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Chair’s Welcome 
The 2021 March Meeting was a unique one and my special thanks to Pinar Ackora, Program 
Chair 2021, and Amalie Frischknecht, DPOLY Chair ’20 – ’21, for their efforts to make it a 
success. Special thanks to Murugappan Muthukumar and Steve Hudson for their long-standing 
service to the DPOLY community.  
The planning for the 2022 March Meeting is underway and Brad Olsen, the Program Chair, is 
seeking your ideas for Focus Sessions and Invited Sessions (deadline: June 1, 2021). The 
nominations for the Polymer Physics Prize, the Dillon Medal and APS Fellowship are open with 
a deadline of June 1, 2021. Please identify excellent candidates for these important recognitions 
and submit these nominations. 
DPOLY continues to be an incredibly vibrant and diverse community thanks to the broad and 
diverse membership and a spirit of inclusion. Be sure to renew your membership in DPOLY and 
encourage your friends, colleagues and students to join or renew their membership in DPOLY.  
A strong membership base for DPOLY is the cornerstone for the outstanding programing, award 
and fellowship programs, and the positive efforts to improve diversity and inclusion. 
 
Sincerely 
Ramanan Krishnamoorti 
 
 
Award Nominations DUE JUNE 1, 2021 
Please consider nominating your colleagues for the following 2022 DPOLY Honors: 

• Polymer Physics Prize (https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/prizes/polymer.cfm) 
• John H. Dillon Medal (https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/prizes/dillon.cfm) 
• APS Fellowship (https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/fellowships/) 

 
For complete information, see https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/nomination.cfm. Note that 
self-nominations are not accepted.  
     Nominators need not be APS members, however, all DPOLY awards require active APS 
membership at the time of nomination and DPOLY unit affiliation.  
     We sincerely encourage nomination a diverse pool of candidates, including women, members 
of under-represented minority groups, and scientists outside of the U.S. Fellowship nomination 
packages typically require at least two letters, whereas Polymer Physics Prize and Dillon Medal 
nomination typically include a nomination letter and three supporting letters. Note that each 
member can support only one nominee for each award in a given year. Nominations are typically 
considered over a two-year period, with the option of updating carryover nomination packages 
by the June 1 deadline.  

https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/prizes/polymer.cfm
https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/prizes/dillon.cfm
https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/fellowships/
https://www.aps.org/programs/honors/nomination.cfm


    Complete nomination packages should be submitted through the online APS Honors 
portal by no later than June 1, 2021: https://aps-awards.smapply.io  
 
 
THE YEAR IN REVIEW: 2021 Virtual March Meeting 
     We had a busy virtual March meeting, with 66 DPOLY-led sessions, including 48 DPOLY 
focus sessions, and a total of 969 DPOLY abstracts. Aside from a few technical hiccups, most of 
the sessions went well with some Focus Sessions drawing in excess of 750 online participants.  
     Many thanks to 2021 DPOLY Program Chair Prof. Pinar Akcora for putting together an 
outstanding DPOLY meeting schedule in a difficult year. Thanks also to our hard-working 
session chairs and organizers, and to all our speakers who helped make the meeting a success. 
 
 
Congratulations again to our 2021 DPOLY Prize Winners: 
2021 Polymer Physics Prize: Prof. Samson Jenekhe, Univ. of Washington 
2021 John H. Dillon Medal: Prof. Bryan Boudouris, Purdue University 
2021 UKPPG/DPOLY Lecture Exchange: Prof. Danielle Mai, Stanford University 
2021 Frank J. Padden, Jr. Award: Julia Early, Univ. of Minnesota 
 
This year we had 149 DPOLY posters. We thank Prof. Brad Olsen for organizing the poster 
session and competition and all of the volunteer judges who viewed the posters and interacted 
with the presenters (by any means necessary!). We are also grateful to the Journal of Polymer 
Science (Wiley) for sponsoring the Poster Prizes this year, which were awarded to: 
 
Honorable mention: Jaechul Ju, Univ. of Colorado–Boulder 
3rd prize: Peter Mastracco, Univ. of California–Irvine 
2nd prize: Ying Tan, Purdue University 
1st prize: Ameya Rao, MIT  
 
 
2021 Short Course: Macromolecular Engineering of Formulations 
The DPOLY short course on "Macromolecular Engineering of Formulations" was organized by 
Vivek Sharma and Thomas O'Connor, and took place virtually on the Saturday and Sunday prior 
to the March Meeting.  Involving 71 registered participants, this course explored the progress, 
challenges, and opportunities underlying macromolecular engineering of formulations used as 
foods, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, energy storage systems, inks, paints, and coatings. Discussion 
and questions were lively during both the course and the networking sessions on SpatialChat. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD: 2022 DPOLY March Meeting Program 
There is still time to contribute to the APS March Meeting 2022 programming! The DPOLY 
program chair Brad Olsen (bdolsen@mit.edu) is developing an excellent program for the 
DPOLY APS March Meeting 2022 in Chicago, IL. While the programming is shaping up nicely, 
Brad is open to new ideas and suggestions on specific sessions from the DPOLY community. If 
you are interested in organizing/co-organizing a Focus Session or an Invited Session, please 
email your ideas to Brad at bdolsen@mit.edu by June 1, 2021. 

https://aps-awards.smapply.io/
mailto:bdolsen@mit.edu
mailto:bdolsen@mit.edu


 
2022 Padden Award 
    If you are planning ahead for the 2022 March Meeting , please keep in mind that nominations 
for the Frank J. Padden Hr. Award are due to Prof. Ryan Hayward 
(Ryan.Hayward@colorado.edu) by the closing date for March Meeting abstract submission. 
Complete nomination packages will include: (1) a 2-page CV of the nominee, (2) a nominating 
letter addressing the quality of graduate research and academic excellence of the nominee, and 
(3) an acceptable abstract for a contributed talk in the DPOLY March Meeting Program.  
     We strongly encourage you to plan ahead and to nominate and diverse set of candidates that 
reflects the early career membership of our lively division. 
     For further details visit: https://engage.aps.org/dpoly/honors/prizes-awards/frank-padden-
award  
 
We are grateful to the University of Akron for sponsoring the finalists’ dinner and look forward 
to the 2022 Padden Award Session! 
 
2022 DPOLY Short Course: Sustainable Polymers 
The topic on “Sustainable Polymers: Physics of New Materials, Design for Sustainability, and 
End-of-Life” Is presently being planned by Ryan Hayward  (Ryan.Hayward@colorado.edu) and 
Megan Robertson (mlrobert@central.uh.edu). Feel free to reach out to them if you are interested 
in contributing to the course. 
 
Virtual Webinars and Online Content 

1. Please check out the Polymer Physics & Polymer Spectroscopy (PS3) Webinar organized 
by Rongchun Zhang (South China Univ. of Tech.), Toshikazu Miyoshi (U Akron, USA), 
and Kay Saalwächter (University of Halle-Wittenberg) 
The main information page is located here:  
http://www.physik.uni-halle.de/fachgruppen/nmr/p3s-webinar/ 
Upcoming webinars can be found here: 
http://www.physik.uni-halle.de/fachgruppen/nmr/p3s-webinar/upcoming-p3s-webinars/ 

 
 

2. The 2021 Virtual Research Seminar Series on Complex Active and Adaptive Material 
Systems organized by Rich Vaia and Nick Abbot starts from June 24. You can find more 
information at https://sites.google.com/afwerx.af.mil/adaptivematerialsworkshop/home 

 
Best regards, 
 
The DPOLY Executive Committee 

mailto:Ryan.Hayward@colorado.edu
https://engage.aps.org/dpoly/honors/prizes-awards/frank-padden-award
https://engage.aps.org/dpoly/honors/prizes-awards/frank-padden-award
mailto:Ryan.Hayward@colorado.edu
mailto:mlrobert@central.uh.edu
http://www.physik.uni-halle.de/fachgruppen/nmr/p3s-webinar/
http://www.physik.uni-halle.de/fachgruppen/nmr/p3s-webinar/upcoming-p3s-webinars/
https://sites.google.com/afwerx.af.mil/adaptivematerialsworkshop/home

