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Abbreviations and Terminology

• CDC - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

• FDA – U.S. Food and Drug Administration

• FWBD – Food and Waterborne Disease

• OEHS – West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources (DHHR), Office 

of Environmental Health Services

• OEPS –  DHHR’s Office of Epidemiology and Prevention Services

• OLS – DHHR’s Office of Laboratory Services

• WVEDSS – West Virginia Electronic Disease Surveillance System

• LD – Legionnaires’ disease

• PF— Pontiac Fever



Legionellosis- How is it spread?



Legionellosis- Who is at increased risk?



Legionnaires’ Disease and Pontiac Fever



Testing



Treatment and Complications



Legionella National Surveillance



Legionella National Surveillance



Legionella National Surveillance



West Virginia Legionella Burden and Trends



West Virginia Legionella Data 2023



Legionella Prevention



Where does Legionella Grow in Buildings?



Legionella Growth: Disinfectants



Legionella Growth: Temperature



Legionella Growth: Other Factors



Federal Requirement to Reduce Legionella Risk



Water Management Program Team



Water Management Program Flow Diagram



Identify Areas for Growth and Spread



Monitoring Control Measures



Control Measures and Corrective Actions



Corrective Actions Example



Corrective Actions Example



Corrective Actions Example



Legionella Healthcare-associated Outbreaks

Presumptive: Patient had 
10 or more days of 
continuous stay at a 
healthcare facility during 
the 14 days before onset 
of symptoms

Possible: Patient had 
exposure to a healthcare 
facility for a portion of the 
14 days prior to onset

12



Investigation Steps



Legionella Outbreak Scenario

Positive 3/25/24Onset 3/24/24 Hospital A for bowel 
obstruction from 

3/10-3/23/24

OUTBREAK



Additional Resources

Graphic showing instructor looking at information on a screen.

A blue cover with white text

Description automatically generated

A blue cover with white text

Description automatically generated

A book cover with water splashing

Description automatically generated

https://www.cdc.gov/control-legionella/php/training/index.html
https://oeps.wv.gov/legionellosis/documents/lhd/Legionella_Outbreak_Manual.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/control-legionella/media/pdfs/Control-Toolkit-All-Modules.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/control-legionella/media/pdfs/toolkit.pdf


Contact

Katie Guinther, MPH
Food and Waterborne Disease Epidemiologist
350 Capitol St., Room 125
Charleston, WV 25301
Phone: 304-558-5358 
Email: Katherine.l.Guinther@wv.gov
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