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**********************************************************************
Best wishes for a very happy new year from the Boston Chapter of the American
Statistical Association!

We would like to wish you all a wonderful new year, featuring, in addition to health,
happiness and prosperity, the opportunity to see you at one of our events!

Please contact Dominique Haughton at dhaughton@bentley.edu  if you would like to
join the BCASA Planning Committee.  We meet about once every six weeks, and the
chapter provides (good) dinners during our meetings … Come and have an impact on
the choice of events proposed by the chapter!

And most of all, thank you for being part of the BCASA community!

With very best wishes

Dominique Haughton
President BCASA
**********************************************************************

Upcoming Events

February 12, 2009

6:15 pm

Simmons College

Boston, MA

Mosteller Statistician of the Year

Presentation

February 21, 2009

1:00 pm

Simmons College

Boston, MA

Career Fair

March 21, 2009

10:00 am

To Be Announced BCASA Retreat

http://www.amstat.org/chapters/boston
mailto:dhaughton@bentley.edu
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EVENTS

Mosteller Statistician of the Year Presentation

This  year’s  Statis tic ian of the Year is  David  W  Hosm er , Ph.D ., Professor (Em eritus) o f

B iostatis tics ,  Univers ity o f M assachusetts   Am herst and Adjunct Professor o f Statis tics ,

Univers ity o f Verm ont.

Date: February 12, 2009

Tim e: Soc ia l:  6 :15 pm  to 6:45 pm

Dinner: 6 :45 pm  to 7:30 pm

Talk : 7 :30 pm  to 8:30 pm

Location: Spec ia l Functions Room  (1  f loor), M ain Build ing, S im m ons Collegest

For d irec tions see http ://www.s im m ons.edu/overview/d irec tions/

Fees: D inner is  $35 for nonm em bers, $30 for m em bers.  Talk  is  free.

Regis tration: RSVP to Sue Perry (sperry@ rhoworld .com ) as soon as poss ib le .

Abstract of Talk

Additive Surviva l Tim e M odels : W hat are they and are they usefu l?

The m ost com m only f it t im e to  event m ode ls  a re  m ultip licative.  In  a  genera l sense the m odel

param eters  describe changes over t im e in  the log of the m odel's  system atic  com ponents .  The Cox

Proportiona l H azards M odel is  probably the m ost frequently used such m odel but Accelerated

Failure Tim e M odels  a re  a lso often used.  W here one of these m odels  is  f it, ra tios are used to

m ultip licative ly express the effec t o f changes in  the covaria tes.  Additive Tim e to  Event M odels  have

also been proposed in which m easures of e ffec t are expressed as d ifferences in  the m odel's

system atic  com ponent.  Th is  ta lk  cons iders  a few additive m odels and focuses on severa l practica l

issues: f itt ing, tes ting, es tim ation, and in te rpre ta t ion of covaria te  effec t.  An additive m odel

proposed by Aalen yie lds  a graphica l descrip tion of covaria te  effec t  over t im e, provid ing inform ation
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particu lar ly usefu l to  c lin ic ians.  The ta lk  conc ludes by considering which type of m odel to  use in

practice.

Career Fair

Date: February 21, 2009

Tim e: 1:00 pm  to 4:30 pm

Location: S im m ons College

Regis tration: Ins truc tions will be d is tr ibuted in  February

This  event is  in tended prim arily for undergraduates in New England who would like to  learn m ore

about the wonderfu l career opportun it ies  open to  s ta tis tic ians.  The Fair w ill inc lude speakers

from  a w ide range of s ta tis tica l profess ions as well as  a panel on graduate s tudy in  s ta tis tics  and

rela ted f ie lds .  There w ill be am ple opportun ity for s tudents  to  m eet in form ally w ith  the various

speakers .

P lease bring th is  event to  the attention of your s tudents . If  you have questions, don’t hes ita te to

contact one of the organizers .

Robert G oldm an N ilupa G unaratna

robert.go ldm an@ sim m ons.edu gunaratna@ alum ni.purdue.edu

BCASA Retreat

W ikipedia  def ines a re treat as  a s ing le  or m ulti-day offs ite  m eeting to  d iscuss s tra tegy, bu ild

s tronger team s, and form ulate goals .  The BCASA will ho ld  such a re treat on Saturday, M arch

21, 2009, from  10:00 a.m . to  4 :00 p.m ., in  the greater Boston area.   M em bers in terested in

partic ipating  should contact John M cKenzie at m ckenzie@ babson.edu. 

mailto:robert.goldman@simmons.edu
mailto:gunaratna@alumni.purdue.edu
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Assoc iate D irector, C lin ical Research Program

Children 's Hospital Boston , a  world-c lass spec ia lized hospita l and the prim ary pediatr ic

teaching hospita l o f  Harvard M edica l School, invites  applications and nom inations for the

pos it ion of Assoc iate D irector, C lin ica l Research Program .  The C lin ical Research Program

(CRP) is  a  sc ientif ic , in ter-d isc ip linary research program  whose m iss ion is  to  enhance the quality

of c lin ica l research at Children 's  Hospita l through sc ientif ic  leadersh ip in  c lin ica l research

m ethodology; collaboration or consulta tion on the des ign, conduct, and analys is  o f c lin ica l

research s tud ies; and education in  c lin ica l research m ethods and practice which targets  the

c lin ica l research com m unity.  S ince its  inception in 1998, the CRP has susta ined s ign if icant

growth in  s ta ff  and resources and now inc ludes 34 s ta ff  m em bers from  various d isc ip lines,

inc lud ing ep idem io logis ts , b ios tatis tic ians, application developers , projec t d irectors , data

coord inators , and data entry s ta ff .

Reporting to  the D irector o f the C lin ica l Research Program , the Assoc iate D irector is  respons ib le

for the day-to-day governance of the program , establish ing annual budgetary requirem ents ,

supervis ing senior m anagem ent personnel, and develop ing and ensuring the successful

execution of annual Program  goals  and objectives.  The Assoc iate D irector leads short and long

term  s tra teg ic  p lanning, inc lud ing develop ing new d irec tions or in it ia tives to  prom ote excellence

and quality in  c lin ica l research m ethods and practice, while p lanning and leading outreach

efforts  to  the c lin ical research com m unity and co llaborating on c lin ica l research protocols  and

program  educational ac tiv it ies .

Q ualif ied candidate m ust have: a doctorate in  a  sc ientif ic  or m edica l d isc ip line w ith  re levant

education and tra in ing in  c lin ica l research m ethods; previous adm in is tra tive or m anagem ent

experience; excellent interpersonal sk ills ; a  com m itm ent to  fos ter ing a co llegia l and team

environm ent; s trong written and com m unication sk ills ; and com petency and d irec t experience in

c lin ica l research.

Inquir ies  and applications should be d irec ted to  Sarah G aines at O pus Search Partners . Sarah

can be reached by em ail a t sarah.gaines@ opuspartners .net or by te lephone at 215.790.1188

X-233.
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Faculty Position in Statistics/Applied Mathematics

http ://www.curry.edu/About+Us/Hum an+Resources/Job+O pportun it ies /Faculty+Positions.htm

Curry College seeks an ind iv idual w ith  the experience, enthus iasm , and im agination to  ass is t in

the developm ent o f our growing m athem atics  m inor and the quantita tive reasoning ability o f our

s tudent body. Ph.D . in  Statis tics  and/or Applied M athem atics  w ith  dem onstrated teaching

excellence, experience supervis ing undergraduate research in  s ta tis tics /m athem atics , assess ing

learning outcom es for co llege-level m athem atics  courses, us ing technology in  c lassroom s, w ith

a des ired secondary background in  teaching developm ental m athem atics  or m athem atics  for

prospective educators .

P lease subm it cover le tter, inc luding s ta tem ent o f your teaching ph ilosophy, v itae and lis t o f  f ive

references to : M ary Dunn, 

D irector o f Hum an Resources

Curry College

1071 B lue H ill Ave.

M ilton, MA 02186.

Fax: (617) 333-2330. Em ail: m dunn@ curry.edu . F ina lis ts  w ill be asked to  provide off ic ia l

transcrip ts  and teaching evaluations. 

Please Note: Although the deadline for applications was January 19, we are continu ing to

accept applications. If  in terested, p lease send as soon as poss ib le a pre lim inary le tter o f

in terest, curriculum  vitae and, if  poss ib le , your s ta tem ent o f teaching philosophy, so that you are

inc luded in  the in it ia l screening process. Supporting docum ents  such as re ferences m ay be sent

la ter.
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Senior Statistician

Here is  your chance to  p lay a hugely in f luentia l ro le  as part o f AstraZeneca 's  industry-leading

D iscovery Statis tics group.  H igh ly com petit ive packages + re location ass is tance.  Sweden

(Södertä lje / M ölndal / Lund) or USA (W ilm ington / Boston).

 

About the ro le .  W e are look ing  fo r  a  num ber of ta lented Statis tic ians to  s trengthen our g lobal

D iscovery Enabling Capabilit ies  and Sc iences (DECS) Statis t ics  D epartm ent, which provides

innovative technolog ies and direc t pro ject support to our drug d iscovery and developm ent activ it ies .

Based at one of our key s ites  across the world , you w ill focus on in tegrating s tatis tics  fu lly in to  the

work f low of the D iscovery function. It 's  a  newly created ro le  that will see you ensuring that pro jec t

team s have the r ight level o f s ta tis tica l input, and identifying new opportun it ies  for adding va lue and

im plem enting best practice. 

 

About you .  Q ualif ied to a t least M Sc and preferably PhD leve l in  a  subject w ith a s ign if ican t

s tatis tica l com ponent, you 'll have proven technica l sk ills  in  a s im ilar ro le . A lthough experience of

the  pharm aceutica l industry would be a p lus , it 's  m ore im portant that you can show the ab ili ty to

provide s ta tis tica l input that de livers  rea l bus iness im pact. For ro les  in Södertä lje  and W ilm ington,

exper ience  o f  regulatory tox icology would be an advantage. Expert knowledge of a  package like

SAS, R  or S-P lus is  essen t ia l -  and so too are the com m unication, presentation and consultancy

sk ills  to work  effec tive ly w ith  sc ientis ts  and m anagers  at a ll levels  o f the business.

 

About AstraZeneca.  As one of the world 's  leading  pharm aceutica l com panies, AstraZeneca is

focused on provid ing innovative, e ffec tive m edic ines that m ake a rea l d ifference in  im portant areas

of healthcare. W e em ploy 66,000 s taff  around the world  and spend $16 m illion every work ing day

on research and developm ent.  AstraZeneca 's  D iscovery Statis tics  Departm ent de live rs  c reative

statis tica l so lu tions to  a  wide range of bus iness p rob lem s. Our th ink ing he lps to  explo it the

m axim um  value from  research experim ents  by im proving the quality of data generated and the

cons is tency of in terpretation, whils t reduc ing costs , saving  t im e and contr ibuting to  portfo lio

d ivers ity.

 

To apply, v is it www.careers .astrazeneca.co.uk  and search under re ference DECS136. 

C los ing date: 13th Feb 2009
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Health Services Research

Title :    Research Data Analys t

Area:     Health  Sc iences/Health  Services Research/Health  Policy

Em ployer: Boston M edical Center

Setting: The Health  Care Research Unit, Section o f  G eneral Interna l M edic ine, s tud ies who gets

what health care services and to  what e ffec t. Spec ia l in terests  inc lude: d isparit ies  in  service receipt

and outcom es by race, sex and age; analytic  m ethods (r isk  adjustm ent) for m ak ing fa ir  com parisons

of providers  on costs  and quality o f care.

M ain responsib ilit ies  fo r  the research data analys t: p lanning and conducting analyses ( inc lud ing

m ultivariable  regress ion) and com m unicating f ind ings in  tex t, graphs, tab les and presentations;

conducting literature and other searches; constructing analytic  f iles  from  large databases; m anaging

pro jects  ( track ing IRB and abstract subm iss ions, com pliance w ith  data use agreem ents  and pro jec t

tim elines); provid ing analytic  support for phys ic ians perform ing c lin ica l research; help ing to  develop

research pro jec ts , prepare grant proposals  and draft m anuscrip ts .

Requirem ents : M aster 's  degree in  b ios tatis tics , health  services research o r  a  re levant d isc ip line;

a log ical and inquir ing m ind; "team  m em ber" m enta lity; s trong analytic  sk ills ; program m ing in  SAS

or s im ilar s ta tis tica l software; ab ility to  set pr iorities while  m anaging severa l pro jec ts  s im ultaneous ly;

good  com m unica tion sk ills . Those w ithout exp lic it tra in ing in  health should have at least year o f

experience w ith  health  care data/health  po licy issues. Those with  m ore  advanced sk ills  are a lso

encouraged to  apply.

If  in terested please send resum es to  aash@ bu.edu.

mailto:aash@bu.edu.
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REPORT

Chapter Activities: 2008

The Boston Chapter (serving m em bers in  M assachusetts , Verm ont, New Ham pshire  and M aine)

continues to  o ffer a  varied program  of lec tures, socia l events , short courses and conferences for

its  465 m em bers.   Activit ies  during 2008 inc luded a se lection of in teresting evening lec tures, short

courses, and soc ia l events.  Lecture h igh lights  from  the past year inc luded ta lks  by Ar lene  Ash

(Boston Univers ity) on "Statis tica l he lp  for troubled US e lections," Tom  Lane and Peter Perk ins  (The

M athW orks) on "L ife  in  s ta tis tica l software developm ent," and X iao-L i M eng (Harvard Univers ity)

on "A sem i-theoretic ian 's  m id-day confess ion: The true m eaning of i. i.d . in  (applied) s ta tis tics ."

R ichard De Veaux (W illiam s College) was the rec ip ient o f the Moste ller Statis tic ian of the Year

award.  After the award d inner D ick  spoke on "Lessons from  the trenches: what Data M in ing teaches

m e about teaching Statis tics ."

Short-courses were a m ajor focus of the past year 's  program .  A  num ber of ha lf-day and fu ll-day

courses were offered, a ll o f  which were well a ttended.  Kate Tranbarger (Am herst College) taught

"An  in troduction to  R ," David Hosm er (Univers ity o f M assachusetts  Am herst and Univers ity o f

Verm ont) o ffered a course on "Applied log is tic  regress ion," while  Tim  Hesterberg (G oogle) led one

on "Boots trap M ethods and Perm utation Tests ."   The chapter co llaborated w ith  o ther reg ional

chapters  on the las t course.  M em bers of a t least three ASA chapters  attended.

The chapter a lso co-sponsored a m eeting of the Iso lated Academ ic Statis tic ians as well as  severa l

events  at Harvard Univers ity.  It a lso hosted a w inter party (kudos to  Katherine M onti of  Rho, Inc .) 

and sponsored 18 students  for m em bership in  M u S igm a Rho, the national s ta tis tics  honor soc ie ty.

Chapter off icers  are: Pres ident: Dom in ique Haughton (Bentley Univers ity); V ice-President: Jam es

M acDougall ( Ironwood Pharm aceutica ls); Treasurer: Yu Zhao (Harvard Univers ity); Program  Chair:

M att Tom  (Em m anuel C o llege) ;  Secretary: Tzu-M in Yeh (Harvard Univers ity); and Counc il o f

Chapters  Representative: M aureen M ayer (Raytheon).  Dom in ique and M att are beginn ing the ir

second term s.  M aureen rep laces N icholas Horton (Sm ith College), who  was  C ounc il o f Chapters

Representative from  2002 to  2008.  
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Nominate Your Top Statistics Students for Mu Sigma Rho

 

The Boston C hapte r  o f the Am erican Statis tical Assoc iation (BCASA) encourages a ll facu lty

m em bers teaching s ta tis tics  in  M assachusetts , Verm ont, N ew H am pshire  and M aine to  cons ider

nom inating your s tudents  (both undergraduate and graduate) for m em bership in  M u Sigm a Rho, the

national honorary soc ie ty for s ta tis tics .

 

W hat's in  it  for the students?  Inductees receive a free m em bership in  the Am erican  Sta t is tica l

Assoc iation, the BCASA and a subscrip tion to  CHANCE.  T h is  is  a  great way to  encourage careers

in  s ta tis tics  for your top s tudents , and tie  them  in  to  m any useful resources, job opportun it ies  and

rela ted artic les .  

 

W hat's in  it  for you?   Nom inating a s tudent is  an easy way for you to  provide a pat on the back  to

your top s tudents , and s im plify getting them  set up as s tudent m em ber of the  ASA as  we ll as  the

local chapter.  Your nam e is  lis ted on correspondence with  s tudents , and your school is  a lso lis ted

along w ith  the nam e of the s tudent.

The process is  s tra ightforward for both  the nom inator and the nom inee.  As nom inator, you are

asked to f ill out a  1-page form  per s tudent, a ttach a transcrip t (unoff ic ia l is  f ine) and induction fees

of $5 per s tudent.  The student only needs to  conf irm  the ir in terest in  having the ir nam e put forward.

 

M ore in form ation and the nom ination form  can be found at

http ://www.m ath.sm ith .edu/~nhorton/m sr.h tm l.

Com pleted form s, which are due to  M arch 2, 2009, should be sent to  

N icholas Horton

Departm ent o f M athem atics  and Statis tics

Sm ith College

Northam pton, MA  01063-0001

http ://www.m ath.sm ith .edu/~nhorton

http://www.math.smith.edu/~nhorton/msr.html.
http://www.math.smith.edu/~nhorton
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