6. 2023 Bonner Prize Winner

Jen-Chieh Peng of the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign is the recipient of the 2023 APS Tom W.
Bonner Prize. The prize will be awarded at the APS
2023 April meeting. His citation reads:

“For pioneering work on studying antiquark distributions
in the nucleons and nuclei using the Drell-Yan process as
an experimental tool, and for seminal work on elucidating
the origins of the flavor asymmetries of the light-quark
sea in the nucleons.”

4.7. 2023 Feshbach Prize Winner

Michael J. Ramsey-Musolf of the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst and the T.D. Lee Institute/Shanghai
Jiao Tong University is the recipient of the 2023 APS
Herman Feshbach Prize. The prize will be awarded at
the APS 2023 April meeting. His citation reads:

“For seminal contributions in precision electroweak stud-
ies of nuclear and hadronic systems, making fundamental

https://engage.aps.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=0ae5031d-9620-4791-a486-0d4adf51254b
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symmetry experiments powerful probes of strong interac-
tions and new physics.”

V. UPCOMING DNP AWARD NOMINA-
TIONS

5.1. DNP Mentoring Award

Nominations are sought for the Division of Nuclear
Physics Mentoring Award. This APS Unit Award is in-
tended to recognize Division of Nuclear Physics members
who have had an exceptional impact as mentors of nu-
clear scientists and students. This mentoring could be
through teaching, research or science-related activities.
Examples of contributions of individuals who could be
candidates for this award:

• Exceptional mentoring of early career nuclear sci-
entists;

• Sustained commitment to mentoring early ca-
reer nuclear scientists from traditionally under-
represented backgrounds;

• Leadership in developing nuclear science research
and career development activities, such as cen-
ters for nuclear science research for undergraduates,
or conference experiences for students, or summer
schools for nuclear science students.

Early career nuclear scientists include undergraduate
and graduate students, postdoctoral scholars, and nu-
clear science professionals early in their careers, such as
assistant professors or assistant scientists.

Nominations for the 2023 award are due 1 March
2023 and should be sent to Senta V. Greene
senta.v.greene@vanderbilt.edu.

Nomination packets should consist of at least 3 but
not more than 4 letters supporting the nomination and
a brief bio sketch of the candidate. At least two of the
letters should be submitted by individuals who have ben-
efited from the mentoring experience. Nominees shall
be members of the DNP. There are no time limitations
on contributions that can be recognized by this award.
Nominations will be active for three years.

5.2. DNP Distinguished Service Award

Nominations are sought for the DNP’s Distinguished Ser-
vice Award. This APS Unit Award is intended to rec-
ognize those who have made substantial and extensive
contributions to the nuclear physics community through
the activities of the DNP. The award will consist of a cer-
tificate with the citation specified by the selection com-
mittee. Nominees should be active or emeritus members
of the DNP. There are no time limitations on contribu-
tions that can be recognized by this award. Nomina-
tions will remain active for three years. The award need
not to be given each year. No more than two recipients

will be selected in a given year. The selection committee
will consist of the DNP Chair, Chair-Elect, Vice-Chair,
Past-Chair, and Secretary-Treasurer. The DNP Chair
will serve as the chair of the selection committee.

Nominations for the 2023 award are due March 1, 2023
and awarded at the fall DNP meeting. Nominations
should be limited to a one-page description of the candi-
date’s contributions to nuclear physics through the DNP,
plus an optional listing of positions held, major commit-
tee memberships, and the like.

Nominations should be sent to Senta V. Greene,
senta.v.greene@vanderbilt.edu.

VI. 2022 DNP FALL MEETING

The first in-person Fall Meeting of the Division of Nuclear
Physics since 2019 was held from 27-30 October 2022
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in New Orleans, LA. The
meeting began with three topical workshops on Thurs-
day morning: The Frontiers of Nuclear Astrophysics 65
years after B2FH, New Directions in Beta Decay Theory
and Experiment, and QCD/QIS Science and EIC Devel-
opments. The Gender Minorities in Science Social was
held at lunch on Thursday sponsored by the LSU College
of Science and CENTAUR. An opening plenary session
on Nuclear Threat and Mitigation was held on Thurs-
day afternoon followed by a welcome reception. Paral-
lel scientific sessions followed on Friday through Sunday
morning in a typical format.

Storyville Hall provided an excellent venue for the CEU
poster session and Physical Review Meet-the-Editors
Drop-In reception that was held on Friday afternoon
with 123 undergraduate posters. Following the poster
session, 135 graduate students attended a banquet din-
ner and riverboat cruise aboard the Steamboat Creole
Queen sponsored by LSU. The banquet was held on
Saturday evening with live entertainment sponsored by
Tulane University featuring a jazz quartet led by Prof.
Michael White from Xavier University.

There was record attendance at the meeting (not
counting Hawaii meetings joint with the Japanese Physi-
cal Society) with more than 1000 registered participants.
Most participants elected to attend in person, but ses-
sions were broadcast over Zoom in real time with around
100 participants joining virtually. While technical prob-
lems with laptops rented from the venue caused problems
in some sessions, the Zoom platform worked well in the
majority of cases.

The Local Organizing Committee [Jeff Blackmon
(LSU), Catherine Deibel (LSU), Jerry Draayer (LSU),
Lev Kaplan (Tulane), Kristina Launey (LSU), Scott Mar-
ley (LSU), and Fred Wietfeldt (Tulane)] wishes to thank
all participants for their support in helping make this a
successful meeting.

mailto:senta.v.greene@vanderbilt.edu
mailto:senta.v.greene@vanderbilt.edu
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6.1. 2022 CEU Program

The 2022 CEU program, held in conjunction with DNP22
in New Orleans, was highly successful. There were 153
students participating in the program which included 30
students who presented oral contributions in either a reg-
ular session or in Category 17 – Undergraduate Research
session.

The goal of the CEU program is to provide under-
graduate students, who have conducted research in nu-
clear science, a valuable conference experience by pro-
viding them an opportunity to present their research to
the larger professional community in the CEU poster ses-
sion and to integrate them into the professional commu-
nity through a variety of conference activities. These
activities included nuclear science seminars presented by
Catherine Deibel (Louisiana State Univ) and Huey-Wen
Lin (MSU) as well as a tutorial about applying to gradu-
ate school by Helen Caines (Yale Univ.) and a graduate
school information session. This year continued the suc-
cessful mentoring program where graduate students and
postdocs guided the CEU students through the confer-
ence experience. The program also sponsored four Un-
dergraduate Research oral sessions.

The CEU program was sponsored by the National Sci-
ence Foundation, the Department of Energy (via the na-
tional labs), and the APS Division of Nuclear Physics.

VII. FUTURE MEETINGS

7.1. DNP Fall Meetings

The dates and locations for the future DNP Fall Meetings
are given below. The Hawaii meeting with the JPS is in
2023. Because the 2021 meeting was virtual, the 2024
meeting will be in Boston.

2023 TBD Hawaii, joint with JPS

2024 6-10 October Boston, MA

The dates include the pre-meeting workshops, which
are normally held in conjunction with the DNP Fall
Meetings. These workshops, organized by the local
organizing committee, have been a tradition at the
DNP Fall Meetings since they began with the 1986
Vancouver meeting. All meeting attendees are welcome
and encouraged to come. It has been the intention of
the DNP Executive Committee that these “workshops”
should have broad appeal, with introductory pedagogical
talks for the benefit of those who have come primarily
for the DNP meeting but want to take the opportunity
to learn about a field important to the local community.

7.2. APS Spring Meetings

The dates for the next two April meetings are given be-
low. The DNP prepares a program for these spring meet-

ings as well, with invited sessions often organized jointly
with other units. The meeting is an excellent opportu-
nity to learn about new research and discoveries made
by other units. The plenary session has often included
Nobel laureates in physics. The DNP program commit-
tee also prepares mini-symposia for these meetings. The
DNP prize sessions include talks by the Bethe, Bonner
and Feshbach Prize winners. The DNP also holds a com-
bined business meeting and town hall during the April
meeting, with introduction of the new DNP Fellows and
change of unit officers.

2023 15-18 April Minneapolis, MN

2024 TBD TBD

Any comments/suggestions regarding the April meet-
ing should be sent to APS Director of Meetings, Hunter
Clemens (clemens@aps.org).

7.2.1. 2023 APS April Meeting

The APS is currently planning for an all in-person event
in Minneapolis, 15-18 April 2023 with a separate virtual
meeting 24-26 April. The in person part of the meeting
will be held at the Hilton Minneapolis, 1001 Marquette
Avenue South, Minneapolis.

The April meeting encapsulates the full range of phys-
ical scales, from “Quarks to the Cosmos”. Research will
be presented by speakers from the 20 participating units
including particle physics, nuclear physics, astrophysics,
and gravitation.

The in-person meeting will include the award ses-
sions, invited sessions, mini-symposia, and contributed
sessions. All sessions will be recorded and posted on-
line for virtual (and in person) participants to watch for
90 days after the meeting. The virtual meeting will in-
clude virtual presentations in (primarily) contributed ses-
sions, although some more general, keynote-style talks
are planned. In person participants can also join the
virtual meeting. Participants submitting abstracts must
decide, by the end of the abstract submission deadline,
whether they will attend in person or remotely. Once
the submission deadline has passed, it will no longer be
possible to change the attendance type.

For more information on the meeting and the benefits
of both types of participation, go to the APS April
meeting website: https://april.aps.org.

Abstracts: The submission deadline is 9 January 2023.

Registration: The early registration deadline will be
February 2023.

Booking: The deadline for the APS rate, $189/night,
is 20 March 2023.

mailto:clemens@aps.org
https://april.aps.org
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VIII. CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHIES

NOMINATIONS FOR VICE-CHAIR (vote for 1)

JEFF BLACKMON: Dept. of Physics and Astron-
omy Chair (2020-), Russell B. Long Professor (2014-),
Professor (2011-), Associate Professor (2007-2011),
Louisiana State University; Staff Scientist (1997-2007),
Physics Division, Oak Ridge National Lab; Postdoctoral
researcher (1995-1997), ORNL/UNC-CH; Ph.D. (1994),
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill. Prof Black-
mon studies nuclear properties that are important for
understanding astrophysical environments, particularly
stellar explosions and transients. He specializes in devel-
oping new techniques with radioactive ion beams, such
as the Array for Nuclear Astrophysics and Structure
with Exotic Nuclei (ANASEN) that he developed in
collaboration with Florida State University. He was a
founding member of the Separator for Capture Reac-
tions (SECAR) Collaboration and manager for its focal
plane systems. He also studies beta decay and neutron
capture using total absorption spectroscopy techniques.
Notable service and recognition include: DNP Annual
Meeting Local Organizing Committee Chair (2022,
2020); DNP Executive Committee (2019-2021); Triangle
Univ. Nuclear Lab Advisory Committee (2020-2021);
DOE Office of Nuclear Physics Committee of Visitors
(2016 and 2013); Nuclear Science Advisory Committee
(2011-2013); National Nuclear Physics Summer School
Steering Committee (2010-2013, chair 2012); APS Fellow
(2012); NSF Committee of Visitors and Nuclear Physics
Subpanel Chair (2012); TRIUMF NP-EEC (2008-2011);
FRIB Users’ Executive Committee (2008-2011); National
Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory Users’ Executive
Committee (2007-2010, chair 2010); Holifield Radioac-
tive Ion Beam Facility Program Advisory Committee
(2005-2010); DNP Program Committee (2003-2004);
HRIBF Users’ Executive Committee (2003); Presiden-
tial Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers
(2002). His leadership in DEIA issues at LSU includes
administering the first departmental climate survey and
institutionalizing a standing DEIA committee.

JIM NAPOLITANO: Professor of Physics at
Temple University with research in Experimental Nu-
clear Physics (2014-present); Physics Department Chair
(2015-2021); Professor of Physics at Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute (1999-2013); Vice Provost for Information
Technology (2000-2002); Associate Professor of Physics
(1996-1999); Assistant Professor of Physics (1992-1996);
Staff Scientist at CEBAF (now Jefferson Lab) and
CEBAF Assistant Professor of Physics at William and
Mary (1988-1992); Staff Scientist at Argonne National
Laboratory Physics Division (1983-1988); Postdoctoral
Researcher at Argonne National Laboratory Physics
Division (1982-1983); PhD in Physics from Stanford
University (1982); BS in Physics from Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute (1977). Elected APS Fellow through

DNP “For contributions to fundamental problems
of nature through experiments in nuclear physics”
(2011); Jefferson Lab Program Advisory Committee
(2014-2019), Chair (2015-2019); Co-organizer 2014 Hot
& Cold QCD Nuclear Physics Long Range Plan Town
Meeting at Temple University; Member of Physical
Review C Editorial Board (2017-2020); Member of
the Franklin Institute Committee on Science & The
Arts (2021-present); Originating member of the Stuart
Jay Freedman Award in Experimental Nuclear Physics
Committee (2016-2017); Member of the JLab Users
Organization Nominating Committee (2021-present);
Member of the Organizing Committee for the 2020
APS/AAPT Physics Chairs Conference; Member, DOE
NP Committee of Visitors (2010); Member, DOE
NP Topical Collaborations in Theory Review Panel
(2009); Chair, NSF Physics Frontier Review Panels
at Hampton University (2007) and the University of
Chicago (2009); Chair, JLab Experimental Readiness
Review for Hall C (2016); Member DOE Site Visit Panel
for MIT LNS (2016); Chair of the Pacific Northwest
National Laboratory Nuclear Physics, Particle Physics,
Astrophysics, and Cosmology (NPAC) Initiative Advi-
sory Committee (2016-2021); Member of the DOE NP
Science & Technology Review Panel for Jefferson Lab
(2012, 2022). Experiments over the years have covered
a broad range of topics in nuclear physics, generally
aimed at measurements for which theory or models have
definite, testable predictions. These include experiments
on the structure of light nuclei, few body dynamics with
intermediate energy photon beams, neutrino oscillation
searches with beam-stop and nuclear reactor sources,
hadron spectroscopy, and nuclear astrophysics. Current
research activity is centered at Jefferson Lab on the
MOLLER experiment.

NOMINATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
(vote for 3)

MELINA AVILA-CORONADO: Physicist in the
Physics Division at Argonne National Laboratory since
2021. She received a bachelor’s degree in physics from
the Autonomous University of Nuevo Leon, Mexico, in
2007. In 2009 she received a M.S. in physics from the
Florida State University and a Ph.D. degree in 2013
with research focus in Experimental Nuclear Physics.
In 2014 she joined Argonne National Laboratory as a
postdoctoral appointee and in 2016 she was hired as
an Assistant Physicist. Dr. Avila’s research field is
low energy experimental nuclear physics focused on the
study of reactions relevant for Nuclear Astrophysics.
In particular, the study of alpha-induced reactions of
importance in several astrophysical scenarios and the
study of cluster phenomena in nuclei. She is a recipient
of a 2021 DOE Early Career Research Program award.
She has served on a broad range of user and scientific
committees. She is currently serving on the FRIB
User Organization executive committee since 2019;
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secretary starting in 2022. At present (since 2019),
she is a Member-at-Large of the Executive committee
of the APS Topical Group on Few-Body Systems and
Multiparticle Dynamics. She has been a co-organizer of
the working group on Nuclear Astrophysics at the Low
Energy Community Meeting since 2016. In 2020 she
became a member of the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Committee in the Physics Division at Argonne National
Laboratory.

CATHERINE DEIBEL: Associate Professor at
Louisiana State University (2017 - present); Assistant
Professor LSU (2011-2017); Visiting Research Associate
for the Joint Institute of Nuclear Astrophysics, Michi-
gan State University at Argonne National Laboratory
(2008 - 2011); Ph.D. Yale University (2008). Broadly,
her research interests are in experimental nuclear as-
trophysics, determining reaction rates of interest for
understanding nucleosynthesis with a focus on explosive
stellar environments. She has experimental programs
at a variety of accelerator facilities including Argonne
National Laboratory, the John D. Fox Laboratory at
Florida State University, FRIB, and TRIUMF Labora-
tory. Additionally, she has served on the Experiment
Evaluation Committee at TRIUMF (2014-2020) and
the Program Advisory Committee at the National
Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory (2018-2020),
as well as on the FRIB (2017-2019), ATLAS (ANL)
(2016-2019), and TRIUMF (2012-2014) User Executive
Committees. Service to the DNP includes the DNP
nominating committee (2018-2019), the DNP Program
Committee (2019-2021), and the Local Organizing Com-
mittees for the DNP 2020 and 2022 meetings. She is also
active in Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility
(DEIA) efforts, including chairing her departmental
DEIA committee and as the institutional represen-
tative for her department’s APS IDEA team. More
generally, she believes in creating a welcoming and inclu-
sive climate where everyone in nuclear physics can thrive.

JONATHAN ENGLE: Associate Professor of Medical
Physics and Radiology and affiliated in Chemistry and
Engineering Physics at the University of Wisconsin –
Madison. He received his B.Sc. in Physics from the
University of Utah in 2006 and his Ph.D. in Medical
Physics from the University of Wisconsin in 2011. He
joined Los Alamos National Laboratory as a postdoc-
toral researcher in 2012 and was awarded the Frederick
Reines Fellowship in experimental science in 2014.
He converted to Scientist and received a Los Alamos
National Laboratory Early Career Award in 2015. He
returned to the University of Wisconsin as an Assistant
Professor in 2016 and was promoted to Associate
Professor in 2021. In 2019 he received the Presidential
Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers.
He served on the User Group Executive Committee
of the LANSCE accelerator from 2014-2017, on the
Society for Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging’s

Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Council from 2019-2021,
the Workshop on Targetry and Target Chemistry’s
(WTTC) International Advisory Committee since 2016,
Chaired and Organized the WTTC’s 2016 semi-annual
meeting, and served on the advisory committee of the
2016 and 2018 Targeted Alpha Therapy Meeting, the
2022 Terachem Meeting, and the 2022 International
Symposium on Radiopharmaceutical Sciences Meeting.
He has reviewed for over 30 international publications
and over a dozen international funding agencies and
been an invited participant in seven Coordinated Re-
search Programs of the International Atomic Energy
Agency. He has mentored 18 graduate students and
postdocs. His research is focused on nuclear reactions
for the production, radiochemistry, and application of
positron- and low energy electron-emitting radionuclides.

SHELLY LESHER: Professor of Physics and Chair
at the University of Wisconsin, La Crosse Department
of Physics and Astronomy, and Guest Professor at
the University of Notre Dame. She received a B.A. in
Physics from Indiana University South Bend and her
Ph.D. in Physics from the University of Kentucky. She
was a postdoctoral fellow at KU Leuven in Belgium
and Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. She
has been a Presidential Fellow and Visiting Associate
Professor of Physics at Yale University. Her research is
funded by the NSF and currently focuses on studying
low-energy vibrational structure in rare-earth nuclei
using a variety of techniques at ARUNA labs. Since
2010, Lesher has called the Institute for Structure and
Nuclear Astrophysics at the University of Notre Dame
her “home” laboratory working with collaborators on
training students and detector development. In the last
5 years, she has mentored 14 undergraduate students,
all of which have gone on to pursue advanced STEM
degrees. She is committed to student success and
diversity, equity, and inclusion in workforce development
and at all levels of education. At her institution, she
serves as the McNair Scholars Program Director, which
aids students underrepresented in graduate education to
pursue and succeed in earning PhDs. She is the Director
of the DNP Conference Experience for Undergraduate
(CEU) Program (2016-pres). She is a member of the
APS National Mentoring Community. She is the creator
and host of “My Nuclear Life” a podcast which brings
nuclear science to the general public. Additional service
to the APS includes the Leroy Apker Award Selec-
tion Committee (2019-2022), DNP Mentoring Award
Committee (2020-pres), DNP Fellowship Committee
(2021-pres), DNP Education Committee (2018-2020),
APS Committee on International Freedom of Scientists
(CIFS) (2017-2020). She is also on the Nuclear Physics
Long-Range-Plan writing committee. She was named a
fellow of the APS in 2020.

BJOERN SCHENKE: Senior Scientist in the Physics
Department of Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL)
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and Adjunct Professor at Stony Brook University. He
received his Ph.D. in Theoretical Physics from Goethe
Universität in Frankfurt, Germany in 2008. After
post-doctoral appointments at McGill University and
BNL, he became a staff scientist at BNL in 2013,
and received tenure in 2017. Schenke’s research is
focused on quantum chromodynamics, in particular
on the properties of strongly interacting matter under
extreme conditions. This includes the phenomenology
of relativistic heavy ion collisions and the properties
of nuclei at high energy, including the physics of dense
gluon systems, relevant for the initial state in heavy ion
collisions and the physics program at a future Electron
Ion Collider (EIC). He is an author or co-author of
over 150 publications with more than 10,000 citations.
Schenke is a Fellow of the American Physical Society
and received the Zimanyi Medal in Nuclear Theory in
2017, a DOE Early Career Award in 2014, and the
IUPAP Young Scientist Prize for Nuclear Physics in
2013. Schenke has co-organized several workshops,
programs, and conferences, including recent editions
of the Hot Quarks Workshop for Early Career Heavy
Ion Physicists. He has served on a National Science
Foundation panel, and the international advisory com-
mittee for the Zimanyi School on Heavy Ion Physics.
He is a mentor in DOE’s Science Graduate Student
Research (SCGSR) program, has mentored a student in
the new BNL-MSI Fellowship Program, a part of the
DOE NP Traineeship pilot program, and several high
school students in BNL’s High School Research Program
(HSRP). Schenke is a convener of the 2022 QCD Town
Hall Meeting and White Paper, and a member of the
NSAC Long Range PlanWriting Committee (2022-2023).

KATE SCHOLBERG: Arts and Sciences Distin-
guished Professor of Physics and Bass Fellow at Duke
University. She earned a B.Sc. in physics from McGill
University in 1989 and a Ph.D. from the California
Institute of Technology in 1997. After a postdoctoral
position at Boston University and a junior faculty
positon at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
she joined Duke University in 2004. Her research inter-
ests are at the intersection of particle physics, nuclear
physics and astrophysics, and are centered in neutrino
physics, including neutrino oscillations, neutrinos from
astrophysical sources, and neutrino interactions. She
is a collaborator on the Super-Kamiokande and Tokai-
to-Kamioka (T2K) experiments in Japan and the Deep
Underground Neutrino Experiment in the US. She serves
as spokesperson of the COHERENT experiment at Oak
Ridge National Laboratory. She is a co-founder of the
SuperNova Early Warning System, an international
network of neutrino detectors. She was a recipient of
DOE Outstanding Junior Investigator Award and an
NSF Early Career Award. She became a Fellow of the
APS in 2013 and in 2022 was elected to the National
Academy of Sciences. She has served on the High
Energy Physics Advisory Panel (2007-2010), Particle

Physics Project Prioritization Panel (2013-2014), the
Nuclear Science Advisory Committee (2013-2015), the
Fermilab Physics Advisory Committee (2016-2019) and
the Institute for Nuclear Theory National Advisory
Committee (2018-2020). She currently serves on the
National Academy of Sciences Committee on Astronomy
and Astrophysics (2019-2022) and the CERN Scientific
Policy Committee (2021-2024). She served as Member
at Large for the American Physical Society Division of
Particles and Fields Executive Committee from 2010-
2012 and as Secretary/Treasurer from 2016-2018. She
also served on the APS Conference for Undergraduate
Women in Physics National Organizing Committee
Chair line (2015-2018). She served as “Snowmass”
Community Planning Neutrino Frontier Co-Convener,
2020-2022.

NOMINATIONS FOR EARLY CAREER MEMBER
(vote for 1)

ANDREA RICHARD: Postdoctoral researcher in
the Nuclear and Chemical Sciences Division at Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory. She obtained her B.S.
degree in Physics and Mathematics with minors in
English and Engineering from Muskingum University in
2011, and her M.S. degree in 2014 from Ohio University,
where her focus was neutron time-of-flight spectroscopy
of the deuteron breakup reaction. Andrea received the
DOE Office of Science for Graduate Student Research
(SCGSR) fellowship during her Ph.D. which she obtained
from Ohio University in 2018 focusing on in-beam and
β-delayed gamma-ray spectroscopy of the A = 33 isobars
in the N = 20 Island of Inversion. After obtaining her
Ph.D., Andrea worked at the National Superconducting
Cyclotron Laboratory (NSCL) at Michigan State Uni-
versity as a Nuclear Science and Security Consortium
Postdoctoral Fellow. Her work was primarily related to
indirect neutron-capture constraints for the astrophys-
ical i-process (intermediate neutron-capture process)
using the beta-Oslo method at facilities like the NSCL
and Argonne National Laboratory. As a postdoctoral
researcher at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory,
Andrea is focusing on using the surrogate-reaction
technique to constrain neutron-capture cross sections
for the strontium isotopes. Andrea is actively involved
in mentoring, policy advocacy, outreach, and diversity,
equity, and inclusion initiatives, and was recently the
recipient of the APS Five Sigma Physicist Award for
outstanding policy advocacy. Andrea has been engaged
in leadership within the APS by serving as an elected
Member-At-Large of the Eastern Great Lakes Section
of the APS from 2018-2021 and currently serves as the
Secretary/Treasurer of the LLNL APS Chapter.

AGNIESZKA SORENSEN: Postdoctoral scholar
at the Institute for Nuclear Theory, University of
Washington. She earned her Ph.D. in theoretical nuclear
physics based on work performed both at University of
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California, Los Angeles, and at the Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory. Her research interests focus on
the nuclear matter equation of state and developing
simulations of heavy-ion collisions to extract properties
of hot and dense nuclear matter. Agnieszka is a recipient
of the 2020 UCLA Dissertation Year Fellowship and the
2023 APS Dissertation Award in Nuclear Physics. She is
currently serving her second year as a Student/Postdoc
member of the RHIC/AGS Users’ Executive Committee.
In that role she co-organized the Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion workshop at the 2022 RHIC/AGS Users’
Annual Meeting. She is also serving her first year as
a Postdoc member of the Physics Department Climate
and Diversity committee at the University of Washing-
ton. In the context of the nuclear physics workforce,
Agnieszka is interested in the effects that gender and
race dynamics have on the scientific workplace, and
in particular in meaningful ways of addressing cur-
rent disparities in the academic experiences of majority
and minority members of the nuclear physics community.

IX. OTHER FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

Meeting organizers who wish to have their meetings
advertised in the DNP newsletter should contact the

DNP Secretary-Treasurer.

9.1. DIS2023

DIS 2023, the 30th in the series of annual workshops on
deep-inelastic scattering (DIS) and related subjects, will
take place at Michigan State University in East Lansing,
MI, USA from Monday, March 27, to Friday, March 31,
2023. The conference covers a large spectrum of topics
in high-energy and nuclear physics. The program will
feature theoretical advances and the most recent results
from large experiments at BNL, CERN, DESY, FNAL,
JLab, KEK and more. More information can be found on
the conference website, which will be updated regularly:
https://web.pa.msu.edu/conf/DIS2023/. Early registra-
tion and abstract submission open on November 1, 2022.
If you need to contact the organizing committee, please
send an email to the conference chairm Huey-Wen Lin at
hwlin@pa.msu.edu.

https://web.pa.msu.edu/conf/DIS2023/
mailto: hwlin@pa.msu.edu
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