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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SHUTTING DOWN THE GOVERNMENT HURTS 
PUBLIC LANDS, NONPROFIT PARTNERS AND JOBS  

 
Wheaton, MD – If Congress and the President do not pass the FY 2016 by midnight on October 1, America's 
public lands will close their doors for the second time in two years, negatively impacting the operational 
partners and local economies that rely on visitors and tourism.  
 
On Tuesday, September 22, the Association of Partners for Public Lands (APPL) released the following 
statement from Executive Director Dan Puskar: 
 
"Congress and the President must come together to avoid the unnecessary and pointless closure of the federal 
government and America's public lands. The potential shutdown has already diverted precious time and 
resources that land management agencies and their partners need to focus on land protection and visitor 
experiences.  
 
"America's public lands drive billions of tourism dollars into local economies, and in return these lands rely on 
dedicated nonprofit partners to provide educational programs, operate interpretive sales outlets, manage 
volunteers and cultivate private funding. A government shutdown would strip hundreds of private sector 
nonprofit employees of their paychecks as citizens are turned away from the special places they rightfully own.  
 
“A federal shutdown for just one week translates to a loss of over $5 million in revenue for APPL member 
organizations and would result in temporarily closing more than 850 retail stores, field institutes and visitor 
centers which reinvest every dollar to support local parks, refuges, forests, reservoirs and other public lands.  
 
"Unlike federal government employees who may receive their paychecks retroactively once a shutdown has 
passed, the losses by nonprofit public lands partners are irrecoverable and have a lasting impact on the health 
of organizations dedicated to preserving and enriching our most treasured landscapes and playgrounds. We 
urge Congress and the President to work together to prevent this destructive, avoidable catastrophe." 
 
About APPL 
For over 35 years, APPL has served as the national voice for nonprofit public lands partners and 
has strengthened its membership through education, information sharing and representation. 
Its membership is comprised of cooperating associations, friends groups, foundations and 
educational partners supporting federal, state and local land management agencies. Each year, 
APPL Members generate over $150 million in grants, programs and services to our nation's 
public lands. 
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