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Upcoming Events

September 23, 2009

6:30 pm

Frontier Science

Boston, MA

Alan Agresti: On the Development

of Categorical Data Analysis

September 26, 2009

9:00 am

Harvard University

Cambridge, MA

New  England Sym posium  on

Statistics in  Sports

October 14, 2009

6:00 pm

Emmanuel College

Boston, MA

Pre-University Training in

Mathematics and Statistics Around

the Globe

November 14, 2009

10:00 am

Simmons College

Boston, MA

George Cobb: Discrete Markov

Models

December 8, 2009

6:30 pm

BB&N School

Boston, MA

Al Ozonoff: Statistical Methods in

Public Health Practice 

January 16, 2010

6:00 pm

30 Lothrop Street

Newtonville, MA

Annual Pot Luck Dinner and Party

February 2, 2010

10:00 am

BU School of Public Health

Boston, MA

John Buonaccorsi: Measurement

Error
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EVENTS

New England Symposium on Statistics in Sports (NESSIS)  

Date: Saturday, Septem ber 26, 2009

Tim e: 9:00 am  to 5:00 pm

Location :  Sc ience Center, Harvard Univers ity, Cam bridge, M A

O rganizers : M ark  G lickm an: m g@ bu.edu

Scott Evans: e vans@ sdac.harvard.edu

Directions: http ://www.am stat.org/chapters /boston/nessis09.htm l

Fees: $20 for s tudents ; $40 for non-s tudents 

Regis tration: You m ay reg is ter in  advance, by m ail.  See ins tructions on the conference

web s ite  (above) .   You m ay a lso reg is ter on-s ite  s tarting at 8 :30 am  at

Lecture Hall C .

Abstract

The second b iannual New England Sym posium  on Statis tics  in  Sports  will  b r ing together

s tatis tic ians and quantita tive analys ts  assoc iated w ith  sports  team s, sports  m edia, and univers it ies

to  d iscuss com m on problem s in  s ta tis tica l m odeling and the analys is  of sports  data. There w ill be

ta lks , posters , and  panel d iscuss ions. Proceedings w ill be published in  a  specia l issue  o f the

Journal o f Q uantita tive Analys is  in  Sports  (JQ AS). 

T he  sym posium  is  sponsored by the Harvard Univers ity Departm ent o f Statis tics , the Sect ion  on

Statis tics  in Sports  o f the Am erican Statis tica l Assoc iation, the Boston Chapter o f the Am erican

Statis tica l Assoc iation, and the Section on  O perations Research in  Sports  o f the Ins titu te  for

O perations Research and the M anagem ent Sc iences.

mailto:mg@bu.edu
mailto:evans@sdac.harvard.edu
http://www.amstat.org/chapters/boston/nessis07.html
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Panel Discussion

Pre-University Training in Mathematics and Statistics Around the Globe

Date: W ednesday, O ctober 14, 2009

Tim e: 6:00 pm  light d inner; 7 :00 pm  panel

Location: Janet M . Daley L ibrary Lecture Hall (w ith in  Card ina l Cushing L ibrary),

Em m anuel College, Boston, M A

Directions: http ://www.em m anuel.edu/Tools_Navigation/Maps_and_D irections.htm l

       S h a r in g  o f  r id e s  c a n  b e  c o o r d in a te d  t h r o u g h  t h e  B C A S A  g ro u p  o n

Facebook  or LinkedIn .

Fees: D inner $9 for chapter m em bers, $12 for o thers . Panel is  free. 

Regis tration: By O ctober 9 , 2009.  http://bcasa-edpanel.eventbrite.com / .

Abstract

Divers ity is  a  key character is tic  o f the  U nited States work force, espec ia lly in the f ie ld o f s ta tis tics .

Today, m any s tudents  and s tatis tic ians in  the U.S. atta ined the ir pr im ary education outs ide the

country. D ifferences in  m athem atica l education around the world  ex is t and m ay in f luence

statis tic ian ’s  thought process and s tyle  o f co llaboration w ith  co lleagues. W e explore d ifferences 

and s im ilar it ies  in  pre-univers ity education in  m ath and statis tics  worldwide.  Panelis ts  f rom  China,

F rance , Ind ia , and Rom ania w ill exp lore how the ir educational experiences helped shape the

statis tic ian they are today. 

Panelists

Katherine Halvorsen, Sm ith  College (M oderator)

G uillaum e W eisang, Bentley Univers ity 

G heorghe Doros, Boston Univers ity 

Sandeep M enon, Boston Univers ity 

L ing ling L i, Harvard Univers ity 

http://bcasa-edpanel.eventbrite.com/
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EVENING LECTURES

On the Development of Categorical Data Analysis 

Alan Agresti

 University of Florida 

 

Date: W ednesday Septem ber 23, 2009 

T im e: 6:30 pm  light d inner; 7 :00 pm  presentation

Location :  
Frontier Sc ience, 900 Com m onwealth  Ave, Boston, M A

Directions: Frontier Sc ience is  a t the in tersection of Com m onwealth  Avenue and St.

Paul S treet. P lease enter the bu ild ing on St. Paul and go to  the second

f loor, where som eone w ill le t you in .  T here is  a  G reen L ine (B) s top at th is

in tersection. O n-s treet park ing is  ava ilab le  on St. Paul and on

Com m onwealth .  A  Boston Univers ity park ing Lot, which charges a fee, is

across Com m onwealth , on Buick  Street.

Fees: D inner is  $9 for chapter m em bers, $12 for o thers . The ta lk  is  free. 

Regis tration: By Septem ber 19  http ://bcasa-agresti.eventbrite.com/

Abstract

A non-technica l survey of the developm ent of the bas ic  m ethods of categorica l da ta analys is ,

s tarting w ith  Karl Pearson 's  in troduction of the ch i-squared tes t in  1900, and focus ing  on the

contr ibutions of s ta tis tic ians who in troduced m ethods such as the odds ratio , log is t ic  regress ion,

and probit m odels , log linear m ode ls , and Bayesian approaches.  Severa l developm ents  that

occurred in  Boston w ill be h igh lighted.
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Statistical Methods in Public Health Practice:

Case Studies in Influenza and  BioSurveillance

Al Ozonoff
     Boston University School of Public Health

Date: Tuesday Decem ber 8, 2009 

Tim e: 6:30 pm  light d inner; 7 :00 pm  presentation.

Cost: D inner is  $9 for chapter m em bers, $12 for o thers . The ta lk  is  free. 

Location:  Buck ingham  Browne and N ichols  Upper School, 80 Gerry’s  Landing

Road, Cam bridge, M A.

D irections:                      http://www.bbns.org/contact/d irections

Fees:                              By Decem ber 4, 2009  http ://ozonoff.eventbrite .com

Abstract

Although m odern s ta tis tica l practice encom passes a large num ber of specia lizations both applied

and theoretica l, the earlies t s ta tis tic ians (ca lled “s ta tis ts ”) were prim arily concerned with  issues of

s tate ( i.e ., dem ography and econom ics).  The f ie ld  o f b ios ta t is tics  in  particular has deep roots  in

public  health  surve illance, which accord ing to  Stephen Thacker o f the CDC "is  the corners tone  of

public  health  practice".  In  th is  ta lk , we w ill d iscuss som e aspects  of how statis tica l m ethods can

support and enhance public  health  surve illance.  A fter exam in ing the h is tor ica l connections between

statis tics  and public  health practice, we will br ie f ly s tudy som e spec if ic  challenges and problem s that

arise in  the surveillance of in f luenza and other resp ira tory d isease.  F ina lly, we w ill  o f fer som e

thoughts  about the im portance and im pact that we as s ta tis tic ians m ight share w ith in  the com m unity

of public  health  practit ioners . 

http://www.bbns.org/contact/directions
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SHORT COURSES

Discrete Markov  Models

George Cobb

Mt. Holyoke College

Date: Saturday, Novem ber 14, 2009

Tim e: 10:00 am  to 12:00pm  and 1:00 pm  to 4:00 pm

Location:                         Sim m ons College, 300 The Fenway, Boston, M A

Directions: http ://www.s im m ons.edu/overv iew /d irec tions/

Fees: $50 for non-m em bers, $35 for m em bers, $25 for s tudents .

Regis tration:                  By Novem ber 7, 2009 http://bcasa-gcobb.eventbrite .com / 

Prerequis ite : Course in  m atr ix  a lgebra

Abstract

This workshop springs from a radical premise: If we  emphasize conceptual understanding and use
computers to do the computing, we can often present “advanced” topics at an elementary level. 
In that spirit, I have developed a course (NSF # 0089004) aimed at sophomore math majors with
no statistics background.  The only prerequisite is matrix algebra.  The course has been taught to
that audience three times at Mount Holyoke, and as a senior capstone course at Grinnell and at
Villanova.  In the workshop I plan to cover five clusters of topics:

1. Darwin’s Finches:  Discrete MCMC, Fisherian testing, classical confidence
intervals, Metropolis-Hastings algorithm

2.  Curricular issues and course overview
3. Political Killings in Kosovo:  Bayesian estimation, efficiency of simulation

strategies
4.  Molecular alignment:  the Gibbs sampler
5.  Berkeley Bicycles:  Hierarchical models
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Measurement Error: Models, Methods and Applications

 

John Buonaccorsi

University of Massachusetts Amherst

 

 

Date:  Saturday, February 6, 2010

 

Tim e:     10:00 am  to 4:00 pm

Location: Boston Univers ity School o f Public  Health , Boston, M A

Directions: http ://www.bu.edu/m aps/?cam pus=m edica l

Fees: $50 for non-m em bers, $35 for m em bers and $25 for s tudents  ( inc ludes

lunch)

Regis tration: By January 31, 2010  http ://bcasa-buonaccors i.eventbrite .com /

 

Prerequis ites: course in  applied regress ion analys is

Abstract 

T h is  course w ill present an in troductory and applied look  at m easurem ent error ( inc lud ing

m isc lass if ication). The focus w ill be on the bas ic  m odels  used for m easurem ent error, the im pacts

of m easurem ent error on na ive analyses that ignore m easurem ent e rro r,  and  an overview of

techniques to  correct for such error.  Em phasis  is  on categorical m odels  (for p ropor tions and

two-way) and on linear and non-linear regress ion, inc luding  b inary regress ion. A  num ber of

exam ples and an overview of com puting options w ill be presented.
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ANNUAL WINTER POTLUCK DINNER AND PARTY

 

Date:                      Saturday,January 16, 2010 

Tim e:                      6 :00 pm

Location:                Hom e of Katherine M onti, 30 Lothrop Street, Newtonville , M A

Directions:

In form ation:     
P lease em ail Sue Perry susan perry@ rhow or ld .com .   G ive her (1) your nam e,

(2) how m any people w ill be in  your party, (3) what you would  like to  br ing

(appetizer, entrée, s ide dish, sa lad, or dessert), and (4) how to  be contacted by

phone and em ail, so that you can be reached in  case of weather prob lem s. 

D irections:      
Lothrop Street is  o ff  C rafts  Street, between  W ashington Street and W atertown

Street. C rafts  Street is  o ff  W ashington Street, between P ike Ex it 17 and W alnut

Street.  The condo is  at the end o f Lothrop Street, on the right.  Unit 30 is  the

un it c losest to  the road. The f irs t few guests  can park  in  the double bay

assoc iated w ith  the condo (turn r ight in to  the condo driveway, then park  behind

the f irs t garage on the r ight), or in  one of the spaces at the far end of the condo

lot, or in  the dr iveway a longs ide  the un it.  Those who arr ive la ter can park  on

Lothrop or Jennison Streets , o r  even Judk ins Street, if  necessary. Lothrop

Street dead  ends  jus t past the condo. If  there has been snow, park ing m ay be

tight s ince the s treets  are narrow.  

In  Case of Snow: In case of heavy show, we will have to  cancel or reschedule. The snow date is

Saturday January 23, 2010 but we will cancel if  there is  too m uch snow build  up

to park  safely. In  the event o f very light snow, we will party on!   P lease fee l f ree

to em ail katherine m onti@ rhoworld .com  if  you have questions or to  g ive notice

of las t-m inute changes. Check  the chapter web s ite  for  cancella tion and

rescheduling in form ation. 

mailto:susan_perry@rhoworld.com.
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=30+Lothrop+Street,+Newtonville,+MA
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AT JSM 2009

New  ASA Fellow s

The three new ASA Fellows from  our area are: 

M ark Chang , AM AG  Pharm aceutica ls , Lex ington, M A

Robert J. G ray , Harvard  School o f Public  Health  and Dana-Farber Cancer Ins titu te ,

Boston, MA

G ary K ing , Harvard Univers ity, Cam bridge, M A

Wilks Award

Lee-Jen Wei, professor in the Department of Biostatistics at the Harvard School of Public Health,
is the winner of the 2009 Samuel S.Wilks Award, one of the most prestigious ASA awards.  The
award, which was established in 1964, recognizes outstanding contributions to statistics.  It was
named after Samuel S. Wilks, a founding member of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics and,
for 11 years, editor of the Annals of Mathematical Statistics. 

Waller Education Award

BCASA member Nicholas Horton received the Waller Education Award.  The award was
established in 2002 by former ASA Executive Director Ray Waller and his wife Carolyn to
recognize excellence and innovation in teaching introductory statistics. 

Please join us in congratulating all five award winners!

Discussion of Eth ics

BCASA P lanning Com m ittee m em ber Shelley Hurw itz  organized and chaired a panel on

Real- lifeeth ica l d ilem m as encountered in  the practice of s tatis tics : Resolution leading to  po licy

change . Em inen t s ta tis tic ians in  ep idem iology, law, and governm ent described personal e th ica l

d ilem m as they have faced.  Then, a fter d iscuss ion and debate, they revealed how they so lved these

dilem m as.  Peter Im rey, M ark  Haug, and Barbara Bailar presented the ir eth ica l quandaries ,  Ingram

O lk in  and W illiam  Seltzer led the d iscuss ion.  Don Bentley was the m oderator.  The sess ion was so

successfu l that the ASA Com m ittee on Professional E th ics  is  p lanning another session on eth ica l

d ilem m as for JSM 2010.  T he  ASA com m ittee is  a lso now co llec ting eth ica l scenarios  to  be used

as a resource for the s tatis tica l teaching and practice.  (A ll subm iss ions w ill rem ain com plete ly

anonym ous.)  If  you would like to  contr ibute a scenario  or to  present an ethn ica l d ilem m a at a  fu ture

JSM  session, p lease contact Shelley Hurwitz a t hurw itz@ hms.harvard.edu .

mailto:hurwitz@hms.harvard.edu.
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Lobbying Efforts

A lot of great lobbying took place on Capital Hill on the last day of JSM.  A delegation consisting
of Shelley Hurwitz, Vincent Carey, Christopher Schmid, Yifan Zhang, Arlene Ash, Scott Evans,
HuyuanYang, Nick Horton, and Daniel Rudoy met with staffers at Senator Kennedy’s and Senator
Kerry’s offices and at the offices of  most House members from Massachusetts.  The delegation
advocated for increased statistical literacy in early and secondary education and more funding for
basic research at NIH and NSF.

BCASA ON FACEBOOK

BCASA is  now on Facebook !   Jo in the BCASA Facebook  group for in form ation and rem inders  about

upcom ing events  and to  connect w ith  o ther BCASA m em bers.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Framingham State College: 

Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, Mathematics

The M athem atics  Departm ent invites applications for a  tenure-track  pos it ion at the rank  of Ass is tant

Professor beginn ing Septem ber 2010.  The successfu l candidate would teach courses throughout

the m athem atics  curr icu lum  inc lud ing lower- leve l courses.  T he respons ib ilit ies inc lude a teaching

load of three four-cred it courses per sem ester, advis ing, and service to  the college com m unity.

Requirem ents

Applicants  m ust have a doctorate in  m athem atics , s ta tis tics , or m athem atics education by

Septem ber 1 , 2010 or provide evidence of substantia l progress toward com pletion, show evidence

of a s trong com m itm ent to  exce llence in  teaching and a com m itm ent to  continued scholar ly and

profess ional growth, and a s trong com m itm ent to  work ing in  an inc lus ive, d iverse environm ent.

Application Instructions

Please subm it a  le tter o f application, a  curr icu lum  v ita , a  s ta tem ent o f teaching ph ilosophy, a

s tatem ent on current research and fu ture research p lans, and a com pleted AM S Standard Cover

Sheet online at http ://fram ingham .in terv iewexchange.com /candapply.jsp?JOBID=15063 (pdf form at

is  preferred).

P lease a lso  send  o ff ic ia l graduate transcrip t(s) and three le tters  o f recom m endation, a t least one

of which addresses teaching ab ility, to  D r. Sarah M abrouk , Search Com m ittee Chair, Departm ent

of M athem atics , Fram ingham  State College, 100 State Street, F ram ingham , M A. 01701-9101. For

cons ideration, a ll m ateria ls  m ust be subm itted/postm arked by Novem ber 16, 2009 .

mailto:hurwitz@hms.harvard.edu.
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Additional In form ation

This  pos it ion is  contingent upon funding for academ ic year 2010/2011.

Fram ingham  State College is  a  four-year  l ibera l arts  co llege serving a s tudent population of

approx im ate ly 6 ,100.  Teaching is  the pr im ary m iss ion of the co llege w ith  a s trong em phasis  on

integrating technology throughout the curricu lum .  T he cam pus is  located 20 m iles  west o f Boston.

Fram ingham  State College is  an aff irm ative action/equal opportun ity em ployer.  M em bers o f under

represented groups and those com m itted to  work ing in  a  d iverse cu ltura l environm ent are

encouraged to  apply.
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The BCASA Newsletter is published four times during the academic year and is emailed to all chapter 
members.  Please send suggestions and comments to the editor, Stan Morse, at BCASANews@verizon.net.
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