August 6, 2024
To:  	Chief Executive Officers/ Administrators / Directors & APIC South Carolina Palmetto Members
 From:  The Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology, APIC Palmetto Chapter 
Subject: Award Nominations for Infection Preventionists 
The APIC Palmetto Chapter is now accepting nominations for our chapter member awards: Infection Preventionist of the Year, Blazing New Trails and Horizon.  What better way to recognize the exceptional work Infection Preventionists do and add to an organization’s prestige than to nominate an IP for one of these awards! 
Blazing New Trails Award: Given to a chapter member who greatly impacts a specific area of work/activity which supports the vision and strategic plan of the chapter.
Horizon Award: Lifetime award given to a member of at least 2 years who has given significant resources, time, vision and leadership to the success and growth of the chapter.
Infection Preventionist of the Year: Given to a member for major accomplishments during the previous calendar year. Includes noteworthy accomplishments in clinical practice, education, research or service for the previous year (September 1, 2023 – September 30, 2024).
All awards recipients receive special commendation at our Annual State Conference in October and the recipient of the “Infection Preventionist of the Year” award also receives a monetary award of $150.00. 
To be eligible, an Infection Preventionist must be a member of APIC Palmetto and active in the practice of infection prevention and control. Current members of the Awards Committee are not eligible for these awards. 
Now is your chance to nominate an employee, a boss or fellow Infection Preventionist for a job well done. Show your appreciation by nominating one of your favorite Infection Preventionists and returning a completed nomination e-mail by the September 30, 2024. 

Please return your completed nomination(s) to Beth Smith at beth.smith2@prismahealth.org
DIRECTIONS   
Begin the nomination by indicating: 
· The award the person is being nominated for
· INFECTION PREVENTIONIST OF THE YEAR AWARD
· HORIZON AWARD 
· BLAZING NEW TRAILS AWARD
· Name of Nominee 
· Name and Address of Employer 
· Name of Individual Submitting Nomination
· Telephone number
· Criteria

There is no structured nomination form for these awards. Document in narrative style the evidence that the member being nominated has. 
1. Horizon award – Has given significant time, resources, vision, and/or leadership to the success and growth of Palmetto Chapter.
2. Blazing New Trails award – Has made an impact on a specific area of work, which supports the vision and strategic plan of APIC Palmetto Chapter in the past year.
3. IP of the Year award - Has noteworthy accomplishments for each area below during the past year (September 1, 2023 – September 30, 2024). Limit documentation to five (5) pages.
1. Clinical (e.g., designing/implementing infection prevention or control practices which resulted in a reduction in nosocomial infection rate or employee exposures.)
2. Education (e.g., participation in in-service programs, design or development of educational tools and resources for Infection Control for colleagues, other professionals, patients, or the community.)
3. Research/ Publication (e.g., performance of clinical, microbiological, or epidemiological research which has had a major impact on infection prevention and control.)
4. Service (e.g., work for the chapter, for the National organization, or other organizations.)
5. Other Areas of Accomplishment (e.g., personal, educational, or professional achievement.)

Please describe the impact each accomplishment had on one or more of the following groups: 
· Patients 
· Your facility’s healthcare workers 
· Other professional groups or organizations 
· The community 
· APIC Palmetto or National APIC members

Thank you for helping to recognize our Infection Preventionists!
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