APIC IC Meeting Minutes
Online via Teams 0830 Teams line:   Conference ID:
Wednesday 5.21.2025 9:30 am to 11:21 AM
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	APIC Chapter 134
IP Meeting
9:30 start time
	Online only meeting today 5.21.25.
Meeting link Provided.
Website: https;//community.apic.org/First state chapter/home
Committee Approval: Committee approved the last meeting minutes in January 2025; March meeting held until transcript received and reviewed. Committee approved hold.
New Members reviewed – 3 new members
a. Steve McDougal RN/Vascular experience
b. Barbara Robins
c. Jenny Glick 
All with Bay Health 
Online caller # 78 Revan Mendoza is also new to this committee at Eden Hill
Any celebrations none currently spoken.
Meeting Called to order: 09:30 am meeting and recording in progress…no denials for recording.
Committee reviewed next Meeting:  Remaining Meetings for 2025 July 16th Hybrid meeting EDU set up with an NHSN expert/consultant.
Next meeting dates:
a. July 16th, 2025, 9:30 to 12 Hybrid (Virtual and in Person).
b. September 2025- business meeting prior to HAIAC
c. November 19th, 2025, 9:30 to 12 – Hybrid (Virtual and in Person).
d. September Dover location HIHACP at 9:30
e. Final Meeting November 2025

Treasures Report: Per JT closing 2024 with $7,515.22 start Jan 2025 with $7, 515.22. There were (2) deposits APIC $300. And Jan $225. April 1 withdrawal/vender.

Question from Committee Lead Elizabeth Richardson: Are we sending to APIC? No, HOLD all travel expenses.
There was money available set aside from the committee have we considered online? The virtual/online secessions will be re-considered and requested as an option if approved.

STANDING REPORTS

a. Health Care Preparedness – Emily and Sarah not online – no update per committee
b. Delaware Public Health Report -Melicak is away per Davia McCoy, “Federal funding/organizational changes tentative but by HIAC we will have more details”.
c. HAIs – Ann Stanton, no update. CRE not many in DE some but not as many in prior months; C. auris is seen but not many; DELI system “go live this week trouble shooting errors. Currently please send any emergent diseases via email or phone call after hours”. Elizabeth Richardson states, “May 16th last updates on the new system. DERS registration was involved questioning if new system will be as long. 
No details are known yet. Carol and Michelle stated no.  Nothing new except an email from last Thursday. Committee concurred.
d. Respiratory Pathogen Update – Sarah Czukiewski reported –
 Flu 12,947 cases reported
RSV 1,292 with an increase of 47%
Covid 5,243 with a decrease of 72.7%
LTC
Flu
31 outbreaks
40 Hospital
RSV 6 outbreaks
Covid 76 outbreaks 321 staff

e. TB Updates - 8 cases per Tanesha a total 4 New Castle, 2 Cape May County, 2 Sussex County no Drug-resistant cases over the 8 cases.

f. OIDE reviewed with Delaware Public Health Report

g. HAI Advisory Committee HAIAC – Meeting next month. Harris Lajune sent out meeting and agenda for HAI Advisory Committee June 25, 2025. One topic is NHSN 2022 re-baseline under new business went over last year in March -1 weeklong training. There will be an offering in the re-scheduled for June. Currently, running SIRs with 2015 and 2022 fyi.

OLD BUSINESS    

· APIC 2025 June 16-18, Phoenix , AZ
· Chapter sponsorship- full registration 2 APIC Chapter 134 members – approved (Jan meeting) & awarded.
             Information is:
                                    APIC25AnnualConferencesExpo  
· EDU – Operationalizing suggestion to include NHSN case reviews. Joan Hebden, MS, RN, CIC, FAPIC, FSHEA- President, IPC Consulting group, LLC in person meeting for case reviews. Honorarium of $500.00’s requested, travel from Baltimore. NHSN case reviews and future meetings.
· NHSN 2025 Virtual Training for the Patient Safety and Outpatient Procedure Component.
March was postponed. New email last week with new dates. https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/annualtraining.html

Immunization Coalition – No updated information. FDA new information pending.

Hepatitis Awareness – No current updates.

No suggestions for STANDING REPORTS from the committee.

Elizabeth Richardson asked if anyone on the committee will be going to the upcoming National APIC meeting.
Elizabeth states they released a few things on Key note speakers and reviewed live the schedule that is posted for review by the committee for APIC 2025.  Topics like the following were mentioned:
1. Waterborne
2. CDI
3. Crusted Scabies 
4. How many hats is too many hats?
Carol Briody pointed out the Monday June 16th Device De-escalation Meeting.

For EDU under Old Business – Elizabeth reminded the committee that Keith Saint John introduced us to Joan Hebden IPC consultant/expert with information on HAI- Bacteremia. Joan will come to our committee meeting in July and speak 1 hour plus to collaborate with us on difficult cases. Bay Health was also asked to submit. 

NHSN Annual Training Confirmed and finalized with an email sent last week.
Training week 1 June 10 and June 12
No presentations during APIC Conference Week June 16 to 20th
Training week 2 June 24 and June 26
No presentations during July 4th Holiday week June 30 – July 4
Training Week 3 July 8 and July 10
Training week 4 July 15 and July17

Committee Questions or Concerns:
Carol put 2 topics into the chat
a. Oral care for PNU prevention
b. Commode liners to help prevent transmission of Cdiff.

FYI: APIC hot topics and Webinars now available on demand for free for all APIC Members

HICPAC prior statement has been disbanded. Letters written one response came back from state legislator, Carol states, “HIAC committee can speak about guidance for Respiratory season.
HICPAC – May 7, 2025, communication from APIC – https;//apic.org/news/importance-of-reinstating-cdcs-healthcare-infectioncontrol-practices-advisory-committee-hicpac/

APIC Policy Pro has added an LTC policy content to the database 
http://apic.org/news/apic-introduces-long-term-care-infection-prevention-policy-management-platform-to-policypro

 
Sterilization/HLD Recommendations
Updated recommendation to prevent infections through effective sterilization and HLD of reuseable medical devices. SHEA in collaboration with eight partner organizations (including APIC) has released new comprehensive guidance to help healthcare facilities prevent the transmission of infections through improved practices in sterilization and HLD of reusable medical devices.
https://ww.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge.core/content/view/CF829F279CADE28F9AC2655EEB742DF8/S0899823X25000418a.pdf/multisociety-guidance-for-sterilization-and-high-level-disinfection.pdf

APIC Recent and Upcoming Free Webinars for Members
· The Pitch May 29, 2025, 1 – 2:30 pm EST
· Get Ready for APIC 2025-the ultimate “know before you go” Webinar June 4, 2025, 1 PM EST
· Virtual Symposium – HG alternative for Sensitive skin June 6, 2025 1 EST
· Spring 2025 IPC Collaboration Series: Construction & Renovation (on Demand)
· APIC and AAPACN- Post acute nursing and Infection Prevention & Control (on Demand)

Hot Topics OPEN Discussions
 Elizabeth Richardson and Carol Briody spoke about reducing gown usage with Covid patients as being a hot topic. Currently at Bebe Hospital MRSA and VRE they are NOT using gowns but would welcome cutting down more.
Kathy from PA facility Mercy Fitzgerald mentioned Trinity discussing this on their facility wide meeting yesterday. Some concerns were expressed regarding CDC and OSHA requirements.
Elizabeth mentioned WHO statements allowed usage for surgical masks where N95 was not needed but gowns were not.
Michelle Power stated appropriate glove usage within Christanna Hospital is a concern “harder to get people out of gloves vs. gowns”. 
Christiana Hospital is currently reviewing this engaging sustainability service lines or department specific? Carol Briody stated HR/Hospital Leadership involvement. Gloves in hallways is #1 thing that undermines HH compliance per Elizabeth.

NHSN Virtual Training – question asked do you incorporate in your competencies at Christiana Care?
Is evidence of completion on NHSN mandatory or required? Kathy Hurford spoke for PA Mercy Fitzgerald – not currently. CIC within 2 years is only required training.


EPIC Training and Awareness
Bugsy IP Component vs other components Quality and Nursing per Kathy Hurford, PA new to EPIC noted difficulties going from Cerner to EPIC.
EPIC onboarding challenges include view, Library support with pathways and mandatory training for competencies.
Carol Briody EPIC work groups – IP mandatory training for Competencies. IP 100 and 101 are as a Superuser costs factor in…
FYI: for the Committee BUGSY analysist are trained in more than one area.
FYI: DEN is not included in EPIC Build per one committee member
Eileen Sherman put in Chat email Sherman@chop.edu
If you are interested in joining a regional Bugsy user group of IPs from various hospitals in PA, DE, and NJ. Email Eileen from CHOP to be added to the meeting notifications. Eileen has found these sessions to be helpful and has reached out to others in the group with specific questions.

APIC has a policy 3 components ACUTE CARE POLICY PRO (available over 1 year) just added Long Term Care Component (LTC) pending Ambulatory Care Data base. Bebe Hospital was the Beta tester for 1 year. Policy Pro APIC product few hundred dollars has templates with up-to-date policies etc.; Elizabeth states she is using AI as well for writing policies. The AI application helps you get started. Cost around $300 as an annual fee/auto review. Carol states, “West Grove uses Policy Pro indicating it works well. Slightly more expensive than APIC text online.

SHEA updated guidelines and FDA Sterilization and HLD.
Elizabeth mentioned SHEA Expert Guidance Article Mult society guidance for sterilization and High-level disinfection. Elizabeth asked if anyone used this or did the new information come up in a survey. Committee responded, “it briefly came up in IP secession. Lead surveyor asked general questions with IFU’s and asked how we were staffed. Succession Planning in IP role few things related to data were asked. No citations but asks folks how they clean and asked most definitely about glucometers per JT. JT stated big focus on Glucometers at Sussex and Kent. 
	
	
	

	

	Who’s Next for Survey
Christiana? Carol Briody stated she was surprised when the surveyor asked for a PI project from IP. Usually, they ask it from Quality. Spring of 2026 for DE is next survey.

Micro-learnings
Available from 
https://apic.org/education-and-event/online-learning/microlearning-hub/

Committee Questions
Questions for 2022 re-baseline to come up Net HIAC meeting. (run 2015 baseline and 2022) 
MRSA LABID events
Mapping of units (are they expanding to include SDU? Elizabeth stated nothing proposed but finalized in 2026)
Kelly Garner asking any additions for onset of Bacteremia?
None yet.
Changing CDI definitions related to EPIC and what populates to dashboard…
More to come.
Statement by committee, “EPIC partners need to be ahead of the information updates based on what gets generated.
Committee concurred.
FYI new manual printed in Jan but midyear this year will be added.
Validations Carol Briody selected for 2024 data at Christiana and Kathy Hurford, Mercy Fitzgerald in PA selected as well for LabID events.


	
	
	

	Concerns or other topics 

	None from the Committee
	
	
	

	Meeting Adjourned 
	11:21 meeting adjourned.
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	TBD
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



