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President’s Report 

Dear NIC-ASA Members, 

Happy New Year! Thank you all for 
continuing to support our organization, the 
Northeastern Illinois Chapter of the American 
Statistical Association (NIC-ASA). It was 
great to celebrate the first ever World 
Statistics Day at our Fall Meeting last 
October, and I hope we can continue that 
tradition and celebrate statistics throughout 
the year. 

I would like to welcome Mahinda 
Karunaratne as our 2011 President-Elect and 
thank Marty King for all his efforts as our 
2010 President. Thank you to Clint Lovell, 
Serena Chan, Eric Song, Carolyn Setze, Carl 
Slenk, Melvin Munsaka, and Jennifer Yen for 
continuing to support the chapter in their 
respective roles. A big thank you goes out to 
Carolyn, Clint, Marty, and Serena for helping 
me put together the Spring Workshop. 

You may have noticed that our usual Spring 
Meeting in March has been replaced by a 
Spring Workshop in April. We are always 
looking for ways to improve our chapter, and 
I encourage your active participation and 
suggestions for ways in which we can 
promote chapter activities. I hope this change 
is a pleasant surprise to you. We are thrilled 
to have Professor Casella present this year’s 
Spring Workshop. I look forward to seeing 

you in April and stay tuned for our other 
events later this year. 

The chapter is always in need of volunteers; 
please do not hesitate to contact a chapter 
officer if you are able to help out in any way. 
Participating in the chapter’s activities is an 
excellent way to stay current with statistics 
and to network with fellow statisticians in the 
area. 

Kind regards, 

Sandra Sinisi 

Spring Workshop 

Please join us for the Spring Workshop on 
Wednesday, April 27, 2011at the Wyndham – 
Glenview located at 1400 N. Milwaukee 
Avenue in Glenview, IL.  

Registration opens at 8:30 am and the course 
will begin promptly at 9:00 am. The 
registration fee includes course materials as 
well as refreshments including a continental 
breakfast, lunch and snacks during the mid-
morning and mid-afternoon breaks. 

If you have not received a registration form 
via the email list one can be obtained from 
the chapter web site. 

Title: Principles of Statistical Design 

Speaker: Professor George Casella 

Abstract: This course covers the principles 
and practice of statistical design, paying 
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attention to the setup and implementation of 
an experiment, and the underlying theory that 
allows valid inferences. Such details are 
important in obtaining the proper error terms 
for treatment inferences in complicated 
designs. 

The course will begin with a review of the 
basic tools for statistical design. The more 
common designs will be covered (factorial 
completely randomized designs, randomized 
complete blocks) and their variations (such as 
Latin squares). Emphasis is on designing the 
experiment to obtain the best inference on 
treatment contrasts, and the designs are 
illustrated will real data problems taken from 
many areas: agriculture, engineering, public 
health, etc. There is a focus on microarray 
designs, and time will be spent on split plots 
and their variations (crossover and repeated 
measures), and then move to confounding 
(incomplete blocks). These designs form the 
basis of many microarray experiments. If 
time permits a discussion of how to analyze 
data from these designs using the statistical 
package R will take place. 

Bio: George Casella is Distinguished 
Professor in the Department of Statistics, and 
Distinguished Member of the Genetics 
Institute, at the University of Florida. He is 
active in many aspects of statistics, having 
contributed to theoretical statistics in the 
areas of decision theory and statistical 
confidence, to environmental statistics, and 
has more recently concentrated efforts in 
statistical genomics and political science 
methodology. He also maintains active 
research interests in the theory and 
application of Monte Carlo and other 
computationally intensive methods. He is a 
Fellow of the American Statistical 
Association, the Institute of Mathematical 
Statistics, and an Elected Fellow of the 
International Statistics Institute. He has been 

listed as an ISI "Highly Cited researcher", and 
has recently been elected Foreign Member of 
the Spanish Royal Academy of Sciences.  

In other capacities, Casella has also served as 
Theory and Methods Editor of the Journal of 
the American Statistical Association, 1996-
1999, Executive Editor of Statistical Science, 
2002-2004, and is currently Joint Editor the 
Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, 
Series B. He has served on the Board on 
Mathematical Sciences of the National 
Research Council, 1999-2003, and many 
other committees of the American Statistical 
Association and the Institute of Mathematical 
Statistics. Casella has authored seven 
textbooks: Variance Components, 1992, with 
S. R. Searle and C. E. McCulloch; Theory of 
Point Estimation, Second Edition, 1998, with 
Erich Lehmann, Statistical Inference Second 
Edition, 2001, with Roger Berger; Monte 
Carlo Statistical Methods, Second Edition, 
2004, with Christian Robert; Statistical 
Analysis of Quantitative Traits, 2007, with C. 
X. Ma and R. Wu, Statistical Design, 2008, 
and An Introduction to Monte Carlo Methods 
with R, with Christian Robert. 

Upcoming Meetings and Presentations 

ENAR March 20-23, Hyatt Regency Miami, 
Miami, FL 

◙ 
CLSI, March 28-April 1, Atlanta, GA 

◙ 
SAS Global Forum (SUGI) April 4-7, Los 
Vegas 

◙ 
AdvaMed/FDA , April 13-14, Washington, 
DC 

◙ 
PharmaSUG May 8 - 11, Nashville, TN 

◙ 
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Biomarker World Conference, May 17-20, 
London, UK 

◙ 
34th Annual Midwest Biopharmaceutical 
Statistics Workshop - Beyond Statistics: 
Delivery is Key - May 23-25 
The workshop will be held at the Alumni Center of 
Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana. It is co-
sponsored by Ball State University and the 
Biopharmaceutical Section of the ASA. The theme of 
the workshop is “Beyond Statistics: Delivery is Key!”. 

Shein-Chung Chow (Duke) will present a ½-day course 
on Adaptive Clinical Trial Design. Plenary speakers 
include Abraham Wyner (U. Pennsylvania) and 
Blakeley McShane (Northwestern) who will discuss "A 
Statistical Analysis of Multiple Temperature Proxies: 
Are Reconstructions of Surface Temperatures Over the 
Last 1000 Years Reliable?" and Keith Baggerly (MD 
Anderson Cancer Center) who will discuss "Case 
Studies in Forensic Bioinformatics - The Need for 
Simple Tests in High-Throughput Biology". Sastry 
Pantula, ASA President will deliver the banquet 
speech on "Surfing the Data Waves". 

Invited talks will be presented in four parallel tracks: 
Clinical will present statistical perspectives on current 
challenges in drug development; Discovery/Pre-
Clinical will focus on drug attrition rate reduction, 
immunogenicity assay development and bioassay and 
bioprocess comparability analysis; Non Clinical will 
focus on product advancement through statistics; Post-
Marketing will cover advanced bias adjustment 
techniques, personalized medicine, and addressing 
unmeasured confounding. There will also be a 
contributed Poster Session.  

Poster abstracts must be submitted by April 18, 2011. 
Students may submit posters for the Charlie Sampson 
Award. 

A preliminary program, registration form, and other 
information has been posted at www.mbswonline.com. 
Or, contact the Publicity Chair Melvin Munsaka, 
Takeda Global Research & Development, Inc., email 
mmunsaka@tgrd.com, phone (224) 554 2846.  

For more please check the website: 
www.mbswonline.com and 
http://magazine.amstat.org/blog/2011/02/01/biopharmf
eb11/ 

◙ 

DIA June 19-23 McCormick Place, Chicago 
◙ 

JSM July 30 - August 4, Miami Beach, 
Florida, Miami Beach Convention Center 

◙ 
ASA's BioPharm FDA/Industry , Sept 19-21, 
Washington, DC 

◙ 
The Chicago Chapter of the ASA often offers 
a monthly Statistical Lunch. For details, see 
their website: http://www.chicagoasa.org/ 

◙ 
The Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer 
Science Department of the University of 
Illinois at Chicago hosts statistical seminars 
throughout the year. For more information, 
visit: http://www.math.uic.edu/seminars 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for 
opportunities. 

Getting Involved 

Volunteers are needed to help with 
registration at the Spring Workshop. 
Registration volunteers will be expected to 
arrive about a half-hour prior to the start of 
the registration period and will work at the 
registration desk as directed by the Chapter 
Treasurer, Dr. Serena Chan. This is a great 
way to connect faces with names and get to 
know other Chapter members. If you would 
like to volunteer to assist in registration, 
please contact Dr. Chan via email at 
schan@tgrd.com or by phone at (224) 554-
1934. 

Job Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for any 
opportunities. 
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Chapter Mailing List 

Due to changes in the way ASA supports 
chapter mailing lists, effective September 
2010 the NIC-ASA now sends 
announcements, such as save-the-date 
memos, registration information, and Statfax 
newsletters, via the email address, 
nic.amstat@gmail.com. If you would like to 
join our mailing list, please subscribe by 
sending an email to nic.amstat@gmail.com. If 
you encounter any issues, please contact Clint 
Lovell at clint.lovell@gmail.com. 

Chapter Website 

Our Chapter’s website has the latest news on 
the Chapter. Find it at: 
www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllinois 

The website contains lots of information 
about our Chapter, including events, program 
information, and contact information for 
Chapter officers and committee members. 
You can also peruse current and past Chapter 
newsletters and slides/notes from previous 
presentations. 

Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
President 
Sandra Sinisi 
(847) 317-5470 
sesinisi@yahoo.com 

President Elect/Program Chair 
Mahinda Karunaratne 
(847) 317-8676 
nivpat@comcast.net 

Secretary 
Clint Lovell 
(847) 282-1945 
clint.lovell@gmail.com 

Treasurer and Membership Database 
Serena Chan 
(224) 554-1934  
schan@tgrd.com 

Associate Treasurer 
Eric Song 
(224) 554-2997  
esong@tgrd.com 

Past President 
Marty King 
(847) 938-3775 
martin.king@abbott.com 

Chapter Representative 
Melvin Munsaka 
(224) 554-2846 
mmunsaka@tgrd.com 

Webmaster 
Clint Lovell 
(847) 282-1945 
clint.lovell@gmail.com 

Mailing List Administrator 
Clint Lovell 
(847) 282-1945 
clint.lovell@gmail.com 

Arrangements Coordinator 
Carolyn Setze 
(847) 937-5816 
carolyn.setze@abbott.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Carl Slenk 
(224) 361-7219 
carl.slenk@abbott.com 

Workshop Publicity 
Jennifer Yen 
(847) 938-2942 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com 
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Community Activities 
Carole Bernett 
(630) 773-2697 
cbernett@ix.netcom.com 

Publication Info 
Statfax is published three times a year 
(Spring, Summer, and Fall), by the 
Northeastern Illinois Chapter of the American 
Statistical Association. 
Statfax welcomes letters and material for 
articles from its readers. Address 
correspondence to: The Editor, Statfax, c/o 
Carl Slenk, Abbott Molecular, 1300 E. Touhy 
Ave., Des Plaines IL 60018 

To subscribe to Statfax, please send an e-
mail to nic.amstat@gmail.com. 

The Chapter’s purpose, as stated in its 
Constitution, is “to foster statistics and its 
applications and promote the interests of the 
statistical profession…”. Accordingly, 
diverse views are presented. They do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the officers 
or the policies of the Chapter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


