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OCLB-ASA Newsletter 
Orange Country/Long Beach Chapter of the American Statistical Association 

In the second quarter 2017 Issue: 

We are pleased to report many successful events in the 

past few months. It has been a fabulous quarter. Our 

Organizing Committee and members really have done 

amazing jobs which keep our Chapter going, all while 

bringing awareness about the work of OCLBASA that 

impact on students, statisticians, professionals in our 

region. We have also made a great progress in outreach 

efforts with local universities in recognizing contribution 

of statistics. Following are the events that the Chapter 

either hosted or supported: 

➢ 23 March: OCLBASA Quarterly Social  

➢ 8 April: OCLBASA AP Statistics Poster Competition 

➢ 21-23 April: DataFest at Chapman University 

➢ 14-19 May: 2017 International Science and Engineering Fair 

➢ 23 June: OCLBASA Summer Picnic  

Several exciting events are planned over the next couple 

of months. Please see the newsletter for more 

information 

❖ 29 July: OCLBASA EC Meeting  

❖ 12 August: OCLBASA LC Meeting 

❖ 22 September: OCLBASA Quarterly Social  

❖ Oct: ASA Travelling Course in 2017
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OCLB-ASA 2017 Q1 Quarterly Social 

23 March 2017 

Our quarterly social provided a great opportunity for attendees to share their current 

projects or questions/challenges about data analysis and get feedback from other 

statisticians, experts and professionals in the local area. We recently hosted this 

event on March 23 at Duck Club, Irvine Ranch Water District, a part of the San 

Joaquin Marsh. Beyond this area are the ponds and wild birds’ migration staging 

areas of the San Joaquin Wildlife Sanctuary. The meeting was focused on the 

application on statistics in the quality assurance in industry. Nearly 25 members and 

non-members attended the meeting. We enjoyed a light snack, networked with 

fellow attendees and heard what’s happening in their careers and lives.  We were 

also so happy to have two topic presentations from two different companies, Edward 

Lifescience and Allegan: 
 

 

 

 Larry Bartkus, Sr Distinguished Engineer, 

Quality Systems, Edward Lifesciences 

“Statistical Applications in Quality Assurance” 

 

 Yan Liu, Statistician, Allergan 

“Statistical Methods in Quality Control in Drug 

Development” 
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Annual AP Statistics High School Poster Competition 
8 April 2017 

The Orange County/Long Beach Chapter (OCLBASA) was pleased to announce the winners of 

the 2017 AP Statistics High School Poster Competition. First-place Bob Newcomb Grand Award 

winners received $100 and the other 5 teams of honorable mention received $50 each. The 

competition was jointly directed and sponsored by OCLBASA/SCASA and held at Chapman 

University. This year’s competition attracted a record number of students and teams from 6 

high schools:  Sunny hills HS, Troy HS, Barstow HS, Whitney HS, Rancho Cucamonga HS and 

California HS. Over 100 students and 46 teams submitted their posters and their AP teachers 

also attended the meeting.  We were especially appreciative for the continued support from 

Michael Fahy and Chapman University, also all of our event coordinators, volunteers and judges  

 The Annual AP Statistical High school Poster competition Award Recipients in 2017 are: 

FIRST PRIZE – The Bob Newcomb Grand Award: 

from ; 

 “Food for Thought” (Ms. Kari Kooker)

HONORABLE TEAMS: 

 from  

“Difficulty of Teacher vs AP score”, (Mr. Paul Rodriguez) 

 from 

“The Woke Among Us: A Sleep Student of High School Students” (Dr. Peter Esperanza)  

 From ;  

“Leaders of Um-erica” (Ms. Stephanie Machado) 

 From  

“Rolling EGGSperiment “(Ms. Stephanie Machado) 

 from ; 

 “Are U.S. Citizenship Tests Fair?” (Mr. Jared Derksen) 
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DataFest at Chapman University in 2017 
 April 21-23, 2017 

-----By Michael A. Fahy (Professor, Associate Dean of Operations, Finance, and Facilities) 

15 teams with 65 students from 6 universities - 1 from UCSB, 1 from CSUN, 5 from USC, 1 from UCI, 

3 from UCSF and 4 from Chapman.  74 students registered and 65 actually showed up participated. 

42 consultants registered, 31 of them came, but we had 3 bonus consultants from Ingram Micro 

At 6:00 p.m. on Friday, Dean Andrew Lyon welcomed the students to Chapman.  Dr. Rob Gould from 

UCLA, the “founder” of DataFest, gave the keynote address, gave advice on goals for the weekend, 

and introduced the data.  The students started work at 7:00 pm on Friday. 

The Students worked in the Sandhu Conference Center and ate in the Randall Dining Commons   until 

noon on Sunday when they submitted their 3 slide presentations.  Starting at 1:00 pm each team had 

five minutes to present their findings to a panel of 6 judges: 

                                                                   

  

 

Johnny Lin, PhD 
 
Statistical Consultant at 
UCLA 

 

Lynn Langit  
Big Data and Cloud 
architect, analyst, 
speaker, author and 
trainer 

Tao Song, PhD  
Associate Director, Spectrum 

Pharmaceuticals.  

 

 

Jeo Kurian, MS 
 
Director of Risk 
Management and 
Analytics, Mitsubishi UFG 
Union Bank, Irvine.   

Pamela Hsu, MS  

Director, Statistical Programming, 

Spectrum Pharmaceuticals.   

Director of Biostatistics and 

Programming at Lantheus 

Medical Image 
 

 

Bdrett Danaher, PhD  

Assistant Professor of 

Economics and Management 

Science Argyros School of 

Business and Economics, 

Chapman University 
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 Continued from previous pages…. 

This year’s data came from the Expedia hotel business.  The main data file contained more than 10 million 

records of Expedia website transactions in the United States, Canada and Germany (the map is up). 

The judges determined the winners of the three official categories: Best Insight, Best Visualization, and 

Best Use of External Data, and decided to give a special award for Best Use of Statistical Models to two 

teams.  The recipients were: 

 

Best Insight:  

Jamie Decker, Matthew Jones, Collin Miller, Ian Postel, Seyed Sajjadi                                           from CSUN 

Best Visualization: 

Dylan Bowman, William Cortes, Shevis Johnson, Tristan Tran                                 from Chapman University 

Best Use of External Data:  

Timothy Kristedja, Sarah Lasman, Brandon MakinBEST                           from Chapman University 

The judges’ special award for Best Use of Statistical Models was given to two teams: 

Big Data: 

Hsuanpei Lee, Omar Lopez, Yi Yang Tan, Grace Xu, Xuejia Xu                   from USC 

Quants: 

Serena Cheng, Chelsea Lee, Hossein Shafii,                  from USC 

Winners were given certificates, medallions designed by Chapman’s Ideation  

Lab and printed on Chapman’s MLAT Lab 3D printer, free student member- 

ships in the American Statistical Association, and 6 month memberships,  

including free access to all the course, to DataCamp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.datacamp.com/
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2017 International Science and Engineering Fair 
 May 14~19, 2017 

---By Hunter Glanz, Rob Krafty, Tom Short, Luke Thelen, Madeline Bauer 

Statisticians from three southern California chapters of the American Statistical Association 

(Southern California, Orange County/Long Beach, and San Diego) participated in the 2017 

Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF), held May 14–19 in Los Angeles. 

Students participating were 9th through 12th graders who earned the right to compete at the 

Intel ISEF 2017 by winning a top prize at a local, regional, state or national science fair. Over 

40 southern California judges had the difficult job of evaluating 1400+ science projects by 

students from over 70 countries and representing virtually every scientific and engineering 

discipline, simply because statistics is used in every discipline!  

On the first day of reviews, 34 judges screened all 1400+ projects and selected about 170 

projects that incorporated detailed statistical analysis. From this group, 26 projects were 

selected for the final interview round the next day. On Wednesday morning, 18 judges were 

ready at 7:15 am to conduct interviews with the student finalists. Working in teams of 3, the 

judges selected the three winners and awarded honorable mention to the next best 13 of the 

rest. 

The first prize winner was Davey Hideo Huang, a junior at Iolani School, Honolulu, Hawaii. His 

project title was “A Morphokinetic and Machine Learning Model for Aneuploidy Screening of 

Human Preimplantation Embryos.” He used time-lapse imaging of in vitro developing embryos 

to identify novel morphokinetic markers for aneuploidy. He then used multivariate logistic  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

regression, neural networks, and support vector machines to develop a simple, non-

invasive, inexpensive, and accurate model to screen for aneuploidy with high discriminative 

capabilities offering significant improvements over current state-of-the-art screening. Huang 

received $1500 from the ASA, and he also received a Grand Award “Best in Category” in the 

Cellular and Molecular Biology category.  

 

The second place winner was Tejas S Athni, a junior at Stratford Academy, Macon, Georgia, 

who received $1000 for the project “Inhibiting the Proliferation of Patient-derived 

Glioblastoma Multiforme (GBM) Cells and U-87 MG Cell Line Using Leaf Extract of Bacopa 

 

   

Olga Korosteleva (President, 

SCASA), second place winner: 

Tejas S Athni, third place 

winner: Isani Singh, and 

Gajanan Bhat (President, 

OCLBASA) at the Special 

Awards ceremony.  The first 

place winner, Davey Hideo 

Huang, was unable to attend 

the awards ceremony. 



7 
 

 Continued from previous pages…. 

The second-place winner was Tejas S Athni, a junior at Stratford Academy, Macon, Georgia, who 

received $1000 for the project “Inhibiting the Proliferation of Patient-derived Glioblastoma 

Multiforme (GBM) Cells and U-87 MG Cell Line Using Leaf Extract of Bacopa monnieri.” The third-

place winner was Isani Singh, a junior at Cherry Creek High School, Greenwood Village, Colorado, 

who received $500 for the project “Hospitalization in Women with Turner Syndrome.” Singh also 

received a Grand Award “second in category” in the Biomedical and Health Science category (see 

photo up).   

The full list of Special Awards winners and their prizes can be viewed at 

https://www.societyforscience.org/content/press-room/intel-isef-2017-special-awards-

ceremony 

and the list of Grand Awards winners and their prizes at 

https://www.societyforscience.org/content/press-room/intel-international-science-and-

engineering-fair-2017-grand-award-winners. 

Olga Korosteleva (President, Southern California Chapter) of California State University, Long 

Beach, CA and Gajanan Bhat (President, Orange County/Long Beach Chapter) of Spectrum 

Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Irvine, CA attended the Special Awards ceremony to present ASA 

certificates to the winners. All winners and honorable mention awardees received one year 

student memberships to the ASA including one-year subscriptions to Significance and CHANCE. 

Thanks to the ASA for the cash prizes and thanks to CRC Press/Taylor & Francis Group/Chapman 

& Hall, JMP, O’Reilly Media, and Wiley for the donated books, magazines, software and other 

items. A special thanks to Google for a grant to cover hotel rooms for judges from outlying areas. 

Many of the judges found judging at the Intel ISEF a rewarding experience and a professional 

highlight. They said they were energized and transformed by the breadth and depth of the 

research methods and concomitant inferential analysis applied to address pressing issues in areas 

as diverse as health care, energy, materials sciences, plant sciences, molecular biology, 

computational biology, and many others.  The student’s project boards included background 

literature (with references!), purposeful hypotheses, detailed analysis and results (occasionally 

with explanatory code on their laptops), and integrated conclusions. Especially impressive were 

the non-parametric and machine learning tools that some students brought to bear on their 

research problems. Methods such as principal components analysis and others, far beyond the 

scope of K-12 and even some undergraduate statistics coursework, brought a sophisticated and 

modern perspective to these meaningful science and engineering projects. The judges were also 

impressed with the rich diversity of students, including groups of students from Pakistan, Egypt, 

Indonesia, Brazil, Uruguay, the Czech Republic, and historically underrepresented areas in the 

U.S. such as Fresno, CA. 

In addition to reviewing the projects, the judges also participated in extended outreach to 

students beyond the top winners. During the first review of the projects, 400 of the most 

https://www.societyforscience.org/content/press-room/intel-isef-2017-special-awards-ceremony
https://www.societyforscience.org/content/press-room/intel-isef-2017-special-awards-ceremony
https://www.societyforscience.org/content/press-room/intel-international-science-and-engineering-fair-2017-grand-award-winners
https://www.societyforscience.org/content/press-room/intel-international-science-and-engineering-fair-2017-grand-award-winners
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promising projects received a copy of Chance magazine (thanks to Taylor & Francis Group) and a 

certificate for a free ebook from O’Reilly Media. On the second day of review, students with the 

100 most promising projects each received a book. Thanks to Wiley and to CRC Press/Taylor and 

Francis Group/Chapman & Hall, statisticians talked in person and distributed books to over 7% of 

the students this year, compared to less than 1% in 2014.  The students were delighted to receive 

a book for their good use of statistics in their projects and seemed genuinely impressed that 

professional statisticians took notice of their use of statistics. Of course, it was as exciting for us 

to deliver these books to the students as it was for them to receive the books!  

Thanks to continued support provided by the ASA Council of Chapters Governing Board, Tom 

Short from West Chester University of Pennsylvania presented a Monday symposium for ISEF 

finalists, teachers, and mentors. Approximately 100 people were in attendance as Tom presented 

a talk titled "Statistics: The Grammar of Science.” After the symposium, enthusiastic finalists and 

teachers had many questions about specific science fair projects and about the broader role of 

statistics in K-12 science education and beyond. 

The ASA and its Pittsburgh Chapter are excited to participate in next year’s ISEF, which will be 

held in Pittsburgh, PA, May 13-18, 2018.   Those who are interested in participating in next year’s 

event are encouraged to contact Rob Krafty (rkrafty@pitt.edu) of the University of Pittsburgh.  
Many thanks to the 40 statisticians who rearranged their busy schedules so they could participate in the 

judging for the 2017 Intel ISEF!  And very special thanks to southern California statisticians Harold Dyck, 

Heidi Gransar, Johanna Hardin, Rebecca Le, Wayne Smith, Blake Sweeney, and Luke Thelen for their 

tireless work behind the scenes contacting donor organizations and arrangements for the 2017 ISEF. We 

look forward to seeing many ASA members at next year’s event in Pittsburgh. 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

   

   

mailto:rkrafty@pitt.edu
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Upcoming Events July ~ September, 2017 

OCLBASA QUARTERLY SOCIAL/BBQ/POTLUCK/ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING   

OCLBASA will conduct its Annual Business Meeting together with the June Quarterly Social in the 

form of a BBQ/potluck at the Duck Club. We invite our chapter members and their families and 

friends to come and enjoy a relaxing pre-holiday afternoon/evening. The newly elected officers (VP 

for Academic Affairs, VP for Professional Affairs, and Secretary) will attend the event. This is a good 

opportunity to get to know them and introduce yourself. Note that you are welcome to bring your 

favorite alcoholic drinks for yourself or to share. The chapter will offer burgers, hot dogs, water, and 

soft drinks. Each member is requested to bring a dish to share. The following arrangement is a 

suggestion for you to bring according to last name: 

- A-I Bring desert 
- J-Q Bring a side dish/snack 
- R-Z Bring a main dish 

Date: 23 June, 2017, Friday 

Time: 5:30 pm - 9 pm. 

Where: Duck Club Room, IRWD. Enter the site via Campus Drive by using this link for 

Map/Direction. Do NOT use GPS as it may attempt to enter via Michelson Drive which requires a 
special entry permit.  

 

ASA TRAVELING COURSE IN 2017 

OCLBASA are happy to announce that they will 

host the ASA traveling course on Saturday, 

October 21. This will be a half-day course 

titled “Quantile Regression in Practice”. The 

course instructor will be Yonggang Yao from 

SAS Institute. Locations, start times, and 

registration costs will be announced closer to 

the event. 

OCLBASA QUARTERLY SOCIAL IN SEPTEMBER  

OCLBASA will hold the regular social meeting on September 22nd at the Duck room. The details 

of the schedules and our guest speakers will send out via email and meetup. We wish you 

continually support this valuable event. 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to submit content to the next 
issue, please contact me at 
huangli04@yahoo.com.  
Yours truly, 
 
LI Huang, Editor of OCLB-ASA Newsletter 

 


