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of Transportation 
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1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

May 4, 2022 

The Honorable Ned Lamont 
Governor of Connecticut 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

Dear Governor Lamont:

On November 15, 2021, President Biden signed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(Act), which is the most significant investment in our Nation’s infrastructure in more than half 
a century. The Act includes funding for the creation of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration’s (PHMSA) Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety and 
Modernization Grant Program to directly assist municipality and community owned natural gas 
utilities. I am writing to make sure you and your administration are aware that these grants 
require no cost-share but may benefit from state support to the community applicants, 
particularly for some of the technical aspects of the application. Fortunately, states’ technical 
assistance can potentially be included in the anticipated and reimbursable costs of projects. 

Under the Act, Congress appropriated $1 billion in grant funding, over the next five years, to be 
made available to municipality or community owned utilities (not including for-profit entities) 
to repair, rehabilitate, or replace natural gas distribution pipelines, or portions thereof, or to 
acquire equipment to reduce incidents and fatalities, and to avoid economic loss.  

We are eager to administer this grant quickly to help improve safety and reduce gas leaks in the 
communities within your state. Specifically, fixing leak-prone and legacy distribution pipes will 
help reduce costly methane emissions and reduce safety incidents involving leak prone portions 
of gas distribution systems that are mostly in underserved rural and urban communities. To make 
sure all potential applicants were informed about this grant, on March 15, 2022, PHMSA directly 
communicated information about this grant with over 1000 municipality and community owned 
natural gas utilities across the country, including the potentially eligible system in your state. 

Based on our records, there is one municipality and or community owned utility in your state that 
is eligible to apply for this grant. To maximize the benefit of this grant to the utility in your state, 
PHMSA encourages states to assist eligible entities who may require additional technical 
assistance to prepare the federal grant application. Technical assistance provided by state entities 
familiar with the federal grant process may result in a successful applicant from your state—and 
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deliver the desired results of reducing safety incidents, emissions, and the associated economic 
benefits to your state. This, in turn will help achieve our shared goal of reducing pipeline related 
incidents; reducing methane emissions from leak prone pipes; creating construction and related 
jobs in your states; providing economic impact and growth; and benefiting disadvantaged rural 
and urban communities. 

In awarding grants from funds made available under the Act, we must consider, among other 
things: (1) the risk profile of the existing pipeline system operated by the applicant for this grant, 
including the presence of pipe prone to leakage; (2) the potential of the pipeline project for 
creating jobs; (3) the potential for benefiting disadvantaged rural and urban communities; and (4) 
economic impact or growth. Accordingly, PHMSA anticipates awarding grants to applicants that 
have identified projects that involve the repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of legacy cast iron, 
bare steel, and legacy plastic gas distribution pipes. Applicants that expedite such projects, as 
part of preexisting long-term system maintenance, repair, or upgrade plans are also eligible for 
the grant program. PHMSA will also consider applications for equipment purchases so long as 
the equipment purchases directly enable repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of pipelines that 
otherwise might not be remediated. In considering the statutory requirements of the program, 
PHMSA anticipates considering whether the wages that will be paid to workers performing work 
on the proposed projects bolster the projects’ impact on the economy and support for job growth; 
the projects’ proximity to or impact on disadvantaged rural and urban populations and the 
projects’ anticipated economic or environmental benefits to disadvantaged rural and urban 
populations.

PHMSA anticipates that the inaugural Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for this grant 
will be posted on www.grants.gov, under assistance listing number 20.708, on or around May 
13, 2022. 

Thank you for consideration of this important program. Should you or your administration have 
any questions about this grant program, please e-mail Shakira Mack at 
PHMSAPipelineBILGrant@dot.gov. All questions received will be addressed in a Questions 
and Answers document that will be published on our website at:  
Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety and Modernization Grants | PHMSA (dot.gov) 
and on www.grants.gov under assistance listing number 20.708 once the NOFO has been 
published. Please note, I am also copying colleagues from your state’s coordinate pipeline 
safety office. 

Sincerely, 

Tristan H. Brown 
Deputy Administrator 

cc: Mr. Karl Baker, NAPSR State Program Manager


