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About Immunize South Dakota



FIRST, WHO IS ISD?

OUR MISSION is to improve immunization rates 
through connection, education, and advocacy.

OUR VISION is to eliminate suffering from vaccine-preventable 
diseases.





A World Without Vaccines…
What Would That Look Like?









Let’s Not Forget We Were Just There….





Cases of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases in SD
Year-To-Date as of December 10, 2024

17,871 cases of Influenza
16,632 cases of COVID-19
258 cases of Pertussis
24 cases of Varicella
24 cases of Hib
1 case of Measles
1 case of Mpox
1 Meningococcal
1 case of Hep A

SDDOH Infectious Disease Dashboard https://doh.sd.gov/health-data-reports/data-dashboards/infectious-disease-dashboard/

https://doh.sd.gov/health-data-reports/data-dashboards/infectious-disease-dashboard/


Evolution of Vaccine Hesitancy



Vaccine hesitancy – the reluctance or refusal to vaccinate despite the availability of vaccines – threatens to reverse progress made 
in tackling vaccine-preventable diseases. Vaccination is one of the most cost-effective ways of avoiding disease – it currently 
prevents 2-3 million deaths a year, and a further 1.5 million could be avoided if global coverage of vaccinations improved. 

Vaccine Hesitancy Among Top Ten Threats to Global Health

https://www.who.int/news-room/spotlight/ten-threats-to-global-health-in-2019 

https://www.who.int/news-room/spotlight/ten-threats-to-global-health-in-2019


Vaccine Hesitancy Isn’t New…



Vaccine Hesitancy Isn’t New…But it is 
Easier to Share With a lot of People



Disinformation Dozen Profit from Misinformation

Joseph Mercola

Osteopath 
physician

Sells dietary 
supplements 

and false cures 
as alternatives to 

vaccines

Author

Sayer Ji

Runs alternative 
health website – 

membership 
fees

Co-founder of 
Stand for Health 
Freedom – hosts 

events

Rashid Buttar

Osteopath 
physician

Claims to be 
board certified 

by several 
entities, (all of 

which are listed 
as "questionable 

organizations" 
by Quackwatch)

Sherri Tenpenny

Osteopath 
physician

Book Author

Sells 
supplements, 

apparel, 
memberships

National speaker 

Ty & Charlene 
Bollinger

Run a network of 
accounts that 
market books 

and DVDs about 
vaccines, cancer 
and COVID-19

Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr.

Founder of 
Children's Health 

Defense

Author

Sells 
merchandise

Christiane 
Northrup

Obstetrics and 
gynecology 
physician

Author

National Speaker

Sells beauty 
products, 

supplements

Kelly Brogan

Practices  
“holistic 

psychiatry”

 Sells a range of 
books and 

courses

“The Disinformation Dozen: The Sequel - Center for Countering Digital Hate: CCDH.” Center for Countering Digital Hate | CCDH, CCDH, 13 May 2022, https://counterhate.com/research/disinformation-dozen-the-sequel/.  

https://counterhate.com/research/disinformation-dozen-the-sequel/


Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 

• If the Senate confirms Robert F. Kennedy Jr. as health and human services secretary and Dave 
Weldon as director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, it would elevate two 
prominent vaccine critics to the highest levels of U.S. health policymaking.

• Continues to publicly question whether vaccines cause autism.

• In his book, The Real Anthony Fauci he says: 

• that vaccinating children with COVID vaccines is “unethical” 

• that both hydroxychloroquine and ivermectin work to treat COVID

• that the hepatitis B vaccine “did not reduce hepatitis B”

•  On July 6, 2023, while appearing on a popular podcast, he said “no vaccine is safe and effective.”

• Said that the Covid-19 vaccine was “the deadliest vaccine ever made”

• On the “Health Freedom for Humanity” podcast in 2021, when asked how parents should 
respond to the CDC’s immunization schedule, he encouraged people to join him in telling 
strangers not to vaccinate their babies. 

• He stated, “When I see somebody on a hiking trail carrying a little baby, I say to him, ‘Better 
not get him vaccinated.’ If he hears it from 10 other people, maybe he won’t do it, maybe 
he will save that child.” (Offit, 2025a&b)



“It’s really easy to scare people.  
It’s really hard to unscare them.” 

- Dr. Paul Offit



Importance of Vaccines

Vaccines are a critical component of the 
battle against emerging and re-emerging 

infections. 

Pathogens are not bound by national 
borders, and local and international 

movement of people can rapidly spread 
infections. 

Increasing urbanization results in large, 
dense populations, raising the likelihood 

of infectious disease transmission and 
outbreaks. 

Climate change exposes new populations 
to vector-borne diseases and may alter 
the patterns and intensity of seasonal 

diseases. 

Infectious diseases are increasingly 
developing resistance to antibiotics and 

other antimicrobials. Preventing infection 
through immunization not only protects 
people against drug-resistant infections 
but also reduces their spread and the 

need for and use of antibiotics, thereby 
contributing to the battle against 

antimicrobial resistance.



Talking Points for Patients



Unintentional Bias



Unintentional Bias cont’d.



Unintentional Bias cont’d.



Unintentional Bias cont’d.





Perception

“You all said COVID-19 vaccines
would be 95% effective in preventing 

disease. Now we need new vaccines and 
additional doses because 

you all lied.”



We aren’t Always Vaccinating to 
Prevent 100% of Cases

Vaccines save lives and help keep people out of the hospital. They are not always 
effective at preventing all infections, but there is extensive data showing that 

vaccines prevent severe illness, hospitalization and death.



When is Not Achieving 
100% Not Good 
Enough?

How many things are 100%?
• Value of Seatbelts: 

• In 2023 91.9% of people use seatbelts

• Wearing a seat belt is the most effective 
way to prevent injury or death in crashes 
for adults and older children.

• Among drivers and front-seat passengers, 
seat belts reduce the risk of death by 45% 
and cut the risk of serious injury by 50%. 

(National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2023)



The Flu Vaccine Doesn’t Work….

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

0%
Unvaccinated

30-60%

Additional Benefits:
• Reduces the amount of time 

the individual is ill
• Less time away from 

work/school
• Reduces severity of symptoms
• Makes hospitalization and 

death unlikely

https://machinelearningparatodos.com/tratamiento-de-clases-desbalanceadas/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Things You Can Do 



Educate

https://www.immunizesd.org/

https://www.sdfamiliesforvaccines.org/

https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/

https://www.voicesforvaccines.org/

https://www.familiesfightingflu.org/

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/index.html

https://www.immunizesd.org/
https://www.sdfamiliesforvaccines.org/
https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/
https://www.voicesforvaccines.org/niam-2024/
https://www.familiesfightingflu.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/index.html


Increase access

Partner with churches, schools, community centers, or other community-centered 
organizations to offer pop-up clinics in communities and neighborhoods that lack 
resources. 

This helps remove barriers to access and provides a convenient 
and trusted setting for families to obtain essential immunizations.



Other Strategies to Help Improve Rates

Send reminders

Avoid missed opportunities

Recommend all vaccines the same way on the same day

Give a STRONG presumptive recommendation

Evaluate immunization rates

Secure next vaccine appointment before patient leaves

Implement standing orders



Registration Link

Please plan to join us for the 2nd annual Vaccine Advocacy Day on Thursday, 

February 6, 2025, from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm. We will serve lunch while sharing 

vaccine information with our lawmakers. We hope you can help us be a vital 

presence in Pierre as our vaccination rates continue to decrease across the state.

As one person, you have the power to inspire, educate, and influence change. 

Together, we're an unstoppable force for good! Come have a fun day of learning, 

speaking up, and making history as we build our state's pro-vaccine movement to 

protect lives and futures.

https://www.sdfamiliesforvaccines.org/2025dayofadvocacy?emci=a8d37328-608a-ef11-8474-6045bda8aae9&emdi=4085b7a5-698a-ef11-8474-6045bda8aae9&ceid=9223
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimmunizesd.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df9fe06ea14356db8018c975c2%26id%3Da9f6c3477b%26e%3D4c6ea258f4&data=05%7C02%7Cexecutivedirector%40immunizesd.org%7Ca4da0c2496754f179a2208dd05c4aaf7%7Cece0d98556c24fca8b094cc715bfe16d%7C0%7C0%7C638673064897083761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zT79qk4mzd7rn476ozpwVfODbLZrbc0OXqeZhlVB6ec%3D&reserved=0


ISD currently has 95 members 
from 43 organizations across 
22 communities.

New members are 
always welcome!

It takes a team!



Dani Gullickson, Executive Director

 executivedirector@immunizesd.org

 www.immunizesd.org

 Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 

   @ImmunizeSD

Connect with ISD

mailto:executivedirector@immunizesd.org
http://www.immunizesd.org/
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