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President’s Report 

Welcome to the Chicago Spring in 2013 
International Year of Statistics.  

I am honored to be the president of ASA-NIC 
chapter for the year 2013. ASA-NIC has been 
a very successful chapter since 1984 with the 
support from all of you.  I hope you will 
continue this support in the future. The 
American Statistical Association is one of the 
oldest professional associations in the United 
States. We should be proud to be part of such 
a distinguished group of professionals. With 
the increasing application of statistics in 
pharmaceutical industry, finance, insurance 
etc., we are expecting the need  to expand our 
organization to include more membership, 
allowing for more outreach and impact in our 
communities. We will also provide more 
chances to help members to improve in 
statistics knowledge and technical skills. I 
would like to ask you to encourage your 
statistics colleagues to join us.  

The ASA-NIC chapter is run by volunteers. 
Let me take the chance to thank all our 
chapter officers, past and present, for their 
contribution to the development of this 
chapter. Officers for this year are Mahinda 
Karunaratne, Jennifer Yen, Patrick Huang, 
Benhuai Xie, Clint Lovell, Melvin Munsaka, 
Carl Slenk, Eric Song, and Annie Wang. 

To start this year, we are honored to have 
Professor Brad Carlin to present an ASA 
travelling course on Bayesian Analysis (See 
details etc. below). I hope for a great turnout 
for this workshop.  

In the fall, we will have a half day contributed 
statistics session and a half-day short course 
on efficiently presenting statistics results and 
applying analytical influence. 

Several of our chapter officers participated in 
the science fair held on March 17 at Niles 
North High School as judges. David Degras 
coordinated the chapter efforts to sponsor an 
award for the best statistical application. 

 Activities such as these increase the 
awareness of statistics and make our chapter 
more visible in our community. We welcome 
your suggestions on other possible activities 
that we as statisticians can participate in and, 
as always, solicit your input on where we can 
improve.  

As a part of ASA, we support excellence in 
the development, application, and 
dissemination of statistical science in 
Northern Illinois and Chicago area. It 
provides a space for the statisticians in this 
area learning, communicating and 
collaborating. I cordially invite you and your 
statistics friends and colleagues to join us in 
the ASA-NIC. 

Best Regards, 

. 
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Chaofeng Liu 

Spring Workshop 

Date and Location: Wednesday, May 15th at 
Wyndham Glenview Suites in Glenview 

Registration 8:30–9:00 

Presentations: 9:00-5:00 

◙ 

Title: Bayesian Methods for Data Analysis, 
Meta-Analysis, and Adaptive Clinical Trials. 

Presenter: Professor Brad Carlin (University 
of Minnesota) 

Abstract: Thanks in large part to the rapid 
development of Markov chain Monte Carlo 
(MCMC) methods and software for their 
implementation; Bayesian methods have 
become ubiquitous in modern biostatistical 
analysis. In submissions to regulatory 
agencies where data on new drugs or medical 
devices are often scanty but researchers have 
access to large historical databases, Bayesian 
methods have emerged as particularly helpful 
in combining the disparate sources of 
information while maintaining traditional 
frequentist protections regarding Type I error 
and power. Biostatisticians in earlier phases 
(especially Phase I oncology trials) have long 
appreciated Bayes' ability to get good 
answers quickly. Finally, an increasing desire 
for adaptability in clinical trials (to react to 
trial knowledge as it accumulates) has also 
led to heightened interest in Bayesian 
methods. 

This lecture introduces Bayesian methods, 
computing, and software, and then (time 
permitting) goes on to elucidate their use in 
Phase I and II clinical trials. Included are 
descriptions and live demonstrations of how 

the methods can be implemented in BUGS, 
R, and versions of the BUGS package 
callable from within R. 

Bio: Brad Carlin is Mayo Professor in Public 
Health and Professor and Head of the 
Division of Biostatistics at the University of 
Minnesota. He has published more than 135 
papers in refereed books and journals, and has 
co-authored three popular textbooks: 
"Bayesian Methods for Data Analysis" with 
Tom Louis, "Hierarchical Modeling and 
Analysis for Spatial Data" with Sudipto 
Banerjee and Alan Gelfand, and "Bayesian 
Adaptive Methods for Clinical Trials" with 
Scott Berry, Peter Muller, and J. Jack Lee. He 
is a winner of the Mortimer Spiegelman 
Award from the APHA, and from 2006-2009 
served as editor-in-chief of Bayesian 
Analysis, the official journal of the 
International Society for Bayesian Analysis 
(ISBA). Prof. Carlin has extensive experience 
teaching short courses and tutorials, and has 
won both teaching and mentoring awards 
from the University of Minnesota. During his 
spare time, Brad is a musician and 
bandleader, providing keyboards and vocals 
in a variety of venues, some of the more 
interesting of which are visible by typing the 
phrase "Bayesian cabaret" into the search 
window at YouTube. 

Upcoming Meetings and Presentations 

This year PharmaSUG, one of the major SAS 
conferences, will be held in downtown 
Chicago. This is a great opportunity to 
present papers and not incur the expenses 
usually associated with traveling to a 
conference. Volunteers are also needed to 
help organize and run the conference. See the 
PharmaSUG website for details and contacts. 

The Chicago Chapter of the ASA also offers 
events throughout the year. Consult their 
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website for details: 
http://www.chicagoasa.org 

SAS Global Forum (formerly SUGI) 
April 28 thru May 1 
San Francisco, California 

PharmaSUG 
May 12-15 
Chicago, Illinois 

DIA 
June 23-27, 2013 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Joint Statistical Meetings 
August 3 - 8, 2013 
Montréal, Québec, Canada, Palais de congrès 
de Montréal 

International Conference on Health Policy 
Statistics 
October 9-11 
Chicago, IL 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for any 
additional opportunities. 

Chapter Activities 

Several of our chapter officers participated in 
the science fair held on March 17 at Niles 
North High School as judges. Our community 
activist, David Degras, coordinated the 
chapter efforts to sponsor an award for the 
best use of inferential statistics in a project. 

Getting Involved with the NIC 

The chapter is often looking for volunteers to 
serve as NIC officers on a yearly basis. If 
interested please contact an Officer for details 
of the positions and their duties. 

Volunteers are needed to help with 
registration at the Spring Meeting. 
Registration volunteers will be expected to 
arrive prior to the start of the registration 
period and will work at the registration desk 
as directed by the Chapter Treasurer, Benhuai 
Xie. This is a great way to connect faces with 
names and get to know other Chapter 
members. If you would like to volunteer to 
assist in registration, please contact Benhuai 
Xie via email at benhuai.xie @takeda.com or 
by phone at (224) 554-2723.  

Job Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for any 
opportunities. 

Chapter Mailing List 

NIC-ASA sends announcements, such as 
save-the-date memos, registration 
information, and Statfax newsletters, via the 
email address, nic.amstat@gmail.com. If you 
would like to join our mailing list, please 
subscribe by sending an email to 
nic.amstat@gmail.com. If you encounter any 
issues, please contact Jennifer Yen at 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com. 

Chapter Website 

Our Chapter’s website has the latest news on 
the Chapter. Find it at: 
www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllinois 

The website contains information about our 
Chapter, including events, program 
information, and contact information for 
Chapter officers and committee members. 
You can also peruse current and past Chapter 
newsletters and slides/notes from previous 
presentations. 
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Officers and Committee Chairs 

President 
Chaofeng (Charles) Liu 
224-205-5091 (O)  
chaofeng.liu@us.astellas.com 

President Elect/Program Chair 
Yili Pritchett 
(224) 205-8244 
yili.pritchett@astellas.com 

Secretary 
Annie Wang 
(224) 205-8497 
annie.wang@astellas.com 

Treasurer and Membership Database 
Benhuai Xie 
(224) 554-2723 
benhuai.xie@takeda.com 

Associate Treasurer 
Eric Song 
(224) 554-2997  
esong@ takeda.com 

Past President 
Mahinda Karunaratne 
(847) 599-3073 
nivpat@comcast.net 

Chapter Representative 
Marty King 
(847) 938-3775 
martin.king@abbvie.com 

Webmaster 
Clint Lovell 
(224) 361-7786 
clint.lovell@gmail.com 

Mailing List Administrator 
Jennifer Yen 
(847) 938-2942 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com 

Arrangements Coordinator 
Patrick Huang 
224-554-2128 
patrick.huang@takeda.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Carl Slenk 
(224) 361-7219 
carl.slenk@abbott.com 

Workshop Publicity 
Jennifer Yen 
(847) 938-2942 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com 

Community Activities 
David Degras 
(773) 325-1340 
ddegrasv@depaul.edu 

Publication Info 

Statfax is published by the Northeastern 
Illinois Chapter of the American Statistical 
Association. 
Statfax welcomes letters and material for 
articles from its readers. Address 
correspondence to: The Editor, Statfax, c/o 
Carl Slenk, Abbott Molecular, 1300 E. Touhy 
Ave., Des Plaines IL 60018 

To subscribe to Statfax, please send an e-
mail to nic.amstat@gmail.com. 

The Chapter’s purpose, as stated in its 
Constitution, is “to foster statistics and its 
applications and promote the interests of the 
statistical profession…”. Accordingly, 
diverse views are presented. They do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the officers 
or the policies of the Chapter. 


