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A Successful Careers Day 

 

A successful 4th Annual Careers Day on March 5th, 2016, 

organized by The Orange County Long Beach Chapter of the 

American Statistical Association (OCLBASA) was held at California 

State University, Fullerton. More than 150 students and professionals 

- a historical record number - attended this event.  Available at the 

event were career options, employment opportunities, information 

on the local academic graduate programs, and interview 

suggestions/instructions. Close to 20 industry and academic 

organizations participated as exhibitors in the events.  In addition, 6 

volunteers contributed their time and advice to students who wished 

to improve their resumes and interview skills.  All students received 

a 1-year chapter membership at no charge and all attendees were 

invited to join ASA. A keynote speech, “Exploring Careers in 

Statistics”, was delivered by UCI Professor Jessica Utts, President of 

American Statistical Association. More information will be uploaded 

to OCLBASA website http://community.amstat.org/oclb/home. 

http://community.amstat.org/oclb/home


 

 

 

       

   

       

                 

     

(Continues on the last page) 

OCLBASA CAREERS DAY, MAR 5TH 2016 

California State University at Fullerton 

 



A few comments about Careers Day 2016: 

“I thought the whole day was wonderful. The room I was in got a bit warm. But that's minor.” 

“Thank you all the organizers for this great event!” 

“This event is very well received. I enjoyed networking with people in the field.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

    

      

         

 

  

 

Thanks to our Campus Coordinators who 

helped with the planning and coordinating 

for Careers Day 2016: 

CSUF   Dwight Wynne   

CSULB     Ruxu Han,   Hui Zeng  

SDSU      Katy Torres  

UCI            Lucheng Shao  

UCR           Jill Smith, Gabriel Ruiz 

UCLA        Alex Krebs 

Chapman  Ma Criselda Toto  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

     

Quarterly Social: Data Scientist versus  
Statistician – What are the differences? 
       Saturday, March 5, 2016 

Panel Members:  Erik J. Linstead of Chapman University; Stacey Hancok of UCI, 

Gary Chung of Johnson & Johnson, Doug Smith of Los Angeles Times and Jeremy 

Miles of Google.  The event was moderated by Jeen Liu of Allergan.  

Following Careers Day, the chapter held its first Quarterly Social in 2016 at the Cal 

State Fullerton McCarthy Hall in the afternoon.  Traditionally, statistician has been 

the professionals whose job is to deal with data, from designing the way data to be 

collected to establishing the way data to be analyzed. In recent years, "Data 

Scientist" has emerged as a new profession. Some ambiguity, confusion, and 

debate have been generated between the two fields.  Can you tell the differences, or 

are they different at all?  Even ASA Board recently issued a statement on The Role 

of Statistics in Data Science.  During the panel session, each panel member gave a 

brief presentation of this topic from their perspectives; afterwards, audience raised 

questions or offered comments in the open forum.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Unique Opportunity to Get Involved in Science/Math 

Education - from EnCorps 

Get involved in STEM Education - volunteer 

tutor or pursue a path to teaching with 

EnCorps! The EnCorps STEM Teachers Program 

(www.encorps.org) provides STEM industry 

professionals with opportunities to tutor 1-2 

hours a week in local middle and high schools. 

We also offer a program to explore a career in 

teaching, all free to our participants. Inspire the 

next generation of scientists and innovators! Find 

out more by joining one of our monthly free 

EnCorps 101 webinars, RSVP: 

http://encorps.org/webinar/ or get in touch with 

Bethany Orozco, Southern California Program 

and Recruitment Director at 

bethany@encorps.org. 

The EnCorps STEM Teachers Program (www.encorps.org) is a nonprofit organization which mission is 

to help science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) professionals get involved with deserving 

middle and high school students from under-resourced communities. Specifically, EnCorps provides 

opportunities for folks affiliated with organizations such as SCASA to give back and do some volunteer 

tutoring or helping out in classrooms, and even pursue a second career as a science or math teacher 

in a high needs school. EnCorps enables participants to be involved at two different levels. Our STEM 

Expert Tutors volunteer a couple hours a week to tutor students in math and science. Our participants 

can also choose a Credential Track, which puts them in classrooms as volunteer tutors and guest 

teachers, but also supports them as they obtain a teaching credential and helps them find a position 

as a full time middle or high school teacher. In either track, participants in EnCorps volunteer their 

time to work with under-resourced students to increase their knowledge and skills of math and 

science, and help students learn to become problem solvers, innovators, creators and collaborators. 

This is very meaningful and gratifying work, regardless of whether you want to make a career out of 

teaching! EnCorps provides the training and continued support throughout our Educators' experience. 

Are you interested in helping us inspire the students in California who need it most?  

 

http://www.encorps.org/
http://encorps.org/webinar/
mailto:bethany@encorps.org


 

 

 

 

 

April 29-May 1, 2016 

datafest.stat.ucla.edu 

amstat.org/education/datafest 

The American Statistical Association DataFest is a two-day celebration of data.  Undergraduate teams are 

given a real-life, complex, rich data set by a sponsoring organization on Friday evening, and then 

challenged to finding meaning and insight and present their findings to a panel of judges on Sunday 

afternoon. The challenges are often quite open-ended, and students can use any software they wish and 

follow any of a number of pathways through the data.  Prizes are given for Best Insight, Best Use of 

External Data, and Best Visualization. 

ASA DataFest @ UCLA begins April 29 and ends May 1.  Teams will represent some of the best schools in 

southern California:  Cal Poly San Luis Obispo,  Pomona College, UC Riverside, UCLA, USC.  The event will 

be held on the UCLA campus. 

We need you!  The success of DataFest is largely due to our visitors.  Visitors come for as long as they like. 

We invite you to wander around and pass on sage advice and wisdom.  From the students' point of view, 

it's an opportunity to consult with working data professionals who bring a perspective from outside 

academia.  From your point of view, it's a great opportunity to scout for up-and-coming talent.   

We need your support!  We are actively seeking financial sponsorships to help pay for costs of food and 

prizes.  We have established several sponsor-levels that offer different levels of advertising to our students 

and various levels of access for recruiting. (Although, of course, contributions are not restricted to these 

amounts!)  Please visit https://giving.ucla.edu/datafest for more information.   Feeding 200+ students for 

two days is not inexpensive.  If you have "swag" to hand out we can use that too!  

For more information, please see the websites above or contact me, directly: 

Rob Gould: Faculty Director of DataFest 

rgould@stat.ucla.edu 

The 2016 ASA DataFest 

Friday, April 29—Sunday, May 1, UCLA 



 

 

 

Coming Events – Follow us at our website, Facebook, and 

Meetup 

 The OCLB-ASA nominating committee is requesting nominations for three positions: 

President, Treasurer, and VP Membership. The duties of officers can be found 

at http://community.amstat.org/oclb/oclbasachapterofficers/officersduties. Other 

information can be found in the Chapter's Constitution available from the Chapter's 

homepage:  http://community.amstat.org/oclb/home. Self nominations are 

welcome. Please forward nominations to Harold Dyck (hdyck@csusb.edu) by 

Monday, March 28th.  Contact Harold if you have any questions. 

 Quarterly Socials, including mini-talks and poster symposium (June/September/ 

December)  

 High School AP Posters Competition (April):  Saturday, April 16, 2016, at Chapman 

University 

 ASA Traveling Course (Oct or Nov.): “Guidelines for Using State-of-the Art Methods 

to Estimate Propensity Score and Inverse Probability of Treatment Weights When 

Drawing Causal Inferences” by Matthew Cefalu of Rand 

 

 

Your Support to OCLB ASA 

The Chapter needs your support: 

1. Event helpers 

2. AP posters competition examiners  

3. Charitable donation 

 Sign up AmazonSmile 

 MeetUp Chip-in while signing up for 

events 

 Collection jar at events 

 

 

 

Any comments about this newsletter?  Please contact: 

OCLBASA Newsletter Editor:  Li Huang (huangli04@yahoo.com) 

http://community.amstat.org/oclb/oclbasachapterofficers/officersduties
http://community.amstat.org/oclb/home
mailto:hdyck@csusb.edu

