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OCLB-ASA Newsletter 
Orange Country/Long Beach Chapter of the American Statistical Association 

 

Season’s Greetings and Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Fulfilling New Year! 

Dear Members, 

First of all, on behalf of the executive committee, we wish you all happy 

holidays and New Year! We would like to show our appreciation for 

all of the members, professionals, experts and students who attended 

OCLB ASA events, share our commitment to educational excellence 

and also make contribution to this year's events. The chapter has had a 

productive year with increased membership and great participation to 

various events throughout the year.  In 2017, we are planning to host 

or collaborate with other organization to host several events that 

reaches much broader audience and membership.  We also look 

forward to be a part of events such as Intel ISEF 2017 Science Fair and 

DataFest 2017.  All these will not be possible without active 

participation from you.  

May 2017 be a great year with countless achievements and consistent 

success for all of us! 

Sincerely, 

OCLBASA 
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                                            The third quarterly social in 2016, held on September 29th was a great 

                       success.  We were pleased to have about 35 local statisticians, including first- 

               time chapter members.   Following registration and free light dinner, the invited six  

           speakers presented  topics related to statistics for 5-10 minutes. As a special invited  

       speaker, Prof. W. Smith promoted being a judge at the Intel ISEF 2017 Science fair in Los  

      Angeles. He highlighted: 

 Benefits  

o Interact with some of the brightest, most talented, motivated students in the world 

o Brush up on your cross-disciplinary STEM disciplinary content and context 

o Tuesday and Wednesday collegiality and networking ASA Tuesday night dinner 

 Contact  

o Contact Madeline Bauer (madeline_bauer@earthlink.net to sign-up (SCASA) 

o Need a terminal degree and at least 3-5 years of academic or professional experience 

o Do not need to be a member of ASA/SCASA/OCLBASA. etc. 

He donated a statistical book for our OCLBASA branch members.  We will continue to invite 

more people to support this events in the following few months. The following is the list of 

speakers and topics:   
 G. Steven Condrey of FDA on "Use of the Bayesian Method in Food and Drug Administration Field 

Operations" 

 Jeomoan Kurian of Mitsubishi UFJ Union Bank on "Population Stability Index (how to apply PSI, a 

statistic that's widely used for financial scorecard validation to a big data problem)" 

 Vinh Nguyen of QBE Insurance Group on "Statistical Applications in P&C Insurance" 

 Sharon Leu of Spectrum Pharmaceuticals, Inc. on "Reliability and application variability of a 

commercially available infrared videonystagmography unit" 

 Gabriel Ruiz of University of California, Riverside on "3 DataFests: the Making of a Statistician" 

 Wayne Smith of California State University, Northridge on "Helping with Judging at the Intel ISEF 

2017 Science Fair" 

 

Mini-talks Quarterly Social 
September 29th, 2016 
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ASA Traveling Course 
November 12th, 2016 

is $35, $45 for non-member and $10 for students.  We especially express our gratitude to an 

anonymous donation which will pay $25 per student to cover the ASA mandated fee. The following 

is an outline for the course:  

  
Introduction 

o  Potential outcomes and defining treatment effects 

o  The fundamental challenge of causal effect estimation 

o  Selection bias 

o  Traditional methods and their shortcomings 

Propensity scores 

o  Definition and role 

o  Measuring covariate balance 

o  Using the propensity score (matching, inverse weighting, and stratification) 

o  Example propensity score analysis via logistic regression 

o  Double robust estimation 

o  Combining propensity score analyses with regression adjustment 

Advanced methods for optimizing covariate balance 

o  Generalized boosted model (GBM) via TWANG 

o  Covariate balancing propensity score (CBPS) 

o  Minimum discriminant information adjustment (MDIA) 

o  Example analysis using TWANG 

Other topics (brief descriptions only) 

o  Variable selection in causal inference 

o  Multinomial treatments 
o  Time-varying treatments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ASA traveling course in 2016 was hosted at Beckman 

Hall of Chapman University. Our fantastic speaker is Dr. 

Mathew Cefalu, Statistician, RAND Corporation who 

gave a short course entitled: "Estimating Propensity 

Scores and Inverse Probability of Treatment Weights 

When Drawing Causal Inferences".  He also suggested all 

members to visit the website 

“http://www.rand.org/statistics/twang.html” if you want 

more details of information related with this topic. This 

year, there were total twenty-six local 

statisticians/students attended class. The cost for member 

is $35, $45 for non-member and $10 for students.  We 

specially appreciate an anonymous donation which will 

pay $25 per student to cover the ASA mandated fee. The 
following is an outline for the course:  
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OCLBASA Quarterly Social - 2nd Annual 

Posters Symposium, December 10th, 2016 

On December 10, near 24 people attended our 2nd Annual Poster Symposium 
(OCLBASA Quarterly Socials) held at IRWD community meeting room. This 

was also the last event we hosted in 2016. During the session, poster 
presenters explained their posters which were prepared for local, national or 

international conferences in the past to our attendees and got constructive 
feedback from our experienced experts. Numerous positive comments were 
received from our participators.  It was a great opportunity to share work and 

knowledge of diverse background with other statisticians. Eight posters were 
displayed at this year’s symposium. Food, drink and snack were prepared for 

our attendees. 
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Career Opprtunities 

Quarterly Part Time Lecturer - Department of Statistics, UC Irvine 

Job #JPF03767 

 Donald Bren School of Information and Computer Sciences - Statistics 

RECRUITMENT PERIOD 

Open date: November 14th, 2016 

Next review date: December 14th, 2016 

Apply by this date to ensure full consideration by the committee. 

Final date: August 7th, 2017 

Applications will continue to be accepted until this date, but those received after the review date 

will only be considered if the position has not yet been filled. 

DESCRIPTION 

The Department of Statistics has the occasional need for part-time lecturers in the various areas 

of Statistics. Desirable qualifications include a Ph.D. or M.S in Statistics, or equivalent education 

or experience in a related field plus successful university-level teaching experience. Salaries are 

commensurate with technical and teaching experience and/or level of education. Appointments 

may be made at varying percentages of time. Application information may be found at 

http://recruit.ap.uci.edu/apply/JPF03767. The University of California, Irvine is an Equal 

Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer advancing inclusive excellence. All qualified applicants 

will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, age, protected veteran status, or other 

protected categories covered by the UC nondiscrimination policy. 

 Member Initiative Proposals for 2017  

Stephen Porzio, Associate Executive Director and Director of Operations [steve@amstat.org]  

Greetings,  

As you may know, ASA members are invited each year to submit proposals for initiatives 

that support the Association's mission. In the past we have funded initiatives with wide-

ranging emphases, from enhancing student engagement within ASA to fostering diversity 

within the statistics profession. The 2017 ASA budget includes funding to support these 

Member Initiatives. 

  

If you plan to submit a proposal, please do so no later than February 3, 2017. More 

information about how to submit a proposal and to view a list of proposals funded in prior 

years is found in Members Only (login required – you will see Member Initiatives mid-way 

down the page after login. 

  

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding this program. We look forward to 

receiving your proposal. 

  
 

http://recruit.ap.uci.edu/apply/JPF03767
mailto:steve@amstat.org
https://www.amstat.org/ASA/Contacts/Sign_In.aspx?returnURL=%2fMyAccount
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  January     

01/26/17 (Thu) OCLBASA EC Meeting (Duck Club, 5P-9P) Meeting 

February     
02/04/17 (Sat) OCLB ASA Career Day (Chapman)  Meeting 

02/10/17 (Fri) OCLBASA LC Meeting (IRWD Rm, 5P-9P) Meeting 

March     

03/23/17 (Thu) OCLBASA Quarterly Social (Duck Club, 4P-10P) Meeting 

April     

04/07/17 (Fri) OCLBASA EC Meeting (Duck Club, 5P-9P) Meeting 

04/08/17 (Sat) OCLBASA AP Poster Competition (Chapman) Meeting 

May     

05/05/17 (Fri) OCLBASA LC Meeting (IRWD, 5P-9P) Meeting 

June     

06/23/17 (Fri) OCLBASA Summer Picnic (Duck Club, 4P-10P) Meeting 

July     

07/29/17 (Sat) OCLBASA EC Meeting (IRWD, 8A-12N) Meeting 

August     

08/12/17 (Sat) OCLBASA LC Meeting (IRWD, 8A-12N) Meeting 

September     

09/22/17 (Fri) OCLBASA Quarterly Social (Duck Club, 4P-10P) Meeting 

October     

November     

11/30/17 (Thu) OCLBASA LC Meeting (IRWD, 5P-9P) Meeting 

December     

12/11/17 (Mon) OCLBASA Event TBD (Duck Club, 4P-10P) Meeting 

 

2017 OCLB ASA YEARLY EVENT SCHEDULE  

It is the end of the year again! While you are preparing for celebration of Christmas and New Year, our 

president, Dr. Gajanan Bhat, has prepared the calendar for New Year event schedule. It is a good 

chance of improvement for the next year.  

Bookmark all these events on your calendar.  

We welcome you to our upcoming events. 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to submit content to the next 
issue, please contact me at 
huangli04@yahoo.com.  
Yours truly, 
 
LI Huang, Editor of OCLB-ASA Newsletter 

 


