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Patty Black-Tracy RN, BSN-Infection Prevention Coordinator at Avera St. Luke’s Hospital. 
 
Patty Black-Tracy is a graduate from the University of South Dakota (USD) in 2006 with a degree in Associate Nursing and recently completed her BSN at USD in 2025. Patty has worked in various medical fields for 20 years.
In May of 2020, during the beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic, Patty stepped up and answered the call to become the Infection Prevention Coordinator for Avera St. Luke’s Hospital in Aberdeen, SD. Over the past 5 plus years she has worked to expand her knowledge and become a trusted resource in Infection prevention.
Patty is a graduate of the 2017 Avera Rising Nurse Leaders, The Aberdeen SD Leadership Class of 2024, and a former Chapter Legislative Representative for APIC Dacotah Plains Chapter. Patty was 1 of 5 to be awarded the APIC Clorox Scholarship Grant and attended the National APIC Convention for the first time in 2025.  Patty has a strong belief that Infection prevention measures see best success by providing evidence-based education, using kindness, mindfulness, communication, and collaboration. She is adept at developing user-friendly protocols which drive positive change. Patty upholds that regardless of role or profession, all persons should work together to build a culture of infection prevention. 
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