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Upcoming Events

September 27, 2008

9:45 am

Harvard University

Cambridge, MA

Symposium:  Major Birthdays of

Statistical Ideas and Their Inventors

October 15, 2008

6:00 pm

BU School of Medicine

Boston, MA

Dinner/Lecture:  Statistical Help for

Troubled U.S. Elections

October 25, 2008

10:00 am

MathWorks

Natick, MA

Workshop:  Applied Logistic Regression

October 25, 2008

9:30 am

Pine Manor College

Chestnut Hill, MA

Symposium:  13th New England Isolated

Statisticians Meeting 

November 15, 2008

9:45 am

MathWorks

Natick, MA

Workshop:  Bootstrap Methods and

Permutation Tests

For an updated schedule of events go to http://www.amstat.org/chapters/boston/schedule.html.  All events are

announced in advance to members on our email list.  Please send suggestions and comments to Program Chair

Matt Tom: tomma@emmanuel.edu.  

http://www.amstat.org/chapters/boston
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WORKSHOPS

Applied Logistic Regression

Ins truc tor:  David W . Hosm er

Date/Time:  Saturday, October 25, 2008; 10:00 am to 3:00 pm

Location:  M athW orks , 3 Apple H ill D rive, Natick , M A 01760

http ://www.m athworks.com /com pany/about us/d irec tions.htm l

Cost: $50  for fu ll- t im e s tudents ; $75 for non-s tudent, BCASA m em bers, $100 for

others.  Price inc ludes lunch and handouts .

Regis tration: Send check  by O ctober 18, 2008 payable to  BCASA to:

BCASA c/o Yu Zhao

FXB 549A

651 Huntington Avenue

Boston M A 02115

To pay by Visa or M astercard, contact yzhao@ sdac.harvard.edu .  

The course w ill cover these top ics :

In troduction to  the Logis tic  Regression M odel

M ultip le  Logis tic  Regression

• F itt ing the m odel

• Testing for the s ign if icance of the m odel

• Confidence in terva l es tim ation

Interpretation of the F itted Logis tic  Regress ion M odel

• D ichotom ous and polytom ous predictors

• Continuous predic tors

• In teraction and confounding

M odel-Build ing Strateg ies

Assess ing the F it o f  the Model

• Sum m ary m easures of goodness-of-f it

• Logis tic  regress ion d iagnostics

Dr. Hosm er is  Professor Em er itus  of Statis tics  a t the Univers ity of M assachusetts  Am herst and

Adjunct Professor o f Statis tics  a t the Univers ity o f Verm ont.  He is  a  Fellow of the Am erican

Statis tica l Soc iety and co-author, w ith  D r. Stanley Lem eshow, of Applied Logis t ic  Regress ion and

Applied Surv iva l Analys is .  He is  a lso co-author, w ith  Dr. Stan ley Lem eshow and Dr. Susanne M ay,

of Regression m odeling of T im e to  Event Data . 

http://www.mathworks.com/company/about
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Bootstrap Methods and Permutation Tests

Ins truc tor:  Tim  Hesterberg

Date/Tim e:  Saturday, Novem ber 15, 2008; 9 :45 am  to 5:00 pm

Location:  MathWorks, 3 Apple H ill D rive, Natick , M A 01760

                 h ttp ://www.m athworks.com /com pany/about us/d irec tions.htm l

Cost: $50 for fu ll- t im e s tudents ; $75 for non-s tuden t,  BC ASA m em bers, $100 for

others.  Price inc ludes lunch and handouts .

Regis tration: Send check  by Novem ber 8, 2008 payable to BCASA to:

BCASA c/o Yu Zhao

FXB 549A

651 Huntington Avenue

Boston M A 02115

To pay by Visa or M astercard, contact yzhao@ sdac.harvard.edu .  

In terest in  com puter-based resam pling m ethods has increased dram atica lly over the past 20 years. 

Two resam pling m ethods, boots trapping and perm utation tes ts , have been successfu lly applied to

areas of s ta tis tica l m odeling where "trad it ional" s tandard errors , conf idence  in terva ls , and

s ign if icance tes ts  are unavailab le  or are of doubtfu l accuracy.  Even in  s ituations where trad it ional

m ethods are usually applied, resam pling m ethods are va luable as a va lid ity check .  Resam pling

resu lts  m ay surprise m any experienced s tatis tic ians.  The o ld ru le  o f requir ing sam ple s izes of a t

least 30 be fo re  app lying G auss ian-based m ethods is , for exam ple, inaccurate in the presence of

skewness.

Resam pling  m ethods offer graphica l and num erica l d iagnostics  for s tandard assum ptions.  They

also offer practit ioners  greater f lex ib ility in  m odeling because they provide robust a lternatives, and

use resam pling for inferences.  Resam pling a lso offers  the f lex ib ility to  handle com plex sam pling

s ituations  w ithout ex tens ive analytica l derivations.  

The course begins w ith  a  graphica l approach to boots trapping and perm utation tes ting,  il lum inating

bas ic  s tatis tica l concepts of s tandard errors , conf idence in terva ls , p-va lues and s ign if icance tests. 

W e cons ider graphica l and num erica l d iagnostic  checks for the va lid ity of trad it ional G auss ian-

based in ferences.  W e then broaden our scope (1) to  a  w ider va r ie ty o f  applications, inc lud ing

cases where boots trapping fa ils ; (2) to  cons ider additional sam pling m ethods, inc lud ing  f in ite -

sam ple and h ierarch ica l sam pling and param etr ic  boots trapping; and (3) to d iscuss additional

resam pling m ethods, inc lud ing the jackknife, in f luence m ethods, and cross-va lidation .  The

em phasis  is  on practica l applications, w ith  occasional notes about underlying theory.

Tim  Hesterberg is  a  Senior Research Sc ientis t a t G oogle.  H e  p revious ly worked at Ins ightfu l (S-

PLUS), F rank lin  and M arsha ll C o llege, and Pacif ic  G as and  E lectr ic .  He received h is  Ph.D . in

Statis tics  from  Stanford Univers ity, under Brad Efron.  Hesterberg is  pr im ary au thor o f the

http://www.mathworks.com/company/about
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S+Resam ple package for boots trapping, perm utation tes ts , jackknife , and other resam pling

procedures, and is  lead author o f Boots trap Methods and Perm utation Tests  (2003).   The ins truc tor

is  Past-Chair o f the Statis tica l Com puting Section o f the Am erican Statis tica l Association, and was

on the Executive Board of the Interface Foundation of North  Am erica (In terface between Com puting

Science and Statis tics).

This workshop is co-sponsored by the Rhode Island and Connecticut chapters of the ASA.  

DINNER and LECTURE

Statistical Help for Troubled U.S. Elections 

Speaker:  Arlene Ash

Date/Tim e: W ednesday, O ctober 15, 2008.  Lecture 7:30 pm .

Soc ia l 6 :00 pm ; D inner 6 :30 pm .       

Location: Boston Univers ity School o f M edic ine, 801 M assachusetts  Avenue (just south

of the corner w ith  A lbany Street.   Section o f G eneral In terna l M edic ine, 2nd

f loor.

Cost: The event is  free but the cost of d inner is  $10 for m em bers and for s tudents

and $15 for o thers . 

Regis tration: Send nam e, e-m ail address, and s tatus (m em ber, s tudent, o ther) to  Sue

Perry: sperry@ rhoworld .com .   Also ind icate whether o r  not you in tend to

have d inner.

Note: This presentation will be broadcast live, via Centra.  For information about how to connect, contact

Dominique Haughton: dhaughton@bentley.edu.

US election adm in is tra tion is  a  h igh ly decentra lized, com plex industr ia l process that is  lit t le  subject

to  continuous quality im provem ent.  W e brie f ly d iscuss the key requirem ents  of h igh-in tegrity

e lec tions, what is  known (or be lieved) about the re la tive im portance of d ifferent process s teps, and

theoretica l, practica l and polit ica l barr iers  to  f ix ing the m ost im portant prob lem s.  W e will describe

key s ta tis tical (and legal) issues regard ing F lor ida 's  CD-13 fa iled e lec tion in  2006 and  ASA

in it ia tives that d irec tly invo lve s ta tis tic ians in  im proving the in tegrity o f US e lections.

Arlene Ash is  D irector of the Health  Care Research Unit a t the Boston Univers ity School of M edic ine

and Past Chair o f ASA's  Health  Policy Statis tics  Section.  She is  a  Fellow of the ASA.

http://www.insightful.com/Hesterberg/bootstrap
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SYMPOSIA

13th New England Isolated Statisticians Meeting 

Date/Tim e: Saturday, O ctober 25, 2008; 9 :30 am  to 5:00 pm

Location: P ine M anor College, Chestnut H ill, M A

This  annual event is  a  wonderfu l opportun ity for s ta tis tic ians iso la ted (usually, but not a lways, in

m athem atics  departm ents) to  d iscuss, in  som e depth, top ics  re la ted to  teaching sta tis tics . 

Park ing is  eas ily ava ilab le , and the cam pus is  a lso T-access ib le .  P lease send suggestions for

d iscuss ion top ics  to the organizer, Joan W einste in  at weinste j@ pm c.edu .

9:30 am  – 10:00 am Registra tion and refreshm ents

10:00 am  – 12:30 pm M orning sess ion

12:30 pm  – 2:00 pm Lunch

2:00 pm  – 4:30 pm Afternoon sess ion

4:30 pm  – 5:00 pm W rap-up

Quintessential Contributions: Celebrating Major Birthdays of Statistical
Ideas and Their Inventors

Host: Departm ent o f Statis tics , Harvard Univers ity

Date/Tim e: Saturday, Septem ber 27, 2008, 9 :45 am  to 5:00 pm

Location: Radc liffe  G ym , Harvard Univers ity, 18 M ason Street, Cam bridge, M A

Cost: F ree for current and form er Harvard aff il ia tes.  O thers : $50.00 ( inc lud ing beverages

and food).

W ebsite : http ://www.stat.harvard.edu/?m ode=About&page=quintessential_contributions.htm l  

Pre lim inary Schedule of Events

Ce lebra t ing  the 65  b ir thday of Donald B. Rubin and the 30  b ir thday of h is  "M ultip le  Im putationsth th

in  Sam ple Surveys:  A  Phenom enologica l Bayes ian Approach to Nonresponse."  Invited Speaker: 

F r itz Scheuren.

Celebrating the 70  b ir thday of Carl N . Morr is  and  the  25  b ir thday of h is  "Param etr ic  Em pir ica lth th

Bayes In ference:  Theory and Applications."  Invited Speaker:  Andrew G elm an.

Celebrating the 85  bir thday of Herm an Chernoff  and the 35  bir thday of h is  "The Use of Faces toth th

Represent Points  in K-D im ensional Space G raphically."  Invited Speaker: Steve W ang.

mailto:weinstej@pmc.edu
http://www.stat.harvard.edu/?mode=About&page=quintessential_contributions.html
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Celebrating the 100  b ir thday of W .S. 'Student' Gosset's  "T he  P robable Error o f a  M ean."  Invitedth

Speaker:  Stephen Stig ler.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Statistician, Assistant Professor

Tufts  Univers ity School o f Denta l M ed ic ine  invites  applications for a  fu ll- t im e, contract-track

statis tic ian appointed as  ass is tant professor, reporting to  the D irector o f Advanced and G raduate

Education w ith in  the Tufts  Univers ity Sc ientif ic  and C lin ica l Research Center. Th is  pos it ion is  part

o f  a  growing research team  charged with enhanc ing the scope, breadth and funding leve ls o f

research pro jec ts  a t TUSDM .

Prim ary respons ib ilit ies  inc lude:

* Teaching core s ta tis tica l courses for graduate and post-graduate s tudents  at the School o f Denta l

M edic ine;

* Provid ing analytic  and s tatis tica l support to  facu lty and s tudents  from  pro tocol inception to  f ina l 

            reporting;

* M entoring predoctora l and postdoctora l s tudents  w ith  research des ign and pro jec t im plem entation;

* Serving on various com m ittees for thes is  reviews, fe llowship assignm ents , e tc ;

* Presenting research f ind ings at various conferences.

Q ualif ied applicants  m us t possess a Ph.D . or equivalent degree in  Statis tics , B iostatis tics  or

Epidem io logy, and have one to three years  experience in  c lin ica l research . In  addition, applicants

should have a knowledge of s tudy des ign, fam iliar ity w ith  various s ta tis tica l software packages (SAS

and SPSS), som e teaching experience, s trong com m unication sk ills  and the ab il i ty to  work  w ith

junior investigators  and adm in is tra tors .

Send CV to :

Paul Stark , M .S., Sc.D .

D irector o f Advanced and Graduate Education

Tufts  Univers ity School o f Denta l M edic ine

One Kneeland St.

DHS 639

Boston, M A   02111

or via  em ail to  paul.s tark@ tufts .edu

Tufts University is an AA/EOE employer and actively seeks candidates from diverse backgrounds.

mailto:paul.stark@tufts.edu
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REPORT

To the Council of Chapters Representatives

The Boston chapter serves s ta tis tic ians in  M assachuse tts ,  Verm ont, New Ham pshire, and M aine.

As of 8 /6 /08 our m em bership cons is ts  o f 460 people (up from  440 at 9/1 /2007).  O vera ll, the chapter

rem ains very active, w ith  e ight events , inc lud ing even ing lectures, soc ia l ac tiv it ies , and short

courses during the past year. The chapter rem ains an active aff ilia te  o f M u S igm a Rho (the national

honorary soc ie ty for s ta t is t ics )  and inducted 18 new m em bers th is  year.  The p lanning com m ittee

of the chapter is  busy coord inating the program  for the upcom ing year.  As a lways, suggestions for

speakers  and top ics  are welcom ed.

In  August, the Counc il o f  Chapters  Representatives convened for its  annual gathering at the Jo in t

Statis tics  M eetings. The counc il m eeting a llows chapter representatives to  share the ir experiences

with  other chapters . Congratu la tions are in  order for Scott Evans, who received the Chapter Service

Recognition Award, and to  Katherine M onti, who was recognized for her d is tinguished service on

the ASA Board of D irec tors and the Counc il o f  Chapters  Representatives.  Congratu la tions a lso to

BCASA m em bers  nam ed as Fellows of the Am erican Statis tica l Assoc iation: Katherine T. Halvorsen

(Sm ith College, Northam pton M A) and Phillip  T. Lavin  (Averion International Corpora t ion,

Southborough M A).

Nicholas Horton

Council o f Chapters Representative
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nominations for Mosteller Statistician of the Year

The BCASA M oste ller Statis tic ian of the Year award is  presented each year a t a  banquet/lec ture in

February to  a  d is tinguished s tatis tic ian who has m ade exceptional contr ibutions to  the f ie ld o f

s tatis tics  and has shown outs tanding service to  the sta tis tica l com m unity and to  the Boston Chapter. 

R ichard  D eVeaux , o f W illiam s College, won the 2008 award.  Previous award rec ip ients  are Fred

M oste ller (1990), Herm an Chernoff  (1991), M arvin  Zelen (1992), Ralph D ’Agostino (1993), W illiam

DuMouchel (1994), Don Rubin (1995), Nan Laird (1996), David Hoaglin  (1997),  R ichard Goldste in

(1998), Arlene Ash (1999), Cyrus M ehta (2000), A lan Gelfand (2001), A lan Zas lavsky (2002), John

D. McKenzie, J r.  (2003), Louise Ryan (2004), M ei L ing Tee Lee (2005), Carl Morr is  (2006), and L. 

J .  W ei (2007).   

P lease forward a ll nom inations  by O ctober 6, 2008 to  Dom inique Haughton:

dhaughton@ bentley.edu .  Inc lude a br ie f  descrip tion of the person’s qualif ications for the award.

Voting w ill take p lace at the O ctober P lanning Com m ittee m eeting.

Elections

Elections for BCASA pres ident, program  chair, and chapter representative w ill be he ld at the

D inner/Lecture event on O ctober 15.  P lease send nom inations to Scott Evans at

evans@ sdac.harvard.edu .  

Future Events

W ould you like to  host a  BCASA-sponsored  event?  P lease contact Matt Tom  at

tom m a@ em m anuel.edu .  The chapter m ight be ab le to he lp w ith  the event and a lso provide  m odest

f inanc ia l support.

Annual Holiday Party

Please contact M att Tom  at tom m a@ em m anuel.edu  or Dom inique Haughton at

dhaughton@ bentley.edu  if  you are in terested in  hosting the annual ho liday party.

http://mailto/hich/af1/dbch/af37/loch/f1%20:evans@sdac.harvard.edu
mailto:tomma@emmanuel.edu
mailto:tomma@emmanuel.edu
mailto:dhaughton@bentley.edu


page 9

BCASA OFFICERS

Pres ident Dom inique Haughton Bentley College

Program  Chair Matt Tom  Emmanuel College

Vice-Pres ident Jam es M cDougall Ironwood Pharmaceuticals 

Secretary Tzu-M in Yeh Harvard School of Public Health

Treasurer Yu Zhao Harvard School of Public Health
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