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	Item
	Origin
	Expected Impact
	Implementation Date

	1 
	AFL 15-31
	CDPH 
	Requires SNF to identify:
a. Designated emergency contact and an alternate 
b. Designated AFL recipient and an alternate 
Please provide the requested information by using the SurveyMonkey link (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SNF_contact) 
	01/30/16

	2
	Downing Labs LLS (NuVision Pharmacy)
	FDA
	The U.S. Department of Justice has prohibited Downing Labs LLC (formerly known as NuVision Pharmacy) from manufacturing, holding or distributing drugs. This action was taken after the company continued to produce injectable drugs under insanitary conditions despite multiple warnings from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Read the FDA news release.
	01/12/16

	3
	NHSN training
	NHSN
	Registration has opened for the NHSN training course “Applying the 2016 Changes to Accurately Report HAIs,” to be held February 29-March 4, 2016 at the CDC Global Communications Center in Atlanta, GA. Applications are expected to exceed seating capacity, so it is recommended that those interested in participating in the course register as soon as possible. Read the NHSN invitation letter. Apply for the training.
	01/12/16

	4
	NHSN Version upgrade to 8.5
	NHSN
	The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced that National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) Version 8.5 has been released. The release notes sent by CDC to NHSN users provide important details on the many additions and changes with this release, including analysis updates within the Patient Safety, Healthcare Personnel Safety, Dialysis, Long-Term Care, and Biovigilance Components. Please note that users who wish to use any of the new analysis output options must regenerate datasets.
	01/12/16

	5
	Ambulatory IP Project
	TJC, CDC
	The Joint Commission and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are collaborating on an initiative designed to adapt, enhance, and disseminate CDC guidance related to infection prevention and control in ambulatory healthcare settings. The goal of this effort, which is supported through a CDC Safety and Healthcare Epidemiology Prevention Research Development (SHEPheRD) contract, is to create model infection control plans and expand the reach, uptake and adoption of these and other infection prevention and control guidance materials to prevent infections in outpatient settings.
	01/11/15

	6
	AFL 15-30
	CDPH 
	Requires that each SNF adopt and implement an antimicrobial stewardship policy by January 1, 2017. The policy must be consistent with antimicrobial stewardship guidelines developed by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America, or similar recognized professional organizations. The CDC has defined seven core elements of antibiotic stewardship for nursing homes; the CDC recommendations are available at the following link: 
www.cdc.gov/longtermcare/prevention/antibiotic-stewardship.html
	01/01/17

	7
	AFL 15-29
	CDPH
	Eliminates the requirement that licensed PCCs enter into a written transfer agreement with one or more nearby hospitals as a condition of licensure, except for PCCs that provide services as an alternative birthing center.
Because the new requirements conflict with existing regulatory requirements, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) is required to repeal section 75047 of Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations no later than July 1, 2016.
	01/01/16

	8
	AFL 15-24
	CDPH
	Extends implementation date to July 1, 2016, by which hospitals and SNFs are prohibited from using enteral feeding connectors that would fit into a connector other than the type for which it was intended, unless an emergency or urgent situation exists and the prohibition would impair the ability to provide health care.
	07/01/16

	9
	CMS IP Pilot Project
	CMS
	The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has begun a three year pilot project to improve assessment of infection control and prevention regulations in nursing homes, hospitals, and during transitions of care. The long term goal of this pilot will be to develop an action plan for improvement and to organize on-site technical assistance in order to improve surveyor tools and survey processes to optimize infection control. Read CMS Survey and Certification Memorandum.
	12/29/15

	10
	NHSN funded—Merry Christmas!
	CDC
	Congress passed, and the President signed, legislation providing funding to federal agencies through September 30, 2016. The legislation provides funding for several programs related to infection prevention and combating antimicrobial resistance. NHSN received $21 million in funding, a $3 million increase over the previous fiscal year. The Antibiotic Resistance Solutions Initiative, a new program within the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, received $160 million in funding. More than 1,800 members wrote letters to their Members of Congress in support of APIC supported programs. 
	12/23/15

	11
	PIP/TAZO/ CON-4PTC 256 recall
	
	bioMérieux recalled the Etest PIP/TAZO/CON-4 PTC 256 because the test results from the affected product may indicate that antibiotic therapy using PIP/TAZO could stop or slow the growth of certain bacteria when it may not actually be effective in treating those bacteria. The Etest PIP/TAZO/CON-4 PTC 256 is used by healthcare providers to help predict if the antibiotic Piperacillin/Tazobactam (PIP/TAZO) will be effective in treating serious infections. This error may result in inappropriate treatment of a patient’s infection and could cause serious patient health consequences, including increased time in the hospital, unnecessary tests or procedures, treatment failure, sepsis, and even death. Read FDA Safety Alert.
	12/22/15

	12
	FDA draft rec for vial labeling 
	FDA/APIC
	APIC supported the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) draft recommendations to manufacturers on consistent terminology for package labeling of injectable medical products. In order to prevent misuse and misunderstanding by healthcare personnel, FDA proposes to retire the term “single-use”. Instead, packages and containers would be labeled according to newly enhanced definitions of “multiple-dose”, “single-dose”, or “single-patient-use” to identify the intended use of the product. Read APIC’s comments.
	Pending

	13
	AFL 15-23
	CDPH
	CMS issued Survey and Certification (S&C) letter S&C-14-12 on February 28, 2014, which updated the S&C Emergency Preparedness Checklist – Recommended Tool for Effective Health Care Facility Planning. The updated checklist can be found at the S&C Emergency Preparedness website: 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SurveyCertEmergPrep/
	Immediate

	14
	FDA Rec to Transistion away from Custom Ultrasonics Endoscope Washer/ Disinfectors
	FDA
	Today, the FDA issued the Safety Communication, “FDA Recommends Health Care Facilities Transition from Custom Ultrasonics Endoscope Washer/Disinfectors to Alternate Reprocessing Methods” to notify health care professionals about our concerns with the safety and effectiveness of all Custom Ultrasonics’ AER models.  This communication provides recommended actions health care facilities should take if they use Custom Ultrasonics’ AERs because of the risk of transmission of infectious organisms to patients.
	11/13/15


All AFLs available here: http://www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/facilities/Pages/LnCAFL.aspx 
