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PARK FUNDING BACKGROUNDER

ISSUE OVERVIEW:  As the National Park Service prepares for its 100th Anniversary in 2016, Congress has an extraordinary and exciting opportunity to invest in all our national treasures and begin restoring the places that so deeply inspire American families, provide healthy recreational opportunities, support local economies and create jobs, and protect America’s natural and cultural treasures.

Unfortunately, the investment is a small and declining portion of the federal budget. For instance, the entire budget for the National Park Service is a tiny 1/15th of one percent of the federal budget; in 1982, it was 1/8th. The operations account for the National Park Service has declined by 7% or $173 million in today’s dollars over the last five years. The construction account for the National Park Service has declined by 62% or $227 million in today’s dollars over the last decade. At the same time, the deferred maintenance backlog, of concern by members on both sides of the aisle, has grown to $11.5 billion.

National parks and other federal lands are not a significant contributor to the national debt, yet they can help spur the economy if they are in decent shape to greet visitors. For instance, for every dollar invested in the National Park Service yields nearly ten dollars in economic activity and national parks support nearly $27 billion in economic activity and nearly a quarter million private-sector jobs annually.

SPECIFIC ASKS: Stress to the Members of Congress you are meeting with the importance of restoring funding for federal lands.  

· Restore $239 million to the National Park Service operations account (President’s Request):
· The restoration of funds would put rangers back to work maintaining facilities, managing our parks, and keeping parks safe for visitors to enjoy in time for centennial year. It will provide an investment in day-to-day maintenance, programs to preserve and interpret civil rights history, and resources to engage a million elementary students in national parks.
· This request essentially restores the account back to FY10 levels after adjusting for inflation.  

· Restore $113 million to the National Park Service construction account (President’s Request):
· The restoration of funds would help address the deferred maintenance backlog by restoring deteriorating infrastructure such as lodges, visitor centers and park water systems. 
· This request essentially restores the account back to FY10 levels after adjusting for inflation.  

· Provide a $40 million increase for the Centennial Challenge (President’s Request):
· The Centennial Challenge is a fiscally prudent public-private partnership that leverages private dollars to match federal funds, with at least one private dollar for each federal dollar, to support projects to improve the visiting experience to our national parks. 
· It’s a proven effective program initially launched during the George W. Bush Administration, when an experimental down payment leveraged nearly $50 million in donations after an initial federal investment of $40 million. This amount reinvests in that initiative.  $10 million was federally appropriated in fiscal year 2015 and the Obama Administration also proposed a mandatory $100 million per year matching proposal like the Bush Administration proposal. 

STATUS: Both the House and Senate have drafted the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies annual appropriations bills that fund the National Park Service and other federal land management agencies.  

We initially anticipated that the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies appropriation bill would pass the House with funding levels below what is needed and with harmful policy riders that undermine efforts to provide clean water, air and protect wildlife.  The recent leadership amendment to permit Confederate flags to be displayed by private individuals at NPS managed national cemeteries may derail passage in the House. We do not expect the Senate to bring their bill to the Senate floor for debate due to the disagreements among Senators on the funding levels and policy riders.  

The 12 appropriations bills must be passed by both chambers and signed by the president prior to the start of the federal fiscal year, October 1. If that doesn’t occur, a continuing resolution must pass to keep the federal government operating until the individual or combined bills are approved.
image1.png
NATIONAL

PA

CONSERVATION
ASSOCIATION





image2.jpeg
ASSOCIATION OF PARTNERS

o 4

FOR PUBLIC LANDS





