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FIAP 2025 election results  
The results are in for the annual FIAP election and four officers have been elected. Our thanks to all the 
candidates who ran, and best wishes to these four who won their elections. Thanks also to the Nominating 
Committee and Deniz Ertas, the Election Coordinator, for their work to complete the election. 
 
Vice Chair: Judith Olson, HRL Laboratories,  LinkedIn 
The major responsibility of the Vice Chair is organizing the FIAP sessions for the annual March Meeting / 
Global Physics Summit program. Judith will be responsible for the FIAP program for the 2027 conference in 
Atlanta assisted by past FIAP organizers. The Vice Chair progresses each year through Chair Elect, Chair, and 
Past Chair positions on the FIAP Executive Committee.  
 
Secretary-Treasurer: Lauren Aycock, BAE Systems,  LinkedIn 
Lauren has served as Secretary-Treasurer for the past 3 years and volunteered to serve again for the next 
three years. The FIAP Bylaws allowed her to run unopposed. The Executive Committee will benefit from her 
experience and knowledge about the workings of APS. Thank you Lauren! 
 
Members-at-Large 
These people serve on the FIAP Executive Committee and fill a variety of roles in awarding prizes, planning 
the program at the March Meeting / Global Physics Summit, and providing perspective on issues affecting 
industrial and applied physics. They will serve for three years ending March 2029: 

• Yabin Fan, Western Digital  LinkedIn 
• R Bharath Venkatesh, ExxonMobil Technology  LinkedIn 

Our thanks to all the candidates who ran, and best wishes to these four who were elected. 
 
 
  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/judith-olson/
https://engage.aps.org/fiap/governance/executive-committee/committee-members?Execute=1
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lauren-aycock-3a0873133/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yabin-fan-2a887148/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rbharathvenkatesh/


Pake Prize winner:  Jay Gambetta  LinkedIn 
Jay Gambetta of IBM is the 2026 winner of the APS Pake Prize. He is the Director of 
Research and an IBM Fellow. The citation is for expert leadership in fundamental 
science, particularly the development and deployment of quantum computing 
technologies, as well as making quantum computing available for researchers around 
the world. 
 
This prize recognizes outstanding work by physicists combining original research 
accomplishments with leadership in the management of research or development in 
industry. The prize is administered by FIAP and consists of $10,000, a certificate, and 
registration waiver to attend the APS meeting at which the prize will be presented. It 
will be presented biennially in even-numbered years. More information on the Pake 
Prize Website.  
Nominations for the 2028 award will open in the near future, deadline June 1, 2027. 
 
 
FIAP Career Lectureship Award: Gil Travish  LinkedIn 
This year the Career Lectureship Award winner is Gil Travish,  the Founder & CEO 
of ViBo Health. He was recognized for research and development within academic 
and industry settings in medical devices and the dissemination of this work to the 
general public and entrepreneurial students. Gil will give at least three lectures 
during his term. The presentations should be delivered at a national APS 
conference, a sectional APS conference, and other venues, such as physics 
department colloquia.  You can find more information about Gil at the link below.  
 
This award is administered by FIAP and the Committee on Careers and Professional 
Development. You can find more information about the award including a link to 
nominate someone by June 1 on this webpage. 
Note: This award is partly funded by support from the physics community. You or 
your institution can make a contribution at this link. Please help us to maintain this 
excellent outreach to educate students about careers in the private sector. 
 
2025 Fellows nominated by FIAP 
APS has announced the new APS Fellows for 2025 including six people nominated by FIAP. They will be 
recognized at the Global Physics Summit in March in Denver. Congratulations to all these new APS Fellows!  
A complete listing of all APS Fellows nominated by FIAP can be found at this link. 
 
Xavier Moya  Founder and Director Barocal, also University of Cambridge   LinkedIn 
For pioneering work on the development of caloric materials and prototypes, which are environmentally friendly 
solid state cooling technologies. 
 
Anne Matsuura  Director of Quantum & Molecular Technologies, Intel Labs  LinkedIn 
For exceptional contributions to quantum science and technology and outstanding professional society 
leadership. 
 
Leo J. Schowalter  Chief Technology Officer, Visium UltraLabs  LinkedIn 
For leadership in the development of ultrawide bandgap semiconductor technology based on single crystal 
aluminum nitride (AlN) crystal growth and subsequent pseudomorphic epitaxial growth of nitride semiconductor 
layers on the resulting AlN substrates. 
 
Hal Edwards  TI Fellow, Texas Instruments  LinkedIn 
For integrating physics research with the needs and concerns of the semiconductor industry, especially 
initiating and participating in research partnerships between industry and academia that have led to widely 
used technologies, and for advocating for the role of physicists in industry. 
 
Sarah Sheldon Senior Manager, Quantum Theory and Capabilities, IBM  LinkedIn 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jay-gambetta-a274753a/
https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/prizes/pake.cfm
https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/prizes/pake.cfm
https://www.linkedin.com/in/giltravish/
https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/prizes/applications.cfm
https://www.aps.org/about/support/fiap-career-lectureship-award
https://www.aps.org/funding-recognition/aps-fellowship/fiap-fellowship
https://www.linkedin.com/in/xavier-moya-844a56299/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annematsuura/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leojschowalter/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hal-edwards-41675910/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarah-sheldon-5441257a/


For seminal contributions to the realization and application of practical quantum computing. 
 
Aaswath P. Raman  Co-Founder at SkyCool Systems, also UCLA  LinkedIn 
For fundamental advances in thermal photonics and the development of radiative cooling, including the first 
demonstration of daytime radiative cooling and its integration into energy systems. 
 
Ken Hass Outstanding Student Paper Award- nominations due by mid-February 
Every year FIAP awards a $1000 prize for a paper presented by a student (graduate or undergraduate) at the 
March Meeting. The student nominated for the award must be the lead author of the paper and must present 
the paper at the APS March meeting, with a subject matter pertinent to applied industrial physics. The nominee 
must be a student at the time of the submission deadline for the meeting. A letter of nomination from the 
student’s faculty advisor or industrial/government lab mentor must be received by mid-February, 2026, and 
self-nominations are not accepted. Students, talk to your advisor/mentor to see if you can be nominated for this 
award! More information and details at this link.  
 
 
Global Physics Summit March 15-20, 2026 in Denver 
The second Global Physics Summit will be held March 15-20 in 
Denver. Last year was the first time for the GPS which combines 
the March and April meetings. You can still get Early Registration 
link until Jan 29!  As usual FIAP will host multiple sessions and 
other activities.  Here’s some details: 
• FIAP Sessions 
FIAP Vice Chair Jinghua Guo and other advisors have organized a 
full program including 8 invited sessions, 1 focus session, and 
many sessions with contributed papers. FIAP is also sponsoring 
many other sessions in partnership with other units. Check out the 
scientific program and plan to learn more about the latest advances 
in many topics including quantum computing, navigation 
innovations, and cryogenic cooling. Plan ahead as there are many 
parallel sessions! 
• Lunch with Experts and other Career Events 
This is one of MANY career-focused opportunities at GPS. At this lunch you’ll talk with an experienced physicist over a 
simple box lunch. You must sign up at the information desk, and do this early since there’s very limited attendance. 
FIAP will sponsor several tables. Another annual highlight is the Meet Your Future career panel where a panel of 
physicists will share their experiences in non-academic careers with plenty of time for questions. The Careers Team 
will present many other opportunities to learn about Physics Careers. Explore your options! 
• FIAP Reception 
This reception is an annual highlight on Thursday evening. Check the schedule for time and location. It’s a great 
opportunity for networking and catching up with colleagues. See you there! 
• Industry Room 
Denver will be the second time that the Industry Room will be active. A series of Sessions will be featured in 
one of two tracks: General Industry and Entrepreneurship. You can find information about these sessions and 
other industry-focused events on the Industry Events webpage.  
 
 
APS 2026 Legislative Priorities and Congressional Visits Day 
Each year, APS leadership and the Government Affairs Office roll out key legislative priorities important to the overall 
physics enterprise for which APS leader and members advocate with policy makers. 
 
This year’s key policy topics are: 
 
1.      Federal investment in research and development 
2.      Visas and immigration for STEM 
3.      Federal guidelines for competitive graduate student and postdoc compensation 
4.      Broadening the domestic STEM workforce 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/aaswath/
https://engage.aps.org/fiap/honors/prizes-awards/hass
https://summit.aps.org/
https://summit.aps.org/schedule/?c=eyJldCI6Ikludml0ZWQgU2Vzc2lvbiIsInPEhCJGSUFQIn0
https://summit.aps.org/schedule/
https://summit.aps.org/smt/2026/events/EVM-L52
https://summit.aps.org/industry-day/


5.      National Quantum Initiative Act reauthorization 
An essential component of APS’ overall advocacy effort happens during the “Congressional Visits Day.”   The 
Congressional Visits Day (CVD) February 3-4, 2026 link kicks off the APS Annual Leadership Meeting, which will take 
place February 4–6, 2026  link.  
 
The CVD brings together dozens of APS members who visit Capitol Hill to advocate on behalf of the physics 
community.  CVD represents an essential component of APS’ overall advocacy strategy, as meetings between 
constituents with congressional staffers have proven to be one of the most effective ways by which citizens can 
influence policy makers.  Moreover, personal stories from constituents have long been seen as being particularly 
effective! 
 
CVD meetings are held in the congressional members’ Capitol Hill offices, typically with members of the professional 
staff.  (Although, occasionally, we get the opportunity to speak one of the members!)  Because of the central role in 
advancing the U.S. economy through physics, stories and anecdotes that FIAP members bring to congress can be 
especially important.  Accordingly, I encourage FIAP members to consider participating in future Congressional Visit 
Days.  
 
I have participated in CVD several times and found it to be not only professionally rewarding but a terrific way to meet 
colleagues and enhance one’s professional network.  It’s also quite interesting and a lot of fun! 
This article was provided by Jim Adams, the FIAP representative on the APS Council and POPA 
 
APS Jobs Board free listings for internships or summer placements 
Do you have an internship, REU, or Fellowship opening in your company, lab, or institute? Soon it will be time 
to recruit for summer 2026, and the APS Physics Jobs Center is an ideal place to advertise to an audience of 
physics students. Better yet, there’s no charge!  It’s easy to list your position, just follow the directions at this 
link. 
Undergraduate and graduate students can find existing openings at these two links: REU  Industry & Nat’l 
Labs. As I write this, there’s more than 60 internship openings listed! Here’s an additional list of internships 
with 34 openings at present. Some but not all are found on the previous two links.  
Career counselors highly recommend an internship as an excellent way to check out areas where students 
might want to work. Take a look and see if you can find the next step in your path to a physics career! 
Note: REU = Research Experience for Undergraduates 
 
Suggestions for the Newsletter are welcome, comments too. 
Please email the Newsletter Editor Steven Lambert at SELsanjose@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aps.org/events/2026/congressional-visits-day
https://www.aps.org/events/2026/annual-leadership-meeting
https://www.aps.org/about/leadership/council-of-representatives
https://www.aps.org/about/governance/committees/popa
https://www.physicsworldjobs.com/employer/bf8de18b-2bdd-4393-9aa7-6d86b4c90338/aps-physics-jobs-internships-reus-and-fellowships/hub/for-employers
https://www.physicsworldjobs.com/employer/bf8de18b-2bdd-4393-9aa7-6d86b4c90338/aps-physics-jobs-internships-reus-and-fellowships/hub/university-internships-and-reus
https://www.physicsworldjobs.com/employer/bf8de18b-2bdd-4393-9aa7-6d86b4c90338/aps-physics-jobs-internships-reus-and-fellowships/hub/national-labs-industry-other-inte
https://www.physicsworldjobs.com/employer/bf8de18b-2bdd-4393-9aa7-6d86b4c90338/aps-physics-jobs-internships-reus-and-fellowships/hub/national-labs-industry-other-inte
https://www.apsphysicsjobs.com/jobs/internships-research-experiences/

